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About the Occupied 
Daytona News Journal

The Occupied Daytona News 
Journal is a newspaper written 
and produced by an all 
volunteer staff consisting of 
some members of Occupy 
Daytona Beach.

Occupy Daytona Beach is a 
non-partisan movement, derived 
from and in solidarity with the 
Occupy Wall Street movement, 
we are dedicated to the 
necessary removal of 
overwhelming corporate 
influence from yours and our 
elected government.

The views expressed in The 
Occupied Daytona News 
Journal are the views of the 
individual writers and not the 
views of Occupy Daytona as a 
whole, unless noted otherwise; 
the ODNJ is not the “official” 
voice of Occupy Daytona or 
any other organization. It is 
the mission of ODNJ to provide 
a voice to the voiceless, we are 
the 99%….

Send your comments, letters 
and/or article submissions to: 
occupieddaytonanewsjournal
@gmx.com

VOX POPULI

Why is the United States arming Despots in Bahrain? – May 30

As Abdulhadi Alkhawaja enters his 100th 
plus day of hunger strike within the 
prisons of Bahrain’s Monarchy, any 
logical individual would openly question 
supporting these human rights abusers that 
Mr. Alkhawaja, among thousands of 
others, protest on a daily basis. Especially 
support coming from a Nobel Peace prize 
winner such as President Obama.  Citing 
national security interests the state 
department has announced it will permit a 
multi-million dollar weapons shipment to 
Bahrain despite the continued repression 
by the Monarchs. 

Over the past year civilians have been 
held indefinitely in prisons, human rights 
activists homes have been raided, civilians 
have been murdered, and doctors and 
nurses who have attempted to treat the 
wounded have been charged with crimes 
against the state which are being held in 
military tribunals. Current president of the 
Bahrain Center for Human Rights Nabeel 
Rajab has been held almost a month now under asinine charges in desperate hopes that his 
imprisonment will prevent further organizing against the repressive regime.

Bahrain is home to the United States Navy’s Fifth Fleet, on the heels of Saudi Arabia who 
doesn’t welcome the idea of a democracy on its doorstep. Human Rights Watch Executive 
Director Kenneth Roth expands on why the United States would support such brutality: 

“There are two minor reasons and one big reason. You know, the minor reasons are the 
military base in Bahrain, which the U.S. doesn’t want to lose, concern about Iranian

(BAHRAIN - CONTINUED on Page 2)

A Deeper Look Is Needed – May 30

Living in Daytona Beach can be dull and sometimes exciting. Taking a morning stroll to the beach on Saturday I stumbled 
upon another Daytona Beach Crime Scene, the story unfolds as follows: 

At approximately 7:00AM on Saturday March 25, 2012, Daytona Beach Police Department responded to a report of a 
“chemical smell” coming from a beachside apartment just off of Daytona Beach and Florida’s famous A1A South Atlantic 
Avenue. DBPD discovered an active clandestine meth lab and closed down A1A from Lenox Avenue to Silver Beach 
Avenue from approximately 7:00am until after 1:00PM. One person has been charged and the second floor beachside 
meth lab with an ocean view has been shut down. 

This is just about where most media sources would stop. The story has been documented, on the surface. The police have 
found the culprits, of the immediate crime, and they will be punished according to our law. This will undoubtedly solve 
the problem, well not really solve it but maybe cover it up for today. As stated, this is where the story ends for most media 
news sources; However, this is where the real story begins, let’s dissect the issue and possible root causation’s. 

“Nobody wants to become a junkie…” or so the “Just say no” commercial said, then why do people do drugs? This is a 
question that needs much more than a paragraph to really expand upon. People commonly use drugs to escape reality and 
forget about the wows of society. Our culture is an enormous burden on the mind and souls of all humanity. The 
expectations forced upon every living human at birth by modern civilization carry an enormous burden that in reality is 
rarely examined. The complexities of love and survival are alone enough to stress any “normal” person. However, when 
the weight of school, career, finance, transportation and other necessities of the modern age it becomes easier to see why 
one may need to escape, not to mention other complications such as but not limited to abuse and property damage and/or 
loss. From this infinitively complex man-made weight of expectations and responsibilities, drugs can provide an escape 
and refuge. However the dependency and/or addiction to the narcotics can be traumatic and horrific, but I do not need to 
tell that story as you have heard it and likely you see every day in the real world of capitalism. 

Okay, well then if the trafficking and/or manufacturing of illegal drugs is illegal and one could face severe punishment 
from the penal system then why would someone participate in in illegal commerce such as drug trafficking and 

(DEEPER LOOK - CONTINUED on Page 2)
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(BAHRAIN - CONTINUED from 
Page 1)

influence just across the Persian Gulf, 
in the fact that Bahrain has a majority 
Shia population, like Iran. There’s fear 
of influence there. But I think the 
dominant reason is Saudi Arabia. 
Bahrain is a little island linked by a 
causeway to Saudi Arabia. And Saudi 
Arabia simply is not going to tolerate a 
genuine democracy immediately off its 
shore, particularly one in which Shias, 
if there were free elections, could easily 
prevail. That would set a precedent, in 
particular, for Saudi Arabia’s Eastern 
Province, the oil-producing province 
which itself has a very substantial Shia 
population. And the monarchy in Saudi 
Arabia simply is drawing a line and 
saying, "No way." And the U.S. is 
deferring to that.” 

National security apparently seems be a 
code word for geopolitical games that 
favor the United States. Democracy 
seems to be only a plus when it fits our 
country’s need for resources at the 
behest of citizens of the United States 
and Bahrain, as well as a potential 
democratic domino effect for Bahrain’s 
neighbors. Instead of fostering 
democratic uprising, the United States 
sells killing machines to a failed state 
in order to satisfy their own greed. 

Currently employed in Bahrain are only 
three neuroscientists. These trained 
experts would seem to come in handy 
when a government is shooting at 
civilians heads to shut them up. 
Unfortunately for the civilians one of 
these men, Dr. Nabeel Hameeb, has 
also been charged, detained, and 
tortured. The courts charged Dr. 
Hameeb of committing the very 
ailment he was treating, putting a bullet 
to the patient’s brain. Other nurses and 
doctors have been charged with 
stealing hospital equipment, occupying 
the hospital without permission, and 
defamation against the state. 

This is not breaking news to the 
president or anyone familiar with the 
region. Inspired by the Arab Spring, 
Bahrain attempted to follow in its 
neighbor’s footsteps by creating a more 
transparent democratic society. The 
spirit of the movement was never 
endorsed by the United States however 
and with this arms deal, the United 
States is officially against it. Fearing 
the same type of democratic spread that 
Bahrain felt from Egypt, Saudi Arabia 
and the United States cannot risk the 
possibility of losing resource (oil) 
access even if lives will be lost to 
despots. 

I would like to see what other Nobel 
Peace Prize winner has endorsed such a 
policy or actively created one. By what 
moral grounds can the United States 

condemn any other state while they 
support such atrocities? What is clear is 
that the United States needs financial 
incentive to intervene with soft or hard 
power in international affairs. 
Remember that the next time you hear 
a pundit express why the United States, 
the beacon of democracy, should 
invade Iran to build democracy the 
American way. 

-Daniel Fisher

(DEEPER LOOK - CONTINUED 
from Page 1)

manufacturing and/or cultivation? In 
most cases people get involved in the 
black market to make money. Our 
minimum wage, also known as starving 
wage, merely serves as a pathetic joke 
in today’s economy and leaves families 
hungry and desperate to make ends 
meet. When a person feels there is no 
other way for them to get ahead, they 
will resort to other actions. Yes, these 
actions could include but are not 
limited to drug manufacturing, drug 
trafficking, theft, robbery, et cetera. 
When all hope is lost in the dark and 
lonely abyss of capitalism, people will 
do what they must to survive. Survival 
in the modern day capitalistic empire of 
American is more than just food, 
cloths, and shelter; Survival is food, 
cloths, shelter, transportation, 
communication, among many other 
“luxury” items and widgets that are 
now unnecessary necessities in the 
modern world. 

The war on drugs is a war on people. 
The United States government has been 
waging a war on it’s own people for 
decades now under the guise of 
eliminating drugs from our streets 
when in reality the war on drugs is a 
multi-billion dollar industry. Yes, the 
police make money from fighting drugs 
and it even provides job security for 
not only the police force and prison 
industrial complex but all industries 
relating to drug testing, rehabilitation, 
drug consoling, et cetera. The war on 
drugs is a total failure; However, it 
does provide an ongoing and endless 
war like the “war on terror”. It gives 
the government and in this case law 
enforcement a gargantuan proportioned 
budget to finance the civil oppression 
of the hard working people of this 
country. 

The time to end the “war on drugs” is 
long over due. It is time to to really fix 
some major issues that impact people 
of America everyday like poverty and 
health care. It is time we address the 
root causes for drug addiction and treat 

the problem at the source not apply 
topical solutions to cover up and hide 
our real problems. If we truly want to 
eradicate drug addiction, we should 
start the fight with education and real 
health care services and rehabilitation 
that work not the same punish the bad 
people plan of action. 

-Maximus Scribus

#NATGAT/Occupy National 
Gathering – May 30

Beginning July 30th 2012 Occupiers 
from Occupations around the nation 
will gather in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. There will be a wide 
range of activities for all in attendance 
including but not limited to discussions, 
teach-ins, political theater, protests and 
direct actions. “It’s not a convention, 
not a general assembly, it’s a gathering” 
said Nate, an active Occupy Philly 
activist. 

For several months planning has been 
taking place. On January 7th Occupy 
Philly endorsed a national gathering 
working group. Within two months 
things started growing via Interoccupy. 
Occupy Sacramento followed by a few 
others and the Occupy Wall Street. 
Now approved and endorsed by over 50 
General Assemblies around the country. 
This National Gathering is not to be 
confused with the “99% Deceleration” 
event, it is fully endorsed by over 50 
independent General Assemblies. Since 
the first concept of the National 
Gathering the process has been open, 
transparent, and horizontal. All 
Interoccupy calls are online and 
available for review. 

All are welcome and invited to gather 
at Independence Mall and engage in a 
transparent democratic process 
reflecting the values of the movement. 
Matt Taibi, President of National 
Lawyers Guild, Reverend Billy of the 
Church of Stop Shopping, Michael 
Moore, Guitar Army, Retired Police 
Captain and Occupier Ray Lewis, are 
all confirmed as participants in 
National Occupy Gathering in Philly 
July 4th weekend. 

For more information check out these 
links:

http://interoccupy.org/occupy-national-
gathering-philadelphia-july-4-2012/ 

http://www.occupynationalgathering.com/

-Maximus Scribus
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Salting the earth with uranium death 
– May 30 

Salting the earth with uranium death 

it enhances the flavor to steal your last 
breath 

we have dreams, souls, flesh, and bones 

they roll hot with unmanned predator 
drones 

bombing the evil doers raining hell 
from the sky 

murdering innocent men, women, and 
children, they all must die 

clear your mind today of your 
misconceptions 

all of your leaders are butchers with 
horrific intentions 

they have perpetrated the slaughterer of 
countless civilians 

war is profit, profit is capital, capital 
shapes every decision 

look around, we live in a gun point 
democracy 

and our cup overflowith with unending 
hypocrisy 

a person within with a free mind to 
question 

will be met by the police state’s violent 
oppression 

…humanity’s regression 

-Maximus Scribus

Our absolute liberty is bound with 
yours – May 30

Our absolute liberty is bound with 
yours. If you bow down and conform to 
the hierarchy that oppresses us all, you 
force not only yourself in to servitude 
but you force all of humanity and every 
living creature in the world in to 
servitude. The compromises you make 
when you give up your freedom for the 
machine regardless of if said action is 
done in compliance due to fear of the 
state punishing the individual or out of 
desire for useless tangible goods 
produced by the machine have no 
bearing on the shackles you condemn 
us all to carry. Your compliance allows 
a system that cares not for people but 
inanimate intangibles such as wealth to 
be the guiding factor in the world we 
live in, intern ostracizing the vast 
majority of living beings and forcing 
them to live under false moral rules that 
are shaped by the opulent oligarchs that 
rule us. 

When will we all unite in mutual aid 
and end the endless oppression of 
ourselves? 

When will we see, WE ARE THE 
ONES WE HAVE BEEN WAITING 
FOR? 

“WE ARE UNSTOPPABLE, 
ANOTHER WORLD IS POSSIBLE!”

-Maximus Scribus

Smedley, Ike and Me: Anyone 
Listening, America? – May 30

In 1935, a book was published, War Is 
a Racket , by retired Marine General 
Smedley Butler. In this brief book 
Butler embellishes his belief that our 
nation’s foreign policy was controlled 
and manipulated by private corporate 
interests… all in the name of greed. 
Wars, invasions and occupations by our 
military, according to General Butler, 
were all predicated on the desire for 
profit by corporations. He himself 
called his past life as a Marine general 
as being a gangster for these private 
industrial interests. He used WW1 as 
an example of who made the profits for 
our military being sent ‘Over there’. 
Apparently, most of our American 
public at that time could not care less 
for what Smedley Butler was selling.

In January of 1961, retiring President 
Dwight Eisenhower gave his farewell 
address. In it, this cold warrior made a 
sort of indirect mea culpa as to the 
“vast military industrial complex…” as 
he put it. Ike knew just how diabolical 
this network of war making 
corporations could be. As president he 
himself did many dirty deeds in the 
name of ‘fighting communism’. A 
whole list of countries that the United 
States pushed our sabers into, whether 
overtly or most often covertly, defines 
how we will be recorded by truthful 
historians… however few and far 
between they may be. Our current 
position as the world’s superpower is 
the bastard child of this greedy and 
corrupting military industrial 
complex… simply known to many as 
an empire. 

This writer stands with sign in hand 
each week to once again sound the 
alarm bells that General Butler and 
President Eisenhower rang. I join with 
many others who want to finally curtail 
and pullback this military industrial 
empire. Many of us are progressives 
and libertarians politically… it does not 
matter. The truth of it all is that if this 
obscene and financially disastrous 
military spending is not cut drastically, 

our great nation will crumble from 
within. No terrorist attack could do as 
much damage as that! There is a 
movement nationwide to get the 
Congress to cut this tragically high 
spending by a minimum of 25%. Since 
2001, military spending has almost 
doubled! It now hovers at over $560 
billion a year, or 56 cents of every tax 
dollar we each send to Uncle Sam. 
Imagine if even one half of that savings 
went back to each state and its cities’ 
budgets? The city of Daytona Beach 
nearby, for example, would receive 35 
million dollars a year. That amount 
would wipe out all of the cuts in 
services for that community…. Just 
with half of the savings from the 25% 
cuts in military spending. We could 
then shut down our 800+ overseas 
military bases and hundreds of 
thousands of our troops would return 
home, at more savings. With our 
powerful navy and our satellite 
technology, America would still be 
safer than it is now. Why? Well, when 
you take your boot off of the throat of 
someone, they can breathe easier, yes?

It is time for the fine and dedicated 
Occupy movement members and the 
equally important labor union 
movement to get on board with but one 
focus: Pullback this military empire! 
All the other peripherals such as greedy 
Wall Street, terrible foreclosures, viable 
and real health care reform, layoffs etc 
are all connected to this overzealous 
military empire. It is time for we who 
‘know better’ to be role models for the 
majority of Americans who still buy 
into the mainstream media’s hype and 
spin. There is no major difference, so 
far as this military industrial empire 
goes, between the two major political 
parties. Yes, the Republicans are more 
caustic, but the Democrats are more 
diabolical by their hypocrisy. When a 
libertarian conservative like Ron Paul 
agrees with a lifelong progressive like 
Ralph Nader…. 

-Philip A. Farruggio

Philip A. Farruggio is son and 
grandson of Brooklyn, NYC 
longshoremen. He is a free lance  
columnist (found on the fine Dandelion 
Salad site), an environmental products  
sales rep and an activist. Since 2010,  
Philip is a spokesperson for the 25% 
Solution Movement to Save Our Cities  
by cutting military spending 25%.  
Philip can be reached at  
paf1222@bellsouth.net.

This article was written by Philip A.  
Farruggio , Featured Writer for  
Dandelion Salad, on May 19, 2012 and 



Page 4

was originally published on Dandelion  
Salad 
(http://dandelionsalad.wordpress.com/
2012/05/20/smedley-ike-and-me-
anyone-listening-america-by-philip-a-
farruggio/) on May 20, 2012.

An Analysis of Bill Moyer's 
“Movement Action Plan – the 8 
Stages of a Movement,” Particularly 
as to how it Applies to the Occupy 
Movement – May 30

Introduction 

This past semester I filled in one of the 
holes in my schedule with a class called 
“Leadership.” It sounds like a funny 
thing to do for someone who has 
become rather devoted to the concept 
of vigorous opposition to hierarchy and 
formal leaders. I went into the class 
hoping to learn two things: what are the 
pitfalls of “leadership” and what what 
ideas might I stumble upon that I would 
find thought provoking or even useful 
and amenable as tools hidden away in 
the course that I could possibly “adopt” 
in my own life and as a part of my late 
blooming involvement as an “activist.” 

My biggest take away, and favorite part 
of the course, was our reading and 
discussion of Bill Moyer's concept of 
the 8 stages of a many movement's 
development. It helped me to think 
about and appreciate the stages that the 
Occupy movement has progressed 
through and to counter the sometimes 
depressing sense of burn out or 
frustration which can sometimes seem 
pervasive within our movement.

As with any written text there are many 
things I like and many things I disagree 
with. I have started to feel like this 
disclaimer is becoming redundant in 
my writing but too often there are folks 
who criticize elements that I too 
disagree with but those readers seem to 
be attributing those parts of an article 
or book to me, as if I have swallowed 
someone else's argument hook line and 
sinker. 

Moyers breaks the general progression 
of most movements into 8 stages. He 
acknowledges that every movement is 
unique and does not pass through the 
stages in the same order or in the time 
frames he suggests. He writes that 
“Social movements do not fit neatly 
into MAP's eight stages or move 
through them in a linear way. Social 
movements are more dynamic.” 

I find that the Occupy movement 
already challenges the order of the 
stages and the time frames. One of the 
unique elements that make the Occupy 

movement different from other social 
movements of the last few decades is 
that it seems in several ways to be 
accelerated. I feel Occupy is currently 
experiencing elements of several of the 
stages in a chronological order 
different from Moyer's model. 

Bill's generic model progresses as 
follows:

Moyer's observations are primarily 
meant to counter the idea that “...after 
achieving the goals of “take-off”, every 
major social movement of the past 
twenty years has undergone a 
significant collapse... This has 
happened even when movements were 
actually progressing reasonably well...”

I believe that Occupy Philly [with 
which I am most familiar] and most 
other Occupies began to struggle with 
the idea of either failure or near 
collapse most profoundly just before 
our various evictions. We experienced 
a few weeks of rallying in anger and 
defiance after the raids but we then a 
general feeling of malaise, frustration 
and divisiveness set. This seems to 
have reached an apex over our winter 
re-groupings though we continue to 
suffer from bouts of pessimism as to 
our purpose, “messaging” and “vision” 
as we move into the “American 
Spring.” 

Moyers makes a convincing argument 
that “Many experienced activists are 
“take-off junkies”. I see a parallel to 
this observation in the reality that the 
first two or three weeks of our presence 
on City Hall's Dilworth plaza there 
were routinely hundreds of people 
milling about within our encampment 
as well as two marches that included 
close to a thousand people. Since then 
our largest marches have been 
estimated at 400-800 people and most 
other actions draw 70-100 participants.

I do not find this surprising or 
particularly concerning. We were new 
and novel and the first mass movement 
in decades. People who were 
sympathetic or just curious came to see 
us “in action.” Many of those who were 
sympathetic never intended to be “full 
time” activists participating in all of 
our future direct actions and marches. 
They returned to their responsibilities 
trying to survive a severe 
recession/depression, care for their 
children, other dependents etc etc. No 

shame in taking care of those you love 
and who need you for their immediate 
survival in a time of profound crisis! 

Moyers posits that “...after “take-off”, 
most activists inevitably perceive that 
their movement is failing, and their 
own efforts are futile. This leads to 
burnout, dropout, and the dissipation of 
movements.” 

Whenever Moyers says this takes place 
approximately two years after the start 
of the movement. While mindful not to 
be hubristric, I really do feel that a sped 
up six months applies to most of this 
stage in our movement. I do not ascribe 
this accelerated pace to Occupy 
participant's genius but to the fact that 
the recession hit with it's full force in 
2008 however wide spread dissent and 
action did not develop until late 2011. 

So, on to Bill's 7 Stages... 

1: Normal Times - 

“There are three major kinds of 
opposition:professional opposition 
organizations (POOs), ideological or 
principled dissent groups, and 
grassroots groups that represent the 
victims. 

The professional opposition 
organizations are centralized formal 
organizations...They are hierarchical... 
[Their] efforts have little success...” 

In the “Normal Times” stage there is an 
existing problem but few are aware of it 
or how it violates the “societal myths” 
we live by. American's [predominantly 
white and middle class] believed that a 
lifetime of hard work was sufficient to 
achieve the American dream. They 
believed that we were a nation of 
“rugged individualists” where anyone 
could become President or, through 
sufficient effort, enter the top 1% of 
wealthy citizens. 

Even after the economic bubble burst 
most Americans still believed that it 
was a recession like any other. Things 
would return to “normal” after a year or 
two and the good times would roll 
again. I believe this phase lasted until 
early 2011. 

2: Prove the Failure - 

When I arrived at the Philly 
encampment on day 1 I was 
flabbergasted that thousands of people 
knew about the Citizens United 
Supreme Court ruling, or fracking, or 
the intricacies of the Wall Street 
bailouts. I thought only myself and a 
few “enlightened” internet friends were 
aware of these things. That was now 
obviously not the case! 

The failure had already been proven to 
thousands, and that was just in our one 
city. As the Occupy movement spread 
at lightening speed across the country it 
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was apparent that there was an 
enormous amount of pent up 
knowledge and energy just looking for 
a way to express itself. 

Moyers addressees why this may have 
been the case even though the recession 
was already past the 3 year mark. 
“Holding the belief that social 
problems can be corrected by POOs 
[Professional Opposition 
Organizations] using mainstream 
institutions and methods without... a 
struggle, which uses extra-
parliamentary nonviolent action that 
changes the present imbalance of 
power...” has been insufficient to bring 
about effective wide spread change. 
Americans have seen their incomes and 
freedoms steadily eroded despite 
thousands of petitions signed and 
millions of letter sent to Congress. 

3: RIPENING CONDITIONS - 

This began to change in early 2011 
when activists in Madison Wisconsin 
occupied the State House and raised a 
ruckus worthy of a prize! A few folks 
in the mainstream media were allowed 
to appear as Sunday morning talking 
heads and make their criticisms of the 
culture and system of America . It was 
obvious that the system was failing to 
address the concerns of the majority of 
Americans. The growth of the 
surveillance state, the bailouts on Wall 
Street - the very definition of “welfare” 
and “socialism” - followed by record 
bonuses to CEOs awarded them for 
nearly running their own corporations 
into the ground had indeed revealed the 
failure of the system. 

Mr Moyers writes “The “take-off” of a 
new social movement requires 
preconditions that build up over many 
years. These conditions include ...a 
growing discontented population of 
victims and allies, and a budding 
autonomous grassroots opposition.” 
Interestingly, and little mentioned, is 
that the first wide scale, long term, 
occupations of public space first took 
place in Spain in the spring 2011. 
These “indignados,” as they called 
themselves, were already using a 
version of the General Assembly, tents 
and direct actions that would only 
arrive in NYC in late September. 

I agree with Bill when he says “Having 
the bureaucracy, legalism, and 
centralized power of the POOs squash 
the creativity, independence, nonviolent 
methods, and spontaneity of the new 
grassroots groups...” allowed many of 
us to still hope that “Change We Could 
Believe In” was just around the corner. 
As President Obama, who was the very 
first politician for whom I actively 
campaigned, began to rapidly and 
shamelessly compromise with the very 
powers that had both created and 

continued the economic crisis, 
conditions continued to ripen. 

“Yet, no one—the public, power-
holders, or even the new wave 

activists— [expected] the emergence of 
a new movement.” 

4: Take-off - 

“New social movements surprise and 
shock everyone when they burst into 
the public 

spotlight ...Overnight, a previously 
unrecognized social problem becomes 
a social issue that everyone is talking 
about.” 

This was exactly the case with the 
Occupy movement. A small article in 
Adbusters Magazine and a few tweets 
in the early summer of '11 asking that 
activists gather in NYC and “Occupy 
Wall Street” went largely unnoticed. I, 
and most who would later become an 
occupier, were entirely unaware of this 
call for a protest. 

The request for a “General Assembly” 
turned out to be anything but. It began 
with a stage, a permit and a sound 
system where officially approved 
members of POOs made speeches. It 
was a lecture, not a General Assembly 
in the tradition of Spain, the Zapatistas, 
the Quakers or several other past and 
present experiments in direct 
democracy. 

A small group of people, dismayed at 
this misuse of the term General 
Assembly, removed themselves from 
this event and sat in a circle out of 
earshot. These “anarchist” long time 
NYC activists organized a true-to-form 
General Assembly. It was there that the 
“process” of horizontal leaderless 
direct democracy that Occupy would 
adopt was worked out. Following the 
sham Assembly and, having completed 
their initial conversation, the 
“anarchists” left and tried to gather for 
the the encampment. That park had 
been blockaded by the New York 
Police Department who had already 
gathered intelligence on the proposed 
event. 

Fortunately, some of the more 
experienced NYC activists had already 
scouted out alternative locations in 
anticipation of just such a development. 
They descended on choice number 2 - 
Zuccotti Park, a couple of blocks away 
from Wall Street. This would later 
prove to be an advantage over the 
original proposed location as it was a 
“privately owned public space.” This 
bit of Orwellian “double speak” meant 
that the area was to be open to the 
public 24 hours a day, as per an 
agreement with NYC as a per-requisite 
for the owners to be allowed to violate 
zoning restrictions and develop the 

surrounding area however they chose. 
This created a conundrum as the City of 
NY and the private owners of this 
“public space” scrambled to work out 
the details of just what this strange new 
public/private agreement meant. 

I feel the occupation of Zuccotti Park 
proved to be the “trigger event**” that 
Moyers describes as essential for any 
movement's “take-off” stage.” 

“It starts with a highly publicized, 
shocking incident, a “trigger event”, 
followed by a nonviolent action 
campaign that includes large rallies and 
dramatic civil disobedience. 

Soon these are repeated in local 
communities around the country. The 
trigger event is a shocking incident that 
dramatically reveals a critical social 
problem to the general public in a new 
and vivid way,” 

Moyers, writing his article in 1986 
almost seems sometimes to have had 
prophetic abilities: 

“These new groups usually adopt loose 
organizational structures that are based 
on direct participatory democracy, little 
formal structure, and loosely defined 
membership. 

Together these groups form a new wave 
of movement because they are a new 
force and are not connected to either 
the established POOs or principled 
dissent organizations. The power-
holders are shocked, upset, and angry. 
They realize that the genie is out of the 
bottle. They have lost on the first law of 
political control: keep issues out of 
people's consciousness” 

Bill offers examples of the pitfalls most 
likely to arise during each stage of a 
movement. Some of the pitfalls of the 
takeoff stage that he lists are: 

    political naivete; 

    burnout from overwork, 

    not seeing progress as success, 

    unrealistic expectations of immediate 
victory; and 

    arrogant self-righteousness and 
radicalism. 

The take-off stage is an exciting time of 
trigger event, dramatic actions, passion, 
a new social movement, public 
spotlight, crisis, high hopes and an 
inspiring output of energy. But take-off 
is the shortest stage. After relatively 
rapidly achieving the goals of this 
stage, the movement progresses to the 
next stage. 

However, many activists don't 
recognize this success. Instead, they 
believe that the movement has failed 
and their own efforts have been futile; 
consequently, they move to Stage Five
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5: IDENTITY CRISIS OF 
POWERLESSNESS - 

I think this again supports my 
hypothesis that Occupy has proceeded 
more quickly than other movements; 

“within a year or two, public opinion 
opposing government operative 
policies rapidly grows from 30 percent 
of 50 percent, as for the first time …
they begin to see for the first time the 
difference between the official and 
operative policies revealed to them by 
the trigger event and the movement.” 

Within months of Occupy Wall Street's 
encampment even mainstream public 
opinion polls showed that up to 57% of 
Americans now agreed that 
corporations had excessive control over 
America's government. 

However, by early winter the majority 
of encampments across North America 
had been evicted. Winter weather 
reduced attendance at direct actions [I 
admit to not attending events I would 
have attended during warmer times – I 
am indeed, in some ways “the summer 
patriot” :/ ] 

“...The high hopes of movement take-
off seems inevitably to turn into 
despair. Most activists lose their faith 
that success is just around the corner 
and come to believe that it is never 
going to happen... Most surprising is 
the fact that this identity crisis of 
powerlessness and failure happens 
when the movement is outrageously 
successful—when the movement has 
just achieved all of the goals of the 
take-off stage within two years [I 
would argue 6 months].” 

“After ...hard effort, which included big 
demonstrations, dramatic civil 
disobedience, arrests, court scenes and 
even time in jail... the movement has 
not achieved any of its goals. .. The 
problem, however, is not that the 
movement has failed to achieve its 
goals, but that expectations that its goal 
could possibly be achieved in such a 
short time were unrealistic. 

Through the movement, activists learn 
about the enormity of the problem, the 
agonizing suffering of the victims, 
and ...The power holders seem too 
powerful—they have not changed 
either their minds or their policies... 
The failure of the central powerholders 
to change either their minds or policies 
is a poor indicator of the movement's 
progress.” 

I have looked back at my photos and 
videos of the first two weeks of Occupy 
Philly and wondered if, as Moyers 
accuses activists of thinking “The 
movement is dead because it no longer 
looks like the take-off stage. The image 
that most people have of successful 

social movement is that of the take-off 
stage—giant demonstrations, civil 
disobedience, media hype, crisis, and 
constant political theater.” 

The power-holders and mass media are 
very smart and have spent endless 
hours in conference rooms deciding 
what their response to the Occupy 
movement should be. According to 
Moyers they almost inevitably “report 
that the movement is dead, irrelevant, 
or non-existent. [They]... refuse to 
acknowledge that a massive popular 
movement exists. 

By the end of take-off, many activists 
suffer from “battle fatigue.” 

“After … virtual 'round-the-clock 
activity in a crisis atmosphere, at great 
personal sacrifice, many activists find 
themselves mentally and physically 
exhausted and don't see anything to 
show for it. Out of quilt or an extreme 
sense of urgency, many are unable to 
pace themselves with adequate rest, 
fun, leisure... large numbers of activists 
who were part of movement take-off 
lose hope and... become depressed, 
burn out, and drop out.” 

This happened to us in Philly most 
profoundly over the winter months. 
Some of us encouraged each other in 
taking a break or “pulling back” as we 
called it. One could either “exit” 
Occupy permanently or pull back” - I 
think this was a wise distinction for us 
to make. I pulled back for several 
weeks after a couple of particularly 
distressing General Assemblies. Many 
of us encouraged each other to just 
maintain our involvement in the 
Working Groups we felt comfortable in 
and that we thought were effective. We 
lost an enormous amount of allies, both 
white black and otherwise those two 
night. My prime example of the 
dissonance of those nights was that one 
of the African American facilitators for 
the discussion of racism in OP that 
night was accused by a white woman 
of exercising his “privilege.” We have 
never had an Assembly as well 
attended as the “terrible two.” Since 
then most of us have regained our 
courage and attend the occasional GA 
or other large meeting. 

Questions arose during “the terrible 
two” General Assemblies - how could 
we truly represent the 99% if we could 
not tolerate the idea that many working 
class white and African American 
people who might be sympathetic to 
the causes of economic and social 
justice might not be able to 
immediately “swallow” the rest of our 
philosophy? - How will we use our 
various 'privileges' to make a change 
here and now on the ground? - Why 
assume that everyone wants to become 

the same or that that would be the 
ultimate utopian outcome. 

Sub Subject of Stage 5: Organizational 
Crisis 

I will never again be persuaded to 
wholeheartedly become a member of a 
social justice group that is not direct 
horizontal democracy oriented. 
However, Bill does make a few 
interesting points that I think are 
relevant to Occupy. The function and 
atmosphere of General Assemblies 
changed post-eviction. NYC 
experimented with “Spokes Circles” - a 
blend off a sort of representative 
democracy and horizontal direct 
democracy. Almost everyone there 
agrees it did not work for Occupy's 
needs. 

As we struggle with this idea I felt I 
should not skip over this subject as 
much as much as I might have liked to. 
Occupy Philly is in the midst of 
confronting and addressing an 
“organizational crisis” as I write this 
article. A few weeks ago a full day 
conference of Occupiers brainstormed 
and debated on this very subject of our 
“identity crisis.” Indeed, I look forward 
to participating in a “General Assembly 
about the Future of the General 
Assembly” that will be taking place this 
evening. Our needs as a local 
movement have evolved drastically - 
the purpose, frequency and nature of 
the General Assembly will be discussed 
in great detail. 

I am a tried and true adherent to our 
“process” - not that I believe at all that 
it must not always continue to evolve to 
meet our needs but that we should not, 
in frustration with our shortcomings, 
ever resort to the “easy answer” of a 
hierarchy. I think that is a testimony to 
our flexibility and willingness to work 
within our process to actually create a 
new process. If some town or city 
happens upon a new process that works 
well, it will spread, just like the OWS 
one spread. That is my hope and 
conviction. 

None the less, Moyers wrestles with the 
eventual need for any movement based 
on principles of direct democracy and 
resistance to hierarchical models of self 
organizing to find creative and 
workable ways to evolve and remain 
dynamic and fresh: 

“The loose structure promoted the 
flexibility, creativity, participatory 
democracy, independence, and 
solidarity needed for quick decisions 
and nonviolent actions during take-off. 
But after [some time] the loose 
organizational structures tend to 
cause... inefficiency, participant 
burnout, and an informal hierarchy.”
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Even back in 1986 Moyers felt it 
necessary to address the often 
controversial issues of infiltrators and 
saboteurs. The direct democracy 
process is interesting in that it both 
impedes and creates new opportunities 
for those hostile to the principles of the 
movement to... “infiltrate the 
movement to get intelligence and to 
confuse, disrupt, and discredit the new 
activism. “ Despite the advantages of 
the direct democracy model “...agent 
provocateurs [do still manage to] 
promote wild schemes, violence, [and 
the challenges of] structurelessness, 
disorganization, rebelliousness, 
machismo, and schemes to dominate 
organizations.” 

Occupiers in Philly have been reluctant 
to speak of “infiltration” or “saboteurs” 
because such accusations can be very 
dangerous to both the “accused” and 
the “accuser[s]” Any accusation must 
consist of concrete examples and 
numerous credible witnesses of 
verifiable acts of intentional disruption. 
I have personally watched a tiny 
number of examples of what I firmly 
believe were intentional attempts to 
either divide, disrupt or discredit 
Occupy Philly. These situations can 
arise from both free-lance individuals 
who do not agree with the movement's 
philosophy or activities or by those 
who may have been bribed or paid to 
undertake such activities. These are 
simply my own observations and I feel 
it would be dishonest of me to 
whitewash them since Moyers' article 
specifically addresses them. However, I 
too refrain from mentioning the “I” and 
S” words whenever possible and have 
never directly accused anyone by name 
of having nefarious intentions. The 
disruptions I allude to above, though 
distressing to folks for a week or two, 
eventually seem to have been largely 
unsuccessful. 

Anyway, Bill, thankfully, moves on in 
his observations of this stage. 
Returning to the main theme of his 
article he writes: 

“[Though] the general citizenry is 
about evenly divided, 50 percent to 50 
percent, between the powerholders and 
the movement.]” This success is often 
overlooked by activists at this stage: 

Bill suggests that possible pitfalls at 
this point that need to be carefully 
confronted and addressed are: 

    The “tyranny of structurelessness” 
and anti-leadership 

    Rebellion, machismo, and violence 

    Despair, burnout, and dropout 

“The crisis of identity and powerless is 
a personal crisis for activists.” As well 
as for the move3ment. “After the 

experience of a movement in take-off 
stage, their view of the world and 
themselves is transformed. They come 
to realize that the problem is more 
serious than they had thought...” 

6 - MAJORITY PUBLIC SUPPORT 

As the movement transitions into 
greater public acceptance and 
involvement the remaining “hard core 
activists” must struggle with how to 
work with outside organizations. They 
seem to be obvious natural allies 
fighting similar causes though not 
necessarily sharing the more 
experimental and “radical” aspects of 
the early movement participants. 
Echoing Moyers - no movement 
progresses linearly through all 7 phases 
in a neat chronological order and I 
believe Occupy Philly is also currently 
faced with this issue. 

Fortunately we have begun to work 
more closely with potential allies while 
managing to accept them and their 
organizational philosophies and 
culture. Without falling prey to an 
overwhelming urge to lecture them on 
what we may see as our “superior” 
process and philosophy all of us 
recognize that we must be careful to 
avoid co-optation by other groups 
seeking to re-energizer their own 
organizations by exploiting the slogans 
and themes of the Occupy movement 
for their own nearsighted agendas. 
Many of us have begun to be able to 
identify sincere potential allies and 
collaborate with them on actions and 
campaigns while maintaining our sense 
of integrity and autonomy. On several 
more recent occasions we have made a 
concerted effort to be listeners rather 
than lecturers. 

Moyers continues: 

“The majority stage is a long process of 
eroding the social, political, and 
economic supports that enable the 
powerholders to continue their policies. 
It is a slow process of social 
transformation that create a new social 
and political consensus, reversing those 
of normal times. Although movements 
need to organize both nationally and 
locally, they are only as powerful as the 
power of their grassroots. All the 
national offices in Washington, D.C., 
can do is “cash in” on the social and 
political gains created at the 
community level all over the country. 
The movement's chief goal, therefore, 
is to nurture, support, and empower 
grassroots activists and groups.” 

At this stage it is essential to maintain 
interactions with the public and other 
organizations which involve: 

“face-to-face education of citizens by 
their peers and keeping the issue before 
the public. ...The movement needs to 

include all segments of the population 
through coalitions, networks, co-
sponsorship of events and petitions, and 
directly involving all constituency 
groups. [For] example: unemployed, 
Blacks, workers, teachers, Hispanics, 
religious, women, students, etc. 
Although the movement now includes a 
wide range of programs, it must 
continue to have nonviolent [direct] 
actions, rallies, and …civil 
disobedience.” 

At this point in a movement attendance 
at large demonstrations and marchers 
drops but the number of smaller, local 
and autonomous actions actually 
increases. There is less media coverage. 
Again, there is the threat of perceiving 
of the movement as “dead” when in 
fact public sympathy and even activity 
has actually risen considerably.

“While they need to advocate practical 
policies of “real politics” ...they must 
prevent the organization from 
becoming a new POO, [Professional 
Opposition Organization] and the staff 
[or most active participants] from 
becoming new movement elites. The 

primary goal is to serve, nurture, and 
empower the grassroots and to ensure 
that internal participatory democracy is 
carried out. The ...model must continue 
to be that of nurturing mothers, not 
dominant patriarchs.” 

At this stage it is essential that criticism 
of the existing structures of society 
need, to some degree, to begin to be 
replaced by the creation of alternative, 
parallel structures that offer convincing 
and effective alternative options for the 
public. “The movement now needs not 
only to protest present policies but also 
to propose specific alternatives.” 

I see the first inklings of this aspect of 
movement development in OP as taking 
place in the Vacant Lots/Vacant Spaces 
Working Group which seeks to 
empower and encourage the 
development of autonomous food 
production and distribution networks in 
Philly. Many other opportunities exist 
for us to explore and begin building a 
variety of parallel, alternative structures 
to challenge and “compete” with the 
increasingly problematic and broken 
per-movement government and 
economic structures. 

As with any other stage of a movement 
the old school Power-holders play a 
game of high stakes chess – attempting 
to counter, limit or outright block the 
movements activities and successes. 

Power-holders increasingly resort to: 

    “Re-emphasiz[ing] the threat of 
outside demons, such as terrorism and 
Communism. 
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    Increase their counter-movement 
strategy to gather intelligence; 

    discredit the movement; 

    cause internal disruption, 

    control, and steer the movement; 

    preempt... or co-opt the movement 
under mainstream political control. 

    Publicly appear to be engaged in a 
meaningful “negotiation process”, 
while actually carrying out operative 
policies and doctrines without giving 
up any important advantages.” 

Despite the efforts of the Power-holders 
“Public opinion opposing the 
powerholders' policies slowly swells to 
a large majority of up to 85 percent. “ 
However, “half fear the alternatives 
more than they oppose the present 
conditions and policies.” 

However, the problem continues, 
Congress seems unable to make 
decisive votes, and the central power-
holders continue their policies, 
although with cosmetic changes. 

Stage 7: “Success” [quotation mark 
essential] - 

“The Stage Seven process can take 
three forms:dramatic showdown, quiet 
showdown, or attrition.” 

“Dramatic showdown resembles the 
take off stage. A sudden [2nd or 3rd] 
trigger event sparks a mobilization of 
broad popular opposition and a social 
crisis, but this time the overwhelming 
coercive force, in a relatively short 
time, changes policies or leadership... 
such as when the Selma march started 
President Johnson and the Congress 
into motion that led to the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 within a few 
months. “ 

The dramatic showdown is usually the 
only “success” scenario in which a 
majority of the earliest movement 
activism feel that they themselves have 
been effective in the “success” of the 
movement. 

In the second scenario, “quiet 
showdown,” the Power-holders see that 
even they cannot maintain their 
previous policies... “They begin a 
campaign of “victorious retreat”. The 
Power-holders claim that they have 
actually agreed with the aims of the 
movement all along or that they have 
[as President Obama recently phrased 
it] “evolved” and, having seen the light, 
are now enthusiastic supporters of 
reform. 

“Attrition is when success is quietly 
and seemingly invisibly achieved in a 
long process which could take decades, 
in which social and political machinery 
slowly evolves ...such as the present 

winding down of nuclear energy in the 
United States.”

Activists often continue to feel they 
have been powerless and played no part 
in forcing the changes to the forefront 
of the national dialogue which has 
indeed resulted in changes, no matter 
how incremental or in some cases, 
watered-down. 

Moyers highlights that, despite any of 
these “success” scenarios, “until the 
change is finally actually 
accomplished, the situation can [still] 
be reversed.” 

The power-holders react in several 
ways depending on what form the 
“success” appears to be taking: 

“The central powerholders are: 

    forced into making fatal mistakes, 
such as President Nixon's ordered the 
Watergate break-ins... [in the face of 
increasing] opposition... 

    resort to extreme emergency acts of 
political and economic decrees and 
repression, which serve only to spur the 
opposition. 

    Custer's last stand (in dramatic 
showdown), in which they hold out 
until either their policies are defeated in 
the mainstream political process or 
they lose their office or position 
through... mass social actions and 
pressures; 

    Victorious retreat in which the 
powerholders lose on the issue, but in 
reversing their policies declare victory 
for themselves; 

    or persistent stubbornness (in 
attrition), in which they hold out in an 
increasingly losing cause over many 
years, until one of the above two 
endings occur.” 

To meaningfully pass through and 
beyond the “success” stage a sincere, 
independent and truly effective 
movement must continue to “create 
new decentralized centers of power 
based on more participatory structures 

and an empowered public.” 

and must avoid: 

    compromising too many values and 
key demands; 

    achieving minor reforms without 
building toward basic social change; 

    having activists feel dismayed and 
powerless because they do not 
recognize success and the movement's 
role in a successful endgame; and 

    having apparent final victory end the 
movement. 

Stage 8: Continuing Struggle - 

I will basically just let Moyers speak 
for himself on this stage: 

“The movement has to continue the 
struggle in five different ways: 

    Celebrate success. The successes of 
Stage Seven and the movement's role in 
achieving them should be clearly 
recognized by activists. 

    Follow-up. There needs to be follow-
up, mainly by the POOs, [this is where 
the POOs, who are largely ineffective 
during the other other stages] at the 
local and national level (1) to make 
sure that the new promises, laws, and 
policies are actually carried out (e.g., 
after the 1965 Voting Rights Act a 
major effort was required to assure that 
Blacks were actually allowed to vote); 
(2) to achieve additional successes, 
which are now possible under the new 
political conditions and legal mandate; 
and (3) to resist backlash which might 
reverse the new gains. 

...Social movements need to go beyond 
immediate reforms to build toward 
fundamental structural changes by 
...creating 

empowered people who become life-
long social change agents, and not just 
one issue protesters [and]...propose new 
alternatives and worldviews or 
paradigms that put forward new 
political and social systems, not just 
oppose symptoms.

A new social consensus of about 80 
percent of the populace supports the 
favorable resolution of the movement's 
demand and the resulting new policies 
and conditions 

The chief hazards of Stage Eight are 
having the new successes either 
inadequately implemented or revoked 
from backlash. 

There is no end. There is only the 
continuing struggle, acted out in cycles 
of social movements. The process of 
winning one set of demands creates 
new levels of citizen consciousness and 
empowerment, and generates new 
movements on new demands and 
issues.”

Full text of Bill Moyers “Movement 
Action Plan – the 8 Stages of a 
Movement” 
http://www.indybay.org/olduploads/mo
vement_action_plan.pdf 

*Admittedly YouTube is also a multi 
billion dollar corporate entity, but one 
whose content, at least so far, has been 
almost entirely citizen journalist 
produced) 

** Trigger Events can take a negative 
or a positive form. The negative Trigger 
Event is a tragic crisis that ignites a 
wave of awareness, interest or passion 
activism in order to “correct” the 
negative consequences of the event. An 
example might be the sudden onset of 
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the Great Depression, The positive 
form more closely fits the emergence of 
Occupy. Though the economic collapse 
of 2008 was a major negative crisis it 
did not result in immediate wide spread 
outrage or activism. A period of 3 years 
passed before the emergence of a 
nation and worldwide movement for 
economic justice and deep reaching 
systemic reform. In this way I posit that 
The Occupation of Zuccotti park was 
the “positive Trigger Event,” at least in 
the case of North America.

-Matheau Moore

This article was written by Matheau  
Moore on May 10, 2012 and was  
originally published on Matty Moo's  
Occupy Adventures!  
(http://occupymattymoo.blogspot.com/
2012/05/you-thought-my-past-articles-
were-long.html) on May 10, 2012.

Occupy Philly folks in NYC - an 
account of May Day – May 30

Matty Moo's Big Day Out at May Day  
NYC

The ride there: 

The day started with me checking into 
the Occupy Wall Street live stream 
while I waited for my nephew johnny 
and his girlfriend Chrissy to arrive so 
we could PATCO it over to the 
Chinatown bus and get our May Day 
on. Chinatown bus doesn’t accept 
credit cards and since we were all 
buying the tickets on one credit card 
and hadn’t brought enough cash we 
went around the corner to Greyhound 
and bought one way tickets to NYC. 

The bus was absurdly late and about an 
hour later we were allowed to get onto 
a different bus to the city.  It was then 
that we encountered first innumerable 
experiences with mindless bureaucracy 
that would plague our day – one ticket 
taker took our tickets and another 
immediately told us we had gone 
through the wrong door and she wanted 
us to go back inside the door that was 
about 3 feet away and then turn around 
and come back out of that door. The 
first ticket taker motioned to us to just 
wait and when the second woman 
walked away she waved us over to the 
bus. Greyhound buses are much nicer 
than Chinatown buses so for the extra 6 
bucks a ticket we didn’t really mind 
since we got wi-fi and electrical outlets 
thrown in for the duration of the 2+ 
hour ride to the Big Apple.

Bryant Park, first stop of the day: 

We only had a couple of blocks to walk 
from the Greyhound station over to 
Bryant Park which was the staging 
point for a mini rally to be followed by 
an un-permitted march down to Union 
Square (un-permitted always strikes me 
as Orwellian double speak but 
anyway...) Bryant Park is actually quite 
pretty and a place I would go hang out 
next time I’m in NYC. There was a 
colorful crew of a few hundred 
assembled when we arrived. We almost 
immediately ran into Jesse from  Philly. 
He introduced us to a couple people 
then me and Johnny and Chrissy 
wandered around crowd. 

The “Money Bunny,” a woman on 
roller bladed in a cocktail serving dress 
made of fake 100 dollar bills was there. 
Jesse La'greca, was standing around. 
The giant Statue of Liberty puppet, 
which has become a feature of most 
Occupy Wall Street marches, was 
boogie-ing down to the drum circle 
which included a Native American 
woman in complete tradition garb. The 
march start time approached and the 
crowd had grown many times over. We 
all moved towards the main stairs out 
of the park, where a meditation flash 
mob had been sitting silently the whole 
time. A few moments later we 
embarked on march number 1 of 3 that 
the day held in store for us. 

To Union Square: 

It quickly became obvious that the 
march had swelled to several thousand 
as we turned around to look back 
towards the park and the crowd 
extended back as far as we could see. 
Shortly after departing the march went 
“off of the sidewalks and into the 
street” as hundreds of protestors moved 
in between traffic which had come to a 
standstill. That continued for a block or 
two before the NYPD managed to 
corral everyone back onto the 
sidewalks. Excitement and morale 
grew as as energetic chants broke out 
and small groups of musicians would 
periodically pass by. At one point 
Chrissy saw a police officer tapping his 
baton against his hand and it broke – 
just fell right apart, handle in his hand 
and stick laying in the street. Sort of 
took some of his threatening mojo 
away, lol. The “Guitar Army” which 
Tom Morello of Rage Against the 
Machine had organized was actually 
more like a small “Guitar Clump” but 
they were still fun and we made our 
way across the march to join them as 
they played a variety of songs. Finally 
a bunch of Green trees loomed up 
ahead and within two blocks we arrived 
at Union Square. 

At Union Square: 

The first thing we saw at Union Square 
was a May Pole being wound. On each 
ribbon of the maypole grievances were 
written. It was great fun to watch the 
participants wind their way around the 
pole weaving intricate braids down the 
pole as they likewise wove themselves 
around each other in a circle. Its always 
funny to watch as  maypole-rs start to 
reach the bottom of the pole and have 
to get all bendy so as to make it all the 
way to the bottom. When the ribbons 
reached the bottom there was a  spirited 
mic check explaining, a bit about he 
celebration of may day in ancient times, 
as well as listing a couple of the many 
grievances that were written on the 
ribbons. 

We wiggled ourselves through the 
massive crowd and into the interior of 
Union Square. We stumbled upon the 
main stage. Unions had signed a permit 
for the rally at Union Square and the 
next leg of the march that was to follow 
so we had access to electricity and 
permission for the stage. We had a good 
vantage point for the Tom Morello led 
concert that would begin shortly – or 
we thot shortly. We backed in the sun 
which had dispersed the earlier rain 
clouds and waited, and waited, and 
waited. Suddenly Tom and his Guitar 
Army were on the stage. The crowd 
went wild and Tom led us in a simple 
(and frankly rather sucky) song he had 
written for the occasion.) Once that was 
finished he launched into “This Land is 
Your Land” telling us that almost all of 
the original lyrics had been censored by 
our grade school teachers which was a 
shame because they are truly radical: 
they tell of how Woody Guthry had 
come upon a sign that said no 
trespassing “but on the other side, it 
didn't say nuthin' – and that side was 
made for you and me!” The third stanza 
tells of him encountering a long line of 
men waiting outside a soup kitchen (the 
song was written during the Great 
Depression) and he questions whether 
“this land is still for you and me?” This 
song was a much bigger hit than the 
first one. Tom Left the stage and Das 
Racist and Immortal Technique some 
other groups took it from there. By now 
we were hot and bothered so we took 
advantage of that time to go find a 
coffee shot and recharge my cell phone 
as well as our bodies with some 
caffeine. 

The March to Wall Street: 

As we were walking back to the Square 
from our little break we could see what 
looked like the march already passing 
by an intersection a few blocks away. 
We zig zagged and joined the march as 
we caught up to it. Unbeknownst to use 
the police had barricaded the park 
shortly after the first few contingents of 
the march had embarked and the 
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situation had become tense as 
protestors confronted the police about 
this arbitrary closure of a legal 
permitted march. According to reports 
the police soon relented and removed 
the barricades. The remaining 
thousands streamed out of the park and 
caught up to the rest of the march. 

This was the largest of the three 
marches of the day. Estimates of the 
number of marchers range from 10,000 
to 30,000. I guess I will go with the 
middle number and estimate 20,000. 
I’m not sure of the history of NYC but 
this may have been the biggest 
economy/labor related march in NYC 
since the Great Depression of the 
1930s. We repeatedly turned around to 
try to see the end of the march which 
took up the entire width of the wide 
avenue. The same went for each time 
we crested one of the higher points of 
the avenue and saw the march 
extending before us as far as the eye 
could see. The Unions led the march 
and each Union had hundreds of 
participants – the Electrical Workers, 
The Transit Authority, The Nurses 
Union, The Service Workers Union and 
other Unions – even a coalition of 
Street Vendors had a contingent and a 
big banner. After what seemed like a 
couple thousand had marched past our 
little perch on the sidewalk the Occupy 
contingent of the march began. Again, 
thousands upon thousands. 

It was refreshing to see many migrant 
rights, Hispanic, Asian and African 
American groups participating in the 
OWS part of the march since Occupy is 
often criticized as a very White people 
heavy movement (this is true but not on 
May Day in NYC!) Additionally, Miss 
Piggy, Elmo, A nearly naked “Jesus” 
dragging a large wooden cross and a 
slew of other colorful characters made 
appearances. Eventually we left our 
sidewalk and rejoined the masses in the 
street (we were “allowed” to be in the 
street – a rarity in NYC marches - due 
to the Union permit .) 

Eventually we had to go potty so we 
entered a Mcdonald's, bought two 
sodas as an excuse to use the restrooms 
and stood in line for our turns to pee. 
About five minutes later we emerged 
from Micky D's and the march still 
extended in both directions for as far as 
the eye could see. During this part  of 
the march many spectators gathered at 
upper floor windows, on roofs, and on 
fire escapes to watch. A lot of them 
screamed or waved in support as did 
many passersby on the sidewalks. 
Occasionally very well dressed and 
exceptionally sour faced people could 
be spotted, obviously trying to hold 
their tongues and not scream 
obscenities at us as we marched by. A 
rather sexy man in his underwear 

waved down at us as did a man hanging 
out of a window dressed in a very 
convincing Captain America costume. 

Me, Johnny and Chrissy were starting 
to drag as the march seemed to be 
lasting for eternity. Finally approaching 
the vicinity of Zuccotti park the three 
of us made a quick detour to go look at 
the new World Trade Center building 
rising a floor or two higher into the 
stratosphere as each day of 
construction passes. It is almost never 
mentioned that Zuccotti Park is directly 
across the street from the site of the 
former World Trade centers. We passed 
Zuccotti Park and, as is the case with 
everyone who sees the park for the first 
time, Johnny and Chrissy were 
astounded by how very very small the 
park is! We turned the corner to rejoin 
the march and walking along the side 
of Zuccotti we could see a handful of 
workers and a couple occupiers, all 
mainly eating snacks or a late 
lunch/early dinner here and there on the 
benches. Hopefully they didn't get 
sleepy from their meals and drift off as 
that is an arrestable offense in NYC 
parks. 

The march proceeded a short distance 
and arrived at its end point – Wall 
Street. I had wondered what would 
happen once we got there since there 
was nothing planned and it's not really 
a post march rallying spot like a park or 
something for the crowd to decompress 
and let of some steam before dispersing 
on their own. Would the Police crack 
down on the march as it reached the 
intersection of Wall Street since that 
was the end of the permit? Would the 
masses of people try to take the 
barricades and go down the forbidden 
street? A line of “white shirts” backed 
up by a line of police horses blocked 
entry to Wall Street.  No one messed 
with them, which was good since 
stampeding frightened horses charging 
the crowd and bucking around wildly 
would have been a disaster. 

It appeared the police were allowing 
the march to continue in the streets past 
the official end point of the march. The 
three of us were on the other side of the 
barricades on the sidewalk and we took 
a chance to sit and watch events unfold. 
After a large part of the march had 
been allowed to proceed dozens of cops 
began to amass and it appeared the 
police were preparing to forcibly cut 
off the rest of the marchers. They 
halted the march. 5 or 6 people were 
arrested, apparently for no reason at all 
– snatch and grabs. They were loaded 
into a waiting police wagon and 
disappeared into the night. The police 
who had been shouting aggressively at 
people to stop and not walk suddenly 
began shouting aggressively for people 
to march and NOT stop moving. Those 

who were deemed to be going to slowly 
or had stopped momentarily to take a 
picture or something were threatened 
with arrest. A Vietnam Veteran was 
being loudly told to MOVE MOVE 
MOVE. He turned and began walking, 
very very slowly, backwards. He yelled 
at the cop who was following him 
closely and still harassing him “I 
fought for my freedom to be here in the 
streets expressing my first amendment 
rights, long before you were even 
born!” The cop turned around and 
moved on to other subjects he could 
mess with. 

We tried to find a spot to rejoin the 
march but barricades lined the streets 
for blocks and kept us on the sidewalk. 
We finally found an open cross street 
and popped out at the Wall Street bull. 
This Golden Calf Idol was being 
meticulously guarded against anyone 
who dared desecrate the Great And 
Worshipful Symbol of Greed to which 
the lives of our children are sacrificed 
daily. It was here that we witnessed a 
protester being restrained by the police 
on the ground. The protester was not 
going to be arrested easily as he flailed 
and tried to kick at officers and flee and 
clearly did need to be restrained for the 
arrest to proceed. The police brought 
out this really creepy medieval full 
body restraining device and spent a 
good five minutes strapping him to this 
disturbing device. Everyone on the 
sidewalk including non occupy passers 
by looked on with horrified faces, some 
saying “what the HELL are the 
DOING?” Eventually the immobilized 
protester was lifted up and loaded into a 
police van. Some flex ties around his 
feet and hands would have done the 
trick but the police probably wanted to 
try out their new toy and this resistant 
protesters presented the perfect excuse. 
Apparently some video footage of cops 
brutally beating protesters in other 
spots in the city are showing up on you 
tube but we did not witness and one 
being beaten near us throughout the 
day. 

Final rally (for us at least) at some 
random park: 

We continued to march, not knowing 
where the heck the crowd was going. 
Eventually we ended up at the very 
bottom of Manhattan in some random 
plaza at the Hudson river's edge. A few 
thousand people were gathered in a sort 
of amphitheater area in the middle of 
the plaza. “Stack” was taken somehow 
and multiple mic checks echoed 
through the crowd which was so large 
that the mic checks were transmitted 
through the crowd in 3 waves instead of 
the usual 1 so that those at the very 
back of the crowd could hear. It was 
mic checked that this park “closed at 
10pm” (I thought NYC was the city 
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that never sleeps – I guess its ok to be 
awake and spending or making money, 
just not to sit on benches or gather in a 
public park after 10pm... you know, 

because 11pm is totally different from 
10pm.) 

We mostly sat on benches at the very 
edge of the park near some exits that 
were being blocked by 3 or 4 cops at 
each one. They were allowing people to 
exit the park but not to enter – even 
though the park was technically still 
open for another 45 minutes and hardly 
full at all. Johnny and Chrissy grew 
increasingly uneasy as more and more 
police began to amass on the sidewalks 
behind us. I wandered into the crowd 
and then back to them periodically. 
Eventually a few hundred cops were at 
each of the exit points of the park and 
Johnny and Chrissy were not allowed 
to exit. They found me on an 
overlooking terrace looking down upon 
the increasingly energetic drum circle 
that had formed below as 10pm 
approached. Riot cops arrived poured 
into the park and a dispersal order was 
announced. Johnny, Chrissy and Wayne 
from Philly, who we had FINALLY run 
into after a day of texting back and 
forth, decided to my slight 
disappointment that it was time to get 
out of the park. Johnny convinced me 
to follow them towards a corner of the 
park on the other end from where the 
hundreds of police had gathered at the 
exits. I was reluctant since earlier that 
area had been full of people in what 
looked like a face off with a line of 
cops blocking the street. When we got 
down there it became apparent that 
most of those intent on resisting the 
eviction had all swarmed over to the 
area where the cops were making the 
dispersal order and we slipped through 
a tiny little opening and onto the 
sidewalk where we were able to start 
moving away from the park. I heard 
reports later that there were no arrests 
at that plaza as the protesters were 
eventually allowed to disperse on their 
own. 

The frantic rush to catch the bus: 

Wayne informed us that the last 
Chinatown bus left for Philly at 11. I 
swear I saw the last one listed on their 
website as being midnight. We now had 
45 minutes to hustle over to the subway 
towards the vicinity of Chinatown. We 
popped out on Canal Street and 
grabbed a cab and told him the 
intersection where the Chinatown bus 
station was located. It was a good thing 
we did that since we were way farther 
away from there than it looked on the 
map and we never would have made it 
there on foot by 11. It seemed the cab 
driver was maybe taking us to one of 
the other Chinatown bus lines and I 

repeated the intersection to him to 
make sure he had understood. He 
silently shook his head yes and I said 
oh, it looked different on the map. He 
answered in his deep thick Russian 
accent “Then don't look at the map.” I 
said nothing more. 

We arrived at the bus station with 5 
minutes to spare – otherwise we would 
have to wait until 5 or 6 AM to catch 
the next bus back to the City of 
Brotherly Love. Exhausted, we found 
our seats on the bus – which did not 
smell pleasant for some reason. As the 
bus went through the Holland tunnel 
and crossed into Jersey I tried to make 
myself comfortable enough to get some 
sleep in. I thought I had not fallen 
asleep yet when the bus slowed down 
and went through the turnpike exit near 
the Moorestown mall. Apparently I had 
slept through most of the trip. An 
eternity later we were back at my 
apartment. I went on the internet to try 
to check into some of the rumors that 
had been floating around on twitter 
regarding events in NYC that we had 
not witnessed as well as stuff that had 
been taking place in other cities. Hours 
later I finally managed to snuggle up in 
bed with coco and drifted off. 

In other cities around the world: 

The Oakland Police department was 
the only police department in world to 
use tear gas and concussion grenades 
on May Day protestors – they also 
debuted a full blown TANK, which 
actually seemed highly impractical for 
crowd control and I surmise it was 
there simply to intimidate and instill 
fear -  the main entrance to the L.A. 
airport was shut down for some time by 
a coalition of union members and 
occupiers – massive actions had taken 
place in London, The Philippines, 
Spain, France and across Latin America 
to name just a few. 

While we were in New York, back at 
Occupy Philly  they had shut down 
Wells Fargo and Market Street. A 
female protester was arrested after a 
customer outside bank tried to shove 
his ATM card in her mouth. He was 
allowed to walk away, she is still in jail 
awaiting release as of the following 
morning. 

Oh yeah, and a few windows got 
broken in Seattle. But I'm sure the 
corporate media already made sure you 
knew about that.

-Matty Moo

This article, written by Matty Moo, was  
originally published by Occupy Philly  
Media 
(http://occupyphillymedia.org/blog/occ

upy-philly-folks-nyc-account-may-day )  
on May 4, 2012.

How Banks are Neither Guilty or 
Innocent – May 30 

Much is rightfully stated about the 
inherent conflict of interests at the heart 
of the Federal Reserve and its state 
branches. Less critically analyzed is the 
regulation boards made up within the 
Fed such as the SEC and the Office of 
the Comptroller of the Currency. These 
agencies are tasked with the seemingly 
impossible task of regulating banking 
activities within the country. While 
many critics shun the deregulation 
legislation pushed by both parties, 
current regulators are all too often tools 
for the banking industry. 

In a hearing regarding Citigroup’s latest 
foul activities, three witnesses were 
summoned to the stand asserting their 
support for the bank or theoretically 
against the bank. Unfortunately the 
later did not exist. Yes even the 
Democrat’s witness vehemently 
indulged in the all you could eat bank 
loving buffet. Carolyn Maloney, 
Democrat of the Financial Services 
committee, led the charge for the 
Democrats proclaiming that attempting 
to force banks to admit guilt was too 
hard and we should trust the banks to 
cure their own illnesses. O yes, the 
familiar blue print of I am for 
regulation through rhetoric but when it 
comes to legislation or concrete legal 
positions be against it, this brought to 
you by the paid losers, aka the 
Democrats. 

Revealed in the testimonies was that of 
the approximately 1,000 enforcement 
actions taken by agencies against the 
banks in the last decade, only 3 ended 
with admissions of guilt. Over 99% of 
the time the banks admit nothing, 
another term for that statistic is 
systematic failure. According to Federal 
Reserve General Counsel Scott 
Alvarez, “The vast majority of the 
Federal Reserve’s formal enforcement 
actions are resolved upon consent, 
which is fully consistent with the goal 
of resolving supervisory concerns with 
bank management quickly and 
firmly…..it has not been our practice to 
require formal admissions to the 
misconduct addressed in our 
enforcement orders given the remedial 
nature of our enforcement program.” 

In other words we will punish the banks 
only with their consent. Let’s think 
about this for a minute. Every speeding 
ticket you have ever received, every 
payment you were late on, any criminal 
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charge you were convicted of, any civil 
action brought against you; all needing 
your consent before punishment is 
served. It may just be me but for my 
cases I think I’ll choose not guilty. 

Banks, and often corporations, are able 
to settle at a cost they select and a 
punishment they feel is appropriate. So 
let’s see. They create the rules, enforce 
the rules, and administer the 
punishment. In what planet do you 
have to live in to believe that banks 
will choose punishments that will deter 
future wrong doings at the expense of 
profit? Reality doesn’t seem to factor in 
to most regulators however, take for 
example Robert Khuzami, Securities 
and Exchange Commission’s 
enforcement chief, who hailed the 
progress made by agencies policies and 
how it should be expanded to the 
corporate world. It seems what little 
regulators we have are in the pockets of 
the banks. 

“In light in the special situation where 
an SEC civil action may also involve a 
parallel criminal action, senior officials 
in the Division of Enforcement recently 
undertook a review of the “neither-
admit-nor-deny” settlement policy. 
While reaffirming the policy 
more generally, as a result of this 
review, the Division, after consulting 
with the Commission, modified its 
policy to eliminate “neither-admit-nor-
deny” language that could be construed 
as inconsistent with admissions or 
findings made in a parallel criminal 
proceeding.” 

Translated into English this essentially 
means that if a bank is found criminal 
responsible and has been convicted, a 
very difficult proposition, then the SEC 
will ask the bank to admit guilt. To 
understand the complete repercussions 
of these enforcement policies, former 
regulator Bill Black explains why 
settlement without admissions of guilt 
is so troubling: 

“(1)  It demonstrates that what has 
occurred was a fraud (otherwise they 
deny it after the fact and insist they 
were simply being extorted), (2) the 
plea of guilty (as opposed to nolo 
contender) can be used by civil 
plaintiffs (and in administrative 
enforcement actions) to invoke 
“collateral estoppel.””  The defendant 
is estopped from denying their guilt in 
the civil action.  This makes it 
immensely easier for victims to 
recover, (3) offenders, particularly 
multiple offenders, are treated 
differently under the laws and rules.  
The pleas can be used under RICO to 
establish a pattern of racketeering, 
under the sentencing guidelines to 
secure a tougher prison sentence, and to 

argue in favor of punitive damages and 
asset freeze orders.” 

Without an admission of guilt the 
banks go down in history of doing 
nothing wrong, possible civil class 
actions are curtailed, and long term 
change is impossible. It is not just that 
banks routinely steal money from the 
American people, but that the system is 
set up in a way that it is encouraged 
and when they are caught, they are 
protected. As investigators of wrongful 
actions orchestrated by big banks 
bounce back and forth between 
financial industry jobs and regulation, 
the chances of a just society 
diminishes. The point is not that 
regulation is hopeless, rather regulation 
must be accompanied by systemic 
reforms and to expect that from 
Democrats is playing right into the 
corrupt system’s hands.

-Daniel Fisher

MAY ROUND-UP

Occupy Daytona Beach’s General 
Assemblies (GAs) are held on the 
first Saturday of the month at 5:00 
PM, at Panera Bread, 2400 W. 
International Speedway Blvd., 
Daytona Beach. GAs are open to all 
who would like to attend and 
participation is encouraged. “Like” 
Occupy Daytona Beach on Facebook 
and follow #occupydaytona

Occupy Orlando's General 
Assemblies are held Saturdays at 
7:00 PM, at Senator Beth Johnson 
Park, 59 S. Ivanhoe Blvd., Orlando. 
Occupy Orlando also holds Sidewalk 
Solidarity Weekends at Beth Johnson 
Park. Follow #occupyorlando on 
Twitter for more information and 
updates.

Daytona Beach Food Not Bombs 
(DBFNB) meets every Thursday at 
7:00 PM, at the SE corner of 
International Speedway Blvd. & 
Beach St. DBFNB has been lining-up 
more food donations and 
strengthening relationships in the 
community. DBFNB holds weekly 
garden clean-up & fun, Saturdays at 
10:00 AM at The Chiles Academy 
(old Bonner Elementary) in DB. 
DBFNB has also begun hosting 
weekly feedings on Sundays (feeding 
times and locations vary). Please 
attend the weekly meeting if you are 

interested in volunteering or 
donating! “Like” Daytona Beach 
Food Not Bombs on Facebook for 
more information and updates.

Students in Quebec have now been 
protesting for over 100 days to 
defend education and oppose a plan 
to hike-up tuition over 75%. The 
protest - a student strike - has become 
a large resistance movement against 
austerity and political corruption, 
with demonstrations reaching over 
300,000 people. The state has 
responded with  an emergency law 
(Loi 78) criminalizing the massive 
demonstrations and assemblies, 
accompanied by riot police, illegal 
arrests, and brutal state oppression 
using - clubs, rubber bullets, and 
chemical weapons.

On April 28, Occupy Daytona and 
friends rallied in solidarity with 
sister Occupations and thousands 
of others around the U.S. in the 
national march to Unite Against the 
War on Women. The national day of 
action was held to, as one united 
front, tell members of Congress and 
state legislators that women's rights 
are human rights - every person has 
the right to medical autonomy, quality 
medical care, family planning, and 
equal marriage, education, pay, 
opportunities, representation, & 
justice. Attendance at the Daytona 
event was relatively small, but other 
events around the country saw large 
numbers of participants, such as the 
march in Orlando. Overall, the day's 
actions across the nation were 
considered a success.

May 1st, May Day, also known as 
International Worker's Day, was an 
international day of solidarity for 
workers' rights. Tens of thousands 
marched in New York, and there were 
massive demonstrations in major 
cities around the world. Common 
May Day actions were strikes, 
marches, student walkouts, sit-ins, 
street carnivals, bank protests, and 
teach-ins.

Westchester County, New York 
District Attorney will not be 
charging any White Plains police 
officers involved in the November 
2011 killing of 68-year-old veteran, 
Kenneth Chamberlain, Sr. 
Chamberlain, who had a heart 
condition, accidentally set off his 
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medical alert necklace while sleeping 
in his apartment. White Plains police 
responded to the medical emergency 
call and a tumultuous incident 
ensued, resulting in Mr. Chamberlain 
being fatally shot in his own home. 
The U.S. Justice Department has now 
announced that it would review the 
case to determine whether there were 
criminal civil rights violations, 
following a letter sent to them from 
the Chamberlain family's attorney, 
alleging the officers taunted Mr. 
Chamberlain with insults and racial 
shortly before entering Chamberlain's 
home and using deadly force.

On May 16 a New York federal 
judge ordered a portion of the 
National Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA) that allows the U.S. 
government to indefinitely detain 
anyone it considers a terrorism 
suspect anywhere in the world 
without due process, including U.S. 
Citizens, unconstitutional. About a 
week later, federal prosecutors for the 
the Obama Administration asked that 
the judge reverse her decision; if the 
judge does not reverse her decision, 
federal prosecutors may formally 
appeal the decision.

Thousands of activists converged in 
Chicago, May 20th & 21st, to 
protest the NATO summit. The 
largest demonstration at the summit 
was the anti-war march, where over 
15,000 people took to the streets; the 
march concluded with United States 
War Veterans, including Scott Olsen 
(Iraq War Veteran, member of Vets 
for Peace, who was critically injured 
on Oct. 15, 2011 at Occupy Oakland 
when shot in the head with a tear gas 
can by police), returning their war 
medals in a ceremony in which they 
threw the medals down the street in 
the direction of the NATO Summit. 
The summit was originally planned as 
a week long event to be held in 
conjunction with the G8 summit. The 
G8 was relocated to the highly 
militarized Camp David and the 
NATO Summit was shortened to only 
two days due to mounting civil unrest 
and protests.

May 26 marked the two year 
anniversary of Bradley Manning's 
arrest and subsequent detainment. 
He is accused of allegedly leaking top 
secret military information to 
WikiLeaks, including the Collateral 
Murder video of an U.S. Apache 

helicopter firing on unarmed 
civilians, 2 of whom were children. 
Manning is currently being held at 
fort Meade, MD, where he continues 
to await trial.

UPCOMING NATIONAL & 
INTERNATIONAL DAYS OF 
ACTION & SOLIDARITY:

June 2 – Tampa Bay Regional 
Occupy General Assembly, at the 
birth place of Occupy Tampa: 
Gaslight Park, 410 N. Franklin St., 
Tampa, FL. 11:00 AM Meet & Greet, 
12:00 AM General Assembly. For 
more information visit 
occupytampa.org

June 29 – Critical Mass Daytona 
Beach - Meet at City Island Library
at 6:00 PM, ride at 6:30 PM, potluck 
dinner after ride (bring a dish to 
share).

June 30 - July 4 – The Occupy 
National Gathering 2012 (NATGAT), 
Philadelphia, PA . For more 
information visit 
occupynationalgathering.com

July 1-7 – Annual National Rainbow 
Gathering 2012 - Somewhere 
Appalachian Mountains (TBA)

August 27-30 – Occupy the 
Republican National Convention 
(RNC), Tampa, FL

September 3-6 – Occupy the 
Democratic National Convention 
(DNC), Charlotte, NC

September 17 – Occupy Wall Street 
One Year Anniversary #S17

September 21 – One Year 
Anniversary of Troy Anthony Davis' 
execution

….

The Occupied Daytona News 
Journal is a free, independent, 
underground, guerrilla news 
publication that does not and will 

not have paid advertisements. The 
ODNJ will never censor it's writers 
and will always stand behind free 
speech and press. The ODNJ 
operates solely on donations of 
materials, money, and time. We 
always need paper, toner, and other 
supplies and help in distribution of 
the paper. If you would like to help 
support the ODNJ please contact us 
at: 
occupieddaytonanewsjournal@gmx.com
Thank you for your support!
-ODNJ

….
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