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About the Occupied Daytona 
News Journal

The Occupied Daytona News 
Journal is a newspaper written 
and produced by an all 
volunteer staff consisting of 
some members of Occupy 
Daytona Beach.

Occupy Daytona Beach is a 
non-partisan movement, derived 
from and in solidarity with the 
Occupy Wall Street movement, 
we are dedicated to the 
necessary removal of 
overwhelming corporate 
influence from yours and our 
elected government.

The views expressed in The 
Occupied Daytona News 
Journal are the views of the 
individual writers and not the 
views of Occupy Daytona as a 
whole, unless noted otherwise; 
The ODNJ is not the “official” 
voice of Occupy Daytona or 
any other organization.. It is 
the mission of ODNJ to provide 
a voice to the voiceless, we are 
the 99%….

Send your comments, letters 
and/or article submissions to: 
occupieddaytonanewsjournal
@gmx.com

VOX POPULI

Bradley Manning Nominated for The Nobel Prize – Feb 26 
 
  Pfc. Bradley Manning, a U.S. Soldier 
being  held  in  solitary confinement  for 
allegedly passing U.S. Government files 
on  to  the  whistleblower  website 
"Wikileaks"; has been nominated for the 
Nobel Peace Prize.  
  Pfc. Manning is currently on trial in a 
military court  in  Fort  Meade,Maryland 
facing  22  criminal  charges  including 
Violating Military Code as well  as the 
ridiculous  charge  of  "Aiding  The 
Enemy". For keeping his oath to "defend 
from  ALL  enemies  foreign  AND 
DOMESTIC"  he  is  being  Court-
Marshaled. 
  According to RT.com, the nomination 
has been proposed by The Movement of 
Icelandic Parliament,"which asserts that 
revelations produced by the documents 
Manning  allegedly  exposed  "have 
helped  to  fuel  a  worldwide  discussion 
about  America's  overseas  engagements,  civilian  war  casualties,imperialistic 
manipulations and Rules of Engagement.”
  Manning's imprisonment and solitary confinement has drawn sharp criticism from 
Amnesty International,the ACLU, and even the NewsCorp-owned New York Times. 
There has been widespread calls for his immediate release by the Occupy Movement 
as well as many prominent writers and scholars. 
  Past winners of the Nobel Peace Prize include The Dali Lama, Mother Teresa and 
Rev.Dr.Martin Luther King Jr. as well as Henry Kissinger, Anwar Al-Sadat and 
President Barrak Obama. 

-Daytona Slim

Class War In The Sunshine State – Feb 26

There is a very dangerous bill that the Florida Restaurant and Lodging Association, OSI Restaurant Partners, and other 
players are trying to pass through the Florida senate as I type this. SB 2106, originally introduced as SPB 7210, is a 
proposed bill to slash the hourly wage for tipped employees from the current minimum wage of $4.65 an hour to just 
$2.13 an hour – a 54% 
cut! A full-time server could to lose more than $5,000 a year in wages. In this hurting economy this action is despicable! 

In 2004, 72% of the Florida voters approved a Constitutional Amendment, Article X Sec 24, that established a tipped 
minimum wage. It also established annual increases for cost of living. Here is the kicker: It FORBIDS the legislature from 
weakening the minimum wage. Still they attack our wages! On a side note: the Florida Attorney General has not brought a 
single minimum wage action since the amendment was passed. 

OSI Restaurant Partners LLC is a corporation that operates or franchises 968  Outback Steakhouses, 152 Bonefish Grills, 
233 Carrabba’s Italian Grills, 64 Flemings, 22 Roy’s Hawaiian Fusions, in 49 states and 23 countries. OSI has spent over 
$120,000.00 lobbying in support of SB2106. OSI’s net income for the first quarter of 2011 totaled over $46 million. Also 
in the first quarter of 2011, OSI remodeled 27 Outbacks at a cost of OVER $250,000 each! 

Florida Restaurant and Lodging Association, OSI Restaurant Partners, and other players are waging a class war on the 
working people of Florida, specifically tipped staff. Friday February 24, 2012 Occupy Daytona Beach began fighting back 
for the 99% whose voices go unheard – the 99% whose needs go unmet – the 99% who will take no more! First Occupy 
Daytona Beach took a thirteen-top at Outback Steakhouse on ISB. We occupied the table for about one and a half hours. 
We drank only water. We talked but we purchased nothing. We tipped our server $46.00, stood up and made 
announcements. As expected we were thrown out. 

(CONTINUED on Page 2)
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(CONTINUED from Page 1)
Next we regrouped and added five 
more: two from Occupy Daytona and 
three from Occupy The Roads. We 
stormed Carrabba's and [and we] gave 
the Occupy Daytona Special: a Mic-
Check served with a side of Info-Stats! 
Then we left. More to come! 

I urge all businesses to oppose this bill. 
If your company supports this bill now, 
we urge you to withdraw support from 
this 
bill. There is a new line in the sand, SB 
2106. This is not about Democrats 
and Republicans, this is about people or 
profits, which side are you on? 

-An occupier 

Write them: 

Florida Restaurant and Lodging 
Association 
201 West Canton Avenue # 100 Winter 
Park, FL 32789 
407.478.4555 
www.frla.org/ 

OSI Restaurant Partners, LLC 
2202 N. West Shore Blvd., 5th Floor 
Tampa, FL 33607 
813.282.1225

The Untold Arab Uprising: 
America’s Role in Suppressing 
Bahraini Descent – Feb 28

 Bahrain, a little known country to 
Americans, may hold the secrets to 
most of the United States foreign 
policy intentions. Home to the United 
States Navy’s Fifth Fleet, Bahrain is a 
key ally for the American military. The 
US backed Sunni monarchy for the past 
year has violently cracked down on 
peaceful protestors. While the media 
focused on Libya’s violence and now 
shifts to Iran and Syria, Bahrain is 
untouched by coverage. Backed by 
Saudi Arabia and the United States, 
Bahrain has engaged in systematic 
torture and force according to the 
Bahrain Independent Commission of 
Inquiry.

Physicians for Human Rights have 
been at the forefront of this battle for 
Bahraini human rights. President 
Obama and his administration on the 
other hand have been largely 
supportive of the violent repression. 
While 47 physicians and nurses were 
arrested, some facing the death penalty, 
President Obama actively worked to 
sell Bahrain more weapons. Treating 
the sick and wounded became a crime 
against the state for the physicians and 
nurses. Literally dragged out of 
operating rooms mid procedure, 
physicians have been abducted 

repeatedly; clearly violating the 
Geneva Convention and the World 
Medical Association principals that 
Bahrain is a signatory of. Physicians 
have been electrocuted, hung, and 
beaten while being tried in military 
courts. 

U.S. Navy commander, Vice Admiral 
Mark Fox, makes this abundantly clear 
last year by stating that Bahrain was, "a 
long-term partner and a very important 
piece of our ability to do our mission." 
As prisons actively hunger strike 
against their torture the United States 
turns a blind eye. 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton gave 
a similar response, “Bahrain is a 
partner, and a very important one to the 
United States, and we are supportive of 
a national dialogue and the kinds of 
important work that the Crown Prince 
has been doing in his nation, and we 
look forward to it continuing.”

You see human rights are only 
necessarily when politically convenient 
for Obama and his office or when they 
fit into their geopolitical games. In fact, 
Obama met with the Crown Prince 
Hamad Khalifa in an unannounced 
meeting at the White House. Clinton 
meanwhile, met with her Bahraini 
counterpart, Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Khalid bin Ahmed al Khalifa. This was 
only one week after three months of 
martial law, where villages and 
protesters were targeted and 
slaughtered. 

While Obama supports more arms sales 
to suppress political speech a group 
called Witness Bahrain has been 
sending secret monitors to document 
human rights abuses within the country. 
This must be done secretly because 
Bahrain has banned human rights 
officials such as Richard Sollom, 
deputy president of Physicians for 
Human Rights. Expressing his outrage 
Sollom notes, “In my 20 years of 
looking at violations of medical 
neutrality and human rights during 
times of war and civil war, I personally 
have never seen such widespread and 
systematic targeting of physicians, such 
egregious violations of the principle of 
medical neutrality." Sollom was 
attempting to enter to observe the trial 
of 21 physicians who have not been 
released or expelled from the country.

Witness Bahrain so far has had 12 
observers jailed and deported. One 
such observer, an American, spoke of 
our embassy’s unwillingness to assist 
her. Huwaida Arraf explains their 
complacency: 

“And I want to also make a comment 
on the role of the U.S., the U.S. 
administration. When we were in 
detention, the representative of the U.S. 

embassy did come visit us. And one 
thing that the police forces wanted to 
do is to take away all of our equipment, 
and they did, by force. But the 
American embassy representative was 
relaying that to us, in that they have a 
right to take away our equipment.”

While the physician abuse is clearly 
illegal by international law, the 
treatment of protesters is vastly more 
repressive. In March of last year Saudi 
troops had to assist in the suppression 
of democratic up risers with military 
personnel when it became clear Bahrain 
was beginning to lose the battle. Since 
that time human rights violations have 
increased. The cost of political speech 
in Bahrain is often years in prison. 
Despite the emergency law being 
removed, check points remain active 
and opposition bloggers and human 
rights workers continue to be detained. 
While occupiers here are abused with 
tear gas, America’s ally in Bahrain tear 
gas prison cells to break the will of 
protesters. 

As we look ahead to conflicts in Syria 
and Iran one must not forget the tiny 
small gulf nation of Bahrain. By 
examining the policy there we may be 
able to discredit the newest talking 
point of imperialism that is masked 
with humanitarian intentions. It is 
simply logically inconsistent to on one 
hand claim to support civilians and 
protesters but on the other hand lobby 
for arming brutal despots that work 
continuously to crush any hope of the 
people’s will for human decency and 
democracy. 

-Daniel Fisher

Think About It - Feb 27 

Here is something to think about: 

People say to invest in gold it is always 
gaining value and is an excellent 
investment. This is not actually correct. 
Gold holds value, it is your dollar that 
is losing value through inflation. As the 
dollar loses value gold prices appear to 
rise. This is kind of shocking as you 
can watch your dollar lose value 
practically on a daily basis by watching 
gold market prices. 

“How can this be true?” you ask. Well, 
back in Rome, you could have a really 
nice hand crafted toga, belt, and sandals 
with a simple ounce of gold. In 
America back in the early 1900′s with 
an ounce of gold, you could have 
bought a nice hand crafted suit, belt, 
and shoes. Around this time the price of 
an ounce of gold was worth about 
$20.00. Today in America the same 
ounce of gold could by you a hand 
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crafted, top of the line, name branded 
suit, belt and shoes. As I write this 
article, gold is around $1,760.00 per 
ounce and an Armani Giorgio suit is 
roughly around $1,300.00-$1,600.00. 
Buy gold to protect the value your 
money has now, not as an 
“investment”. 

Thinking along this line would put 
inflation between 1900 and present day 
2011 at about a whopping 700%!!! Our 
dollar buys less and less, and food and 
oil costs more and more. Wages fail to 
keep up with inflation and now most 
families must have two incomes to 
keep up and survive. The load gets 
heavier and heavier and we must work 
harder and harder and get less and less! 

The criminal banking cartels worked 
very hard to get our dollar off the gold 
and silver backed system and under 
there greedy claws. They accomplished 
this in 1913 on Jekyll Island GA and 
undermined our sovereignty as a nation 
and undermined our constitution with 
the help of some crooked politicians. 
Since the 23rd of December, 1913, our 
country’s economy has been on a slow 
downward spiral. Like a roll of toilet 
paper, the closer to the end you get the 
faster it unrolls. 

The Federal Reserve and the criminal 
banking cartels can bring money in to 
the system practically at will. For every 
dollar deposited under the fractional 
reserve system, a bank can loan out 
nine dollars, making money out of thin 
air, literally. Of course they charge 
interest in the money they just made up 
. This inevitably leads to inflation and 
the dollar losing value. As money is 
withdrawn from banks, the money 
supply actually shrinks and this can and 
has lead to downturns in the economy. 
In reality this hurts the average person 
both ways. Well, let me correct my 
self… this kills us three ways! The 
biggest kick in the teeth is the structure 
of loaning money that does not exist 
and charging interest on it makes it 
IMPOSSIBLE to ever be able to pay it 
all back. This is why bankruptcy is 
built in to the system, it is inevitable at 
some point for a good portion of 
society to go bankrupt and/or default. 
Then the bank gets seize assets 
including the equity from the defaulter 
and sell the property. 

“How can this be?” or “The 
government would not let this happen!” 
may be in your head right now. Well, 
the government and politicians are all 
puppets of the banking cartel. The 
system is rigged. The left, right, 
republican democrat paradigm is a 
farce used to divide and conquer us! 
The last president to stand up to them 

was JFK, and you know how that 
ended. But, we must all stand up and 
fight. These bastards are strong but we 
are stronger! We have the numbers! We 
just need to spread the word and 
educate everyone we can before it’s too 
late. Tell someone and then someone 
else. Stand up and make a difference. 

Think about it! 

-Munz

Empathy: Utopian Pipedream of the 
Left or Neurologically Sound – Feb 
28

Growing up in the United States you 
come to understand a few common 
sense concepts growing up. The outside 
world is a Hobbian dystopia, where 
greed, lust, and tragedy run rampant. 
Interrelationships only occur out of 
forced necessity, not genetic in nature, 
but a product of governments making 
us behave or face consequences. 
Imagining getting along with someone 
outside your culture, let alone another 
nation state, is merely a utopian fantasy 
of the left that ignores reality. 
Individuality is what makes our species 
so unique, communication only needed 
to exchange money at a cash register. 
What if however, that those previously 
widely held assumptions were 
incorrect. What if, those characteristics 
describe were not scientifically sound, 
but instead wishful thinking of the right 
to secure their position of power? 

As research continues to expand in 
neuroscience the answer is beginning 
to look like an astonishing yes. In 1996 
a scientist named Rizzolatti found that 
when a monkey moves a certain part its 
body, its relevant brain sector becomes 
active. For example, when a monkey 
grabbed a peanut their premotor cortex 
became active. This was to be expected 
since those neurons, nerve cells, are 
responsible for the movement of that 
body part. What was unexpected 
however was when the monkey saw a 
human grab a peanut, the set of neurons 
became active in the part of the brain. 
They activated whether the monkey 
was seeing or doing. 

These neurons called mirror neurons 
are much more developed in humans. 
Have you ever wondered how a person 
can become so emotional due to a 
movie or get so worked up in a sports 
game? One key cause is mirror 
neurons. Human beings are unique 
creatures in the world. If a mother 
feeds her baby but refuses to touch it, 
the infant will die. There is more to life 
for humans then basic food, water, and 
shelter. Social interaction is critical in 
brain development as well as a healthy 

life style.

Mirror neurons, nerve cells, allow us to 
connect with other people. When you 
see someone carrying a large box you 
understand their pain, when you see 
someone get kicked in the leg, your 
mirror neurons activate. This allows us 
to relate to other people, to tune into 
others, in two words, create empathy. 
Humans have an innate mechanism 
within them that gives us the ability and 
desire to communicate and do so with 
an intention of love and understanding. 

FMRIs, brain imaging machines, show 
that when showing a patient a picture of 
a man or woman making a face the 
same parts of their brain activate as 
when they make that face. This 
connection helps us understand a bigger 
picture. Mirror neurons help explain 
why men will fight for women’s right 
to vote, why we American’s will protest 
for Palestinian rights, and why seeing 
any child suffer causes us intense 
discomfort even if it is not our own.

To see what happens when these mirror 
neurons are nonfunctional one only has 
to look at autistic children. Autistic 
children are otherwise brilliant, 
functional humans. Lacking in their 
repertoire of abilities however is 
inability to socially interact. Children 
suffering from this neurologically 
disease find themselves 
misunderstanding questions, avoiding 
eye contact, and otherwise isolating 
themselves. FMRI analysis shows that 
unlike a typical human, an autistic 
child’s mirror neurons do not activate. 

For children with fully developed 
brains, when a child opens his hands a 
set of neurons fire, these same neurons 
activate when they see someone else do 
the same action as expected due to 
mirror neurons. In autistic children 
unfortunately the mirror neurons do not 
fire when they see others open their 
hands. Their empathetic sector of their 
brain as well as the sectors designed to 
be in tune with other’s feelings are 
nonfunctional. This is much of the 
cause of Autism.

In a way these mirror neurons allow us 
to read other people’s minds. Not in a 
psychic sort of way but an 
understanding of another person’s 
intentions, dreams, and situation. We 
feel as they feel and their pain is our 
pain. So when hearing politicians or 
conventional thinking presented to you 
remember that we are physiologically 
built to relate to each other. While 
certain institutions and divisions we 
created work against our true nature, 
the concept of the mysterious other, 
working for himself at the expense of 
others, absent of feelings is not a 
genetic trait but an environmental 
circumstance that is fostered by a 
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culture that makes us an antagonist of 
our true self. As neuroscience continues 
to advance, the left will continue to win 
scientific arguments, while the right 
will be forced to cling to alternating 
theories based in ignorance or as they 
have done in Arizona, ban textbooks 
that dispel their myths.

-Daniel Fisher

Ramdom Words… - Feb 26 

The unions have been targeted for 
assassination 

the media has your opinion feed in 
daily rotation 

as you click back and fourth from 
station to station 

it sounds different but it’s a copy with 
little rotation 

we are helping ourselves protect 
another nation? 

death from above dropping uranium 
that’s depleted 

that vaporises in the air when it’s 
white-hot heated 

children born birth defected, deformed, 
and three feeted 

that’s from us! That’s what we did! 

-CM

“… on earth as it is in heaven” - Feb 
27 

It matters not if there is the heaven as 
our religions describe it. Yet, there must 
be something more vital and more 
sustained than what we now exist in. 
Why? Well, look around you, and study 
history. All we find is that there have, it 
seems, always been those among us 
who wanted more and more. Whether 
wealth was determined by how much 
gold, silver, or whatever the precious 
material was that everyone sought after, 
there was always (sadly) the haves and 
the have nots. Was this our purpose, the 
meaning for our very mortality, or the 
result of the free will programmed into 
our brains by whomever or whatever 
created us? My friend Jose, a healer 
and teacher, says that there is no God. 
He says that the universe is simply 
made up of Love or the vibration of 
what we call Love.  Most, if not all 
religions, say that there is a creator, a 
God, who loves and forgives us. To this 
writer, the bottom line is that this third 
dimension cannot be the finality of it 

all. How can it when we have such 
violence, greed, arrogance, and 
injustice, exploitation… and people 
like Romney, Gingrich and Santorum 
running for the highest office in the 
land? 

You walk into a CVS Pharmacy store. 
You wait for help. Why? Well, they 
keep cutting staff to save money. Ok, 
you say, well, things are bad all over, 
why not at CVS? Then you read that 
their CEO earned over 40 million 
dollars last year. Forty million, when 
his full time employees (if there even 
are many at all, other than managers 
and pharmacists), are most likely 
earning less than $ 10 and hour! 

You turn on the boob tube and watch 
C-Span’s coverage of the Congress. 
Did you know that almost 50%, or 250 
congressional reps, are millionaires? 
The top 10, those who earn in the mega 
millions a year, are strictly bipartisan in 
their wealth. Democrats and 
Republicans equally fall into the 
category of less than ½ of 1 % of our 
population! You want these people to 
watch out for YOU!? How many of 
them, and even most of those in 
Congress, need to worry about their 
next mortgage or rent payment? How 
many of them have to worry about how 
to save a tooth when it needs a Root 
Canal and Crown with a total cost of 
over $ 2000? We have 50+ million 
Americans with absolutely no health 
insurance, and perhaps another 100 
million with terrible insurance 
coverage. Of course, millionaires need 
not worry about doctor bills. Why 
should they? 

Is there such a thing as Karma, you 
know ‘as ye sow so shall ye reap ‘and 
all that? Well, it seems that all religions 
preach about how we all are ‘Our 
brother’s keeper ‘. If that is so, then 
how do we reconcile the fact that so 
few of us has so much of our 
accumulated wealth? If a fraction of 1 
% of us has so much, and the majority 
of the rest of we in the 99+ % have so 
little… don’t the very rich ever 
consider that if they do believe in a 
‘Sweet hereafter ‘? To all those super 
rich (and all those who actually support 
them), who happen to believe that 
Jesus Christ is the son of God, ever 
read the New Testament? When a rich 
man asked Jesus ‘Rabbi, how can I 
follow you? ‘Jesus told him ‘Go and 
give away ALL your money and 
possessions to the poor and come 
follow me ‘. The man shrugged and 
walked away… he could not do it. So it 
is with the super rich among us who 
think that by giving away 2% or 5 % of 
their mega millions (tax deductible of 
course) that they are following the path 

of Jesus.  Hogwash! Instead of focusing 
on what they give away to charity, let 
us focus on what they keep. The man or 
woman who has income or wealth of 
100 million dollars annually, after 
taxes, and gives away even one 
million… the other $99 million is still ‘ 
under the proverbial mattress ‘ , yes? 
How will Saint Peter or the ‘Law of 
Karma ‘greet them when time comes to 
cross the veil of mortality? 

‘What ye do to the least of mine you do 
to me! ‘ 

-PA Farruggio 

{Philip A Farruggio is son and 
grandson of Brooklyn, NYC 
longshoremen. He is a free lance 
columnist  (usually found on the fine 
Dandelion Salad site), an 
environmental products sales rep and 
an activist. Since 2010, Philip is a 
spokesperson for the 25% Solution 
Movement to Save Our Cities by 
cutting military spending 25%. Philip 
can be reached at 
paf1222@bellsouth.net }

Occupy Around the State: News 
about Occupy Florida – Feb 26

   Miami- Occupy Miami was evicted 
January 31 from its home dubbed 
“Peace City” near the Stephen P. Clark 
Government Center in Downtown 
Miami. According to the Huffington 
Post “At least three people were 
arrested”. The brave Occupiers chanted 
“All night, all day; Occupy M-I-A!” as 
cops in riot gear formed ranks; banging 
batons against riot shields in a vain 
attempt to intimidate the protesters. 
After a brief scuffle, most of Occupy 
Miami had been cleared from the park, 
however one Occupier had this to say 
“This is way beyond locations, this is a 
moment in history”. 

Jacksonville- Occupy Jax continues to 
maintain a presence near Jacksonville’s 
City Hall, much to the dismay of City 
Councilman Don Redman, a very vocal 
critic of the movement; who’s been 
quoted saying “I don’t think that 
they’re accomplishing anything. I can’t 
come up with any real issue they are 
standing for”.It is widely believed by 
members of Occupy Jax that 
councilman Redman is behind the 
January 17 shutting down of the 
electric outlets used by the protesters, 
effectively disabling the livestream. 
“Basically, his view of the First 
Amendment is that it’s fine to have, as 
long as you’re paying for it” said one 
Occupy Jax member. Occupy Jax is 
located at 117 W. Duval Street. 
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   Orlando- After a two-day trial, on 
February 3 a Orlando jury found 
Occupy Orlando member Megan 
Vermeer Not Guilty of trespassing, 
although she was found Guilty of a 
lesser violation of city code for being in 
Senator Beth Johnson Park after dark. 
She has been fined $200, ordered to do 
50 hours of community service and 
given six months of probation. Judge 
James Craner told her to stay away 
from Beth Johnson Park while on 
probation. More than 30 other members 
of Occupy Orlando are scheduled for 
similar trials in the near future. 

   Key West- On January 3, members of 
Occupy Key West held demonstrations 
against the National Defense 
Authorization Act near Duval Street. 
One demonstrator was dressed as a 
Judge, two others as Gitmo prisoners 
and another as Lady Justice herself. 
The group informed passers-by “The 
NDAA will authorize the U.S. 
Government to use the U.S. Military to 
imprison U.S. citizens who question the 
government agenda, detain them with 
no charges, or trial; indefinitely”. 

   Gainesville- Occupy Gainesville will 
host The Southeast Regional 
Convergence of Occupations March 
23-25. According to 
occupygainesville.org the purpose of 
the convergence is “an effort to build 
regional communication and 
networking among occupations”. 
Occupy Gainesville is still located at 
Bo Diddly Plaza. 

- by D. Micheal Cage

Practicality, Partisanship, or Profit? 
- Feb 28

We have all heard the excuses for over 
3 years now; Obama is playing 3 
dimensional chess, he doesn’t have 60 
senators, progress requires 
compromise, etc. The hero worshipping 
of the leader logic has bled from the 
right wing into the Democratic Party. 
Anyone who hasn’t been under a rock 
the past 30 years is well aware the GOP 
caters to the extreme right wing. That 
they use fear, race politics, and an us 
vs. theme cocktail of hate to convince 
uninformed voters to continue to vote 
for their political party. What is not as 
widely known, and openly defended, is 
the blatant hypocrisy of the Democrats.

Obama’s military strategy and civil 
liberties abuses continue to be the right 
of Bush. Something has changed 
however. The once vocal Democrats 
who roared so conveniently when they 
were not in power have transformed to 
powerless sheep who must surrender to 
the GOP’s will. From 2001-2009 all we 

heard was that the president’s power is 
too vast! Even with a House majority, 
there was simply no overcoming the 
relentless fight of the Bush led White 
House. Clearly the only solution was to 
give the Democrats their largest 
majority in decades in both chambers 
as well as a Democratic president.

Fast forward to the present and policy 
has changed and opinions have altered. 
Unfortunately for the left, both policy 
and political popular opinion have led 
to exactly where many predicted after 
the Democrat’s electoral success. 
Democrats who once pretended to act 
on the side of the people have adopted 
Republican positions, while the GOP 
continuously takes the right at 
Albuquerque. Instead of standing on 
principal the Democrat followers have 
chosen practicality, partisanship, and 
profit over policy. 

Among the dozens of policies, that 
would make Reagan seem like the 
Socialist candidate an election, adopted 
by Obama are the use of drones 
wherever he sees fit. Obama has been 
able to miraculously exercise his past 
demons of being a constitutional law 
professor by embracing policies 
Cheney could have only dreamed of. 
With the perceived political left 
neutered by politics, there has been no 
opposition within Washington. By 
adopting these once fringe political 
positions the entire political spectrum 
has changed. What once was a 
difference of parties has become the 
norm, thus the Democrats shifting to 
the right. 

Instead of noticing that their beloved 
Democratic Party is to the right of the 
once radical right Richard Nixon, the 
Democratic voters have instead 
embraced the disregard of principal 
enthusiastically. As Obama continues 
injecting steroids into the spirit of The 
Patriot Act, Democrats boo Occupy 
supporters for daring to question his 
policy on drone use and his flirtation 
with a war with Iran. This is of course 
goes unchallenged by the 4th estate, 
much like the Democratic Party 
supporters, the media only amplifies 
the propaganda by the president.

Most disappointing is the so called 
liberal Democrats, otherwise known as 
the progressive wing of the party. To 
quote a Washington Post article, “But 
fully 77 percent of liberal Democrats 
endorse the use of drones, meaning that 
Obama is unlikely to suffer any 
political consequences as a result of his 
policy in this election year.” Among 
other atrocities of the 
progressive/liberal wing of the 
Democrats is that 53% of self-
identified liberals support keeping 
Guantanamo Bay open, while 67% of 

the moderate or conservative 
Democrats support keeping the human 
rights stampeding prison open. Overall 
83% of Americans approve of Obama’s 
drone policy according to ABC news 
polling. 

Apparently warrantless wire taping was 
a huge red flag to Democrats when 
done by Bush but warrantless 
extrajudicial killings are just peachy 
when done by Obama. Run as the anti-
war president but expand war and keep 
the symbol of injustice around the 
world open. Pretend to be against the 
illegal liar driven war of Iraq but 
invoke the same rhetoric for Iran.

Today 78% of Americans believe Iran 
is actively producing nuclear weapons. 
68% of those respondents believe that 
when Iran achieves creating this 
nuclear weapon, they will likely use it 
on another nation. This is of course 
complete nonsense. Every public 
statement made by our security officials 
and all international agencies have 
found Iran is not currently creating 
nuclear weapons, not trying to do so, 
and has no plans to do so. Among the 
dozens include Defense Intelligence 
Agency Director Lieutenant General 
Ronald Burgess who made this 
comment during the Senate Armed 
Services Committee:

"To the West, Iran remains committed 
to threatening U.S. interests in the 
region through its support to terrorist 
and militant groups, including in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, while it remains 
committed to strengthening its naval, 
nuclear and missile capabilities. Iran 
can close the Straits of Hormuz, at least 
temporarily, and may launch missiles 
against United States forces and our 
allies in the region, if it is attacked. Iran 
could also attempt to employ terrorist 
surrogates worldwide. However, the 
agency assesses Iran is unlikely to 
initiate or intentionally provoke a 
conflict."

To sum that up, we have nothing on 
Iran but we’ll try and link them to 
whatever we can think of. Instead of 
Democrats realizing the playbook of 
Iraq is essentially being duplicated, 
they have fallen prey to the same 
plague they criticized the GOP 
supporters of catching so easily. 50% of 
Democrats support preventing Iran 
from obtaining nuclear weapons even if 
it means military action while only 
38% oppose. Fallen into the same trap 
as the Republicans, Democrats now 
cheerlead graciously as Obama strips us 
of our rights and expands US 
interventionism. 

I have seen this movie before and the 
ending isn’t pretty. The left can no 
longer afford to allow the Democrats to 
speak for their cause. Policy has turned 
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into a high school pep rally where as 
long as the one committing atrocities 
around the world wears a D on their 
helmet, it’s perfectly fine. In fact it 
should be celebrated! The supporters of 
this party will cite practically or an 
inability for you to understand politics. 
Ironically it is them who do not 
understand politics or practicality. 

By adopting formally neocon positions, 
the Obama administration and its 
supporters have created bipartisanship 
support for indefinite detentions, 
murdering Americans without trial, and 
removing even the most elementary 
truisms of state sovereignty. 
Practicality is used by plutocrats to 
suppress dissent. Even politically 
speaking, Bush did not win 99% of his 
policy desires through compromise but 
through political hard ball and a will to 
win. Democratic supporters 
immediately accept defeat by playing 
within the boundaries provided to 
them, created by the funders who 
supply both parties. Creativity and 
sound legislation has been thrown to 
the side, replaced with blind allegiance 
for an at best moderate conservative in 
Barack Obama. The Democrats play 
their role and do flawlessly. They are 
the Washington Generals of 
Washington D.C., paid to lose every 
time. 

All members of Occupy should begin 
to make a concerted effort every day to 
fight back this propaganda. Leaving it 
up to the media and establishment 
conventional wisdom has clearly failed 
us; under no circumstance should we 
go to war with Iran. Who you may have 
perceived as your allies in the 
Democratic Party are no less 
brainwashed then the average 
American. Those who know the truth 
must spread it. Remember facts and 
reasons are on your side; you should 
have nothing to fear. In the end you 
will be proven correct, as you were in 
Iraq among dozens of other examples. 

-Daniel Fisher

FEBRUARY ROUND-UP

Occupy Daytona Beach's Tuesday 
night General Assemblies (GAs) have 
moved to Sweet Marlay's Coffee 
Shop.  GAs are held on the first & third 
Tuesdays of the month at 7:00 PM at 
Sweet Marlay's (214 S. Beach St) and 
every Saturday at 4:00 PM at the corner 
of ISB and Beach St. (at the base of the 
bridge).   GAs are open to all who 
would like to attend and participation 
in direct democracy is encouraged. 
This is what democracy looks like!

Direct Action:  Fight Back Fridays. 
Occupy Daytona Beach has been 
holding rallies on Friday afternoons 
from 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM at various big 
banks in the Daytona Beach area. 
Occupiers gathered in front of Wells 
Fargo and Bank of America to protest 
the greed and corruption on the part of 
these banks that resulted in, and 
continues to result in, foreclosures and 
financial devastation for many 
American families, especially in 
Florida.  Banks got bailed out – we got 
sold out!

No War on Iran National Day of 
Action was February 4.  Several 
members of Occupy Daytona Beach 
joined members of Occupy Tampa, St. 
Pete for Peace, Veterans for Peace, and 
others for a march on MacDill Air 
Force Base in Tampa.   Approximately 
75-100 protesters rallied on the corners 
of Interbay and S. Dale Mabry, then 
marched up and down S. Dale Mabry, 
and then rallied at the gates of MacDill.

Saturday February 4,  was 
International Day of Solidarity with 
Leonard Peltier.  Actions were held 
world-wide to demand clemency for 
the political prisoner.  Peltier is 
currently held in the United States 
Penitentiary at Coleman, Florida. 
Supporters may write to him at:

LEONARD PELTIER #89637-132
USP COLEMAN I
U.S. PENITENTIARY
P.O. BOX 1033
COLEMAN, FL 33521

February 10-26 was the Annual 
Regional Rainbow Gathering at the 
Ocala National Forest.  Despite much 
“focalization”, no official Occupy 
camp was formed; however, many 
occupiers from assorted locales 
attended the Gathering.  Lovin' you 
Family!

This month, a Volusia County judge 
found that the City of  Daytona 
Beach's law against sleeping in 
public is unconstitutional.  Prior to 
this finding, an individual could be 
fined and jailed for sleeping on public 
benches, sidewalks, etc.  The judge's 
finding is sure to have a significant 
impact on the lives of the city's 
homeless residents that were previously 
treated as criminals if they had no 
where else to sleep but on the streets. 
Here's to the judge for doing what's 
right!

The Occupy the Roads (OTR) crew 
visited Daytona Beach!  OTR has 
visited occupations across the country, 
with Occupy Daytona Beach being the 
53rd!  While in town OTR participated 

in several actions including: Food Not 
Bombs meeting, Fight Back Friday 
bank protest, Critical Mass, banner 
drops, and Carrabba's mic check. 
Solidarity!  Check out their website 
occupytheroads.org

Direct Action:  Stop SB 2106! 
Information Distribution and Mic 
Check.  On Friday, February 24, 
members of Occupy Daytona Beach 
performed direct actions at Outback 
Steakhouse and Carrabba's Italian Grill 
on ISB to protest and bring awareness 
to SB 2106, the state bill aimed at 
lowering Florida's minimum wage for 
tipped employees.

UPCOMING NATIONAL & 
INTERNATIONAL DAYS OF 
ACTION & SOLIDARITY:

February 29 – #F29 Shut Down the 
Corporations Day

March 1 – National Day of Action for 
Education

March 15 – #M15 #OWS

April 1 – International Food Not 
Bombs Day of Action

April 22 – Earth Day

May 1 – #M1GS - Occupy May Day 
World-wide General Strike & 
International Worker's Day

….

The Occupied Daytona News Journal is 

a free, independent, underground, 

gorilla news publication that does not 

and will not have paid advertisements. 

The ODNJ will never censor it's writers 

and will always stand behind free 

speech and press. The ODNJ operates 

solely on donations of materials, 

money, and time. We always need 

paper, toner, and other supplies and 

help in distribution of the paper. If you 

would like to help support the ODNJ 

please contact us at 

occupieddaytonanewsjournal@gmx.com

Thank you for your support!

-ODNJ


