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About the Occupied Daytona 
News Journal

The Occupied Daytona News 
Journal is a newspaper written 
and produced by an all 
volunteer staff consisting of 
some members of Occupy 
Daytona Beach.

Occupy Daytona Beach is a 
non-partisan movement, derived 
from and in solidarity with the 
Occupy Wall Street movement, 
we are dedicated to the 
necessary removal of 
overwhelming corporate 
influence from yours and our 
elected government.

The views expressed in The 
Occupied Daytona News 
Journal are the views of the 
individual writers and not the 
views of Occupy Daytona as a 
whole, unless noted otherwise; 
The ODNJ is not the “official” 
voice of Occupy Daytona or 
any other organization.. It is 
the mission of ODNJ to provide 
a voice to the voiceless, we are 
the 99%….

Send your comments, letters 
and/or article submissions to: 
occupieddaytonanewsjournal
@gmx.com

VOX POPULI

Occupy History: May Day and the M1GS General Strike - Apr 14 
“Every intelligent person now realizes that there is something radically wrong with the social system under which we  
are living. Everyone, excepting the beneficiaries of this system, agrees that something ought to be done about it. The  
trouble is that people at present seem unable to agree on any common program of action. Some accept their unhappy  
lot with a patience and fortitude worthy of a better cause, others theorize ineffectually and do little, while still others  
complain bitterly and strike out blindly. Nearly everyone rushes hither and tither seeking escape but without having  
any clear-cut objective in view. Considering the control of the press and all media of misinformation and propaganda  
by the present ruling class this situation is not to be wondered at.”-Ralph Chaplin, “The General Strike” 1911 

By now, if your reading this; you’ve heard about the Occupy Movement and the Call for a General Strike on May Day 
(International Workers’ Day) a day when working people (as well as students,the unemployed,the homeless,…in short; the 
99%) will strike not only across America, but around the world in a global day of solidarity and direct action. This historic  
event has been largely ignored by the American corporate media and for good reason, this call for May Day for them is 
similar to a visit from the Ghost of Christmas Past; THEY are well aware of the history of May Day and the threat that it  
poses to their privileged position and until recently they thought May Day had been written out of the history books 
forever. That is until now. 

So just what is it that the powers-that-be and their journalistic hacks fear so much? Why have there been so many attempts  
to eliminate this working class holiday? 

And why does any of this even matter? 

As Poilish-German philosopher and revolutionary Rosa Luxemberg wrote in an 1894 article “What Are the Origins of 
May Day?” : 

“The happy idea of using a proletarian holiday celebration as a means to attain the eight-hour day was first born in  
Australia.  The  workers  there  decided  in  1856 to  organize  a  day  of  complete  stoppage  together  with  meetings  and  
entertainment as a demonstration in favor of the eight-hour (work) day. The day of this celebration was to be April 21. At  
first, the Australian workers intended this only for the year 1856. But this first celebration had such a strong effect on the  
proletarian  masses  of  Australia,  enlivening  them  and  leading  to  new  agitation,  that  it  was  decided  to  repeat  the  
celebration every year. 
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 In fact, what could give the workers  
greater courage and faith in their own  
strength than a mass work stoppage  
which they had decided themselves?  
What could give more courage to the  
eternal slaves of the factories and the  
workshops than the mustering of their  
own troops? Thus, the idea of a  
proletarian celebration was quickly  
accepted and, from Australia, began to  
spread to other countries until finally it  
had conquered the whole proletarian 
world. 

The first to follow the example of the  
Australian workers were the  
Americans. In 1886 they decided that  
May 1 should be the day of universal  
work stoppage. On this day 200,000 of  
them left their work and demanded the  
eight-hour day. Later, police and legal  
harassment prevented the workers for  
many years from repeating this [size]  
demonstration.“ 

Luxemburg was a staunch believer in 
the spontaneous nature of proletarian 
organization, meaning as Capitalism 
goes into crisis mode (as it did with the 
2007 market crash and TARP bailout) 
the working class organizes itself not 
only to resist the inevitable austerity 
measures (like cuts to Medicaid, 
women’s health services, and public 
transportation) that will be enacted by 
the greedy ruling capitalist class; but to 
overturn the capitalist order itself with 
allows the parasitic capitalist plutocrats 
to enrich themselves off the labor and 
disproportionate taxes of the working 
class. May Day is an expression of the 
frustration of the workers with a socio-
economic system that in effect, 
enslaves them to the power of capital. 
The 1886 American observation of 
May Day cited by Luxemburg lead to a 
forgotten chapter of American history 
today known as the Haymarket Affair. 
It was due to these events that May 
Day as we know it came to be. 

And now a little history…. 

America in 1886 was in smack the 
middle of the Industrial Revolution. 
The city of Chicago had become home 
to thousands of American born and 
immigrant workers employed in 
factories at wages averaging around 
$1.50 a day in horrible conditions. As a 
result, many of the workers in these 
factories organized themselves into 
labor unions as well as revolutionary 
organizations of various ideological 
stripes. On May 1, 1886 an estimated 
40,000 striking workers led by Albert 
Parsons and his wife Lucy, marched 
down Michigan Avenue in Chicago 
demanding an 8 hour workday. This 
General Strike was well planned by its 
radical organizers and remained non-
violent, that is until May 3; August 
Spies was advising striking workers at 

McCormick Harvesting Machine Co. to 
“hold together, to stand by the union” 
when the police shot into the crowd, 
killing at least two McCormick 
workers. The next day, May 4; local 
anarchists including Spies and Parsons 
indignant over the police repression, 
organized an evening rally at 
Haymarket Square, a local commercial 
center. A crowd of several thousand 
workers gathered despite rain and 
listened to Spies then Parsons speak as 
a large police presence watched. As the 
final speaker, Sam Fielden spoke, the 
police moved in and tried to disperse 
the crowd. That’s when a bomb 
exploded and killed one police officer 
instantly and mortally wounded several 
others. The police then shot into the 
crowd and some demonstrators 
returned fire. To this day, it is unknown 
if it was a worker or the Pinkertons or 
even the police that set off the bomb 
(Howard Zinn points to Rudolph 
Schnaubelt, whom he claims he was a 
provocateur, posing as an anarchist, 
and threw the bomb so police would 
have a pretext to arrest Chicago’s 
anarchist leaders.) but what is known is 
after the violence seven policemen and 
at least four workers lay dead in the 
square. The newspapers immediately 
blamed the organizers of the rally for 
the violence and the police rounded up 
several anarchists. After being 
convicted in a kangaroo court more 
focused of their beliefs than evidence, 
on November 11, 1887; Spies, Parsons, 
George Engel and Adolf Fischer were 
hanged. This drew sharp criticism from 
Oscar Wilde and George Bernard Shaw 
as well as inspired the labor rights 
movement to adopt May Day as a day 
for workers, in honor of the Haymarket 
Martyrs as well as the rest of those 
whom have died fighting for the cause 
of labor. By the early 20th century, 
May Day as a workers holiday was 
celebrated all over the world. 

Then the 1% gets scared… 

1917 saw the Russian Revolution 
unfold and in America the first “Red 
Scare” was beginning. The robber 
barons were getting scared that the 
revolution would spread to the 
exploited working class here in the 
USA, so on top of raiding union halls 
and sending anarchists, socialists and 
Wobblies to jail under the Espionage 
Act of 1917 they had the VFW declare 
May 1 as “Americanization Day” in the 
early 1920′s in an effort to put a more 
“patriotic” spin on May Day. It didn’t 
work. With the Stock Market crash of 
1929 came the Great Depression and 
throughout the 1930′s large May Day 
gatherings numbering in the thousands 
were held in New York’s Union Square 
and Chicago’s Haymarket Square. In 
1949 Americanization Day became 

Loyalty Day which Wikipedia 
describes as “a special day for the 
reaffirmation of loyalty to the United 
States and for the recognition of the 
heritage of American freedom”. In 
1955 Pope Pius XII declared May 1 as 
“The Feast of St. Joseph, The Worker” 
in an effort to keep Catholic workers 
away from their radical secular 
comrades. In 1958, May 1 was declared 
“Law Day” by President Eisenhower, a 
day dedicated to the role and 
importance of law in American society. 
By the 1970′s, the celebration of May 
Day had all but vanished in America, 
with the exception of a few marches 
and rallies organized by leftist groups. 
That is, until 2006 when Latino 
immigrant communities around the 
country called for a May Day General 
Strike in response to H.R. 4437; a piece 
of anti-immigrant legislation that could 
only be described as draconian. 
Millions of immigrant and American 
born workers took to the streets on May 
Day 2006 and in the weeks preceding it 
in one of America’s largest General 
Strikes in recent memory. 

So just what is a General Strike? 

A general strike is when ALL workers 
in ALL industries go on strike AS A 
CLASS in an attempt to economically 
suffocate the capitalist or employing 
class. In other words’ its when all 
working class people cease production 
in an effort to hit the bosses where it 
hurts, their profits. According to “Big” 
Bill Haywood, a co-Founder of the 
Industrial Workers of the World 
(IWW): 

“There are three phases of a general  
strike. They are: 

– general strike in an industry; 

– general strike in a community; 

– general national strike.” 

speech; March 16, 1911

What this means is first workers 
interrupt “business as usual” by 
walking out of / not going to work. 
They shut down the factories, shops, 
schools,etc. Then they bring the strike 
from the workplace to the communities 
where they live, this could mean 
addressing grievances like police 
misconduct or tenants disputes with 
landlords and such. Finally, the General 
Strike spreads like wildfire throughout 
the city and/or nation until the moneyed 
class concedes its loss of control over 
the workers and admits their defeat at 
which point their hoarded wealth would 
be re-distributed to the most oppressed 
sectors of the working class and the 
means of production (the tools and 
machines needed to make things) 
would be seized and collectivized for 
the good of all people. Emma Goldman 
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put it this way: 

“the General Strike…means a  
stoppage of work, the cessation of  
labor. Nor need such a strike be  
postponed until all the workers of a  
particular place or country are ready  
for it...It is as if one man suddenly  
raised the cry "Stop the thief!"  
Immediately others will take up the cry,  
till the air rings with it. The General  
Strike, initiated by one determined  
organization, by one industry or by a  
small, conscious minority among the  
workers, is the industrial cry of "Stop  
the thief," which is soon taken up by  
many other industries, spreading like  
wildfire in a very short time.” –  
Syndicalism: Its Theory and Practice,  
1913 

Is the General Strike, as a direct 
action tactic; still practical? 

Very much so. In fact, General Strikes 
are becoming more and more frequent. 
In 2010 immigrants and their 
supporters called a General Strike and 
massive protest of Arizona’s S.B. 1070. 
In 2011, notable General Strikes took 
place in Greece, Italy, France and 
Oakland,CA. It was a General Strike 
that put the final nail in the coffin for 
Hosni Mubarak during the Egyptian 
Revolution. In 2012 we’ve already seen 
General Strikes in Nigeria, India, and 
Spain. The toiling masses are realizing 
the power they inherently have as the 
producers of wealth and the time has 
come for the global proletariat to 
reclaim the full fruits of its labor, to 
“dump the bosses off our backs” to 
borrow a phrase from Utah Phillips. In 
closing, the case for the General Strike 
can best be summed up by Ralph 
Chaplin : 

“The argument for the General Strike  
is based on the persistent and very  
logical working class conviction that  
the ruling class will refuse to permit  
itself to be dispossessed by any power  
weaker than its own and that public  
opinion, political action and  
insurrection therefore will not be  
permitted to be developed or used to  
any appreciable extent. It is further  
based on the firm belief that Labor  
alone can save the world from chaos  
during and following the period of  
transition. As long as the production of  
goods under any system depends on the  
disciplined solidarity of the producing  
class it is evident that this solidarity  
alone is capable of stopping the  
operations of the old order or of  
starting and continuing those of the  
new.” – The General Strike, 1911 

With all this in mind, it is now up to 
US and us alone, we can allow 
ourselves to continue to be subjected to 
the invisible bonds of capital or we can 
build a new, more humane society from 

the ashes of the old. As Mumia Abu 
Jamal wrote in his 1996 book “Death 
Blossoms“: 

“The choice, as every choice, is yours:  
to fight for freedom or be fettered, to  
struggle for liberty or be satisfied with  
slavery, to side with life or death.” 

See ya in the streets! 

- Daytona Slim X373024

Occu-pay (1st of May) - Apr 23

It’s “All work, No play” 

At least that’s what they say 

So I’m on strike this First of May 

Too much stress, not enough pay 

While rich folk got it made, 

On top of all that the rent’s due today 

So when the landlord comes on down 
my way 

I’ll tell him I’m on strike this First of 
May 

“Dump the bosses off our backs!” 

This is what I say 

We are the 99% 

¡ Poder para La Gente! 

Remember those that struggled before 
us 

From Ghandi to Che; 

Big Bill Haywood, Emma Goldman & 
Dorothy Day 

Plutocrats like us divided ‘tween lines 
of Straight and Gay; 

Black, White, Latin; (R) & (D), 

So I Occu-pay 

When folks tell me that I’m crazy I 
could give a damn what they say… 

I’m still Goin’ out on strike come the 
First of May! 

-Daytona Slim, X373024

Another Day… - April 23 

Just say go and listen as this flow, 

as it pours from my soul, 

can’t keep up shall I go slow? 

Every day in this game, 

nothing ever seems to change, 

it all stays the same. 

Punch the clock 4 my 8, 

what happened 2 1/3rd my pay? Wait… 

let me contemplate: 

It’s been stolen for them to kill, 

It’s been stolen for them to drill, 

It’s been stolen against my will. 

It has been taken and given to the banks 
who already have the riches, 

It’s been given to the corporations and 
there cohorts against my wishes, 

man….. fuck this shit…. its for the 
fucking fishes! 

Standing here watching the red, white, 
and blue wave, 

Standing here thinking it’s just another 
day as a wage slave. 

JUST ANOTHER DAY AS A WAGE 
SLAVE!!! 

-Maximus Scribus

MAY DAY SPECIAL:  M1GS Strikers' 
Song Book – Apr 6

Which Side Are You On?

Come all of you good workers, 

Good news to you I’ll tell, 

Of how that good old union 

Has come in here to dwell. 

Chorus:- Which side are you on? 

Which side are you on? 

Which side are you on? 

Which side are you on? 

My daddy was a miner, 

And I’m a miner’s son, 

And I’ll stick with the union, 

Till every battle’s won. 

They say in Harlan County, 

There are no neutrals there. 

You’ll either be a union man, 

Or a thug for J.H. Blair. 
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Oh, workers can you stand it? 

Oh, tell me how you can. 

Will you be a lousy scab, 

Or will you be a man ? 

Don’t scab for the bosses, 

Don’t listen to their lies. 

Us poor folks haven’t got a chance, 

Unless we organize. 

by Florence Reese 1931

Solidarity Forever

When the union’s inspiration through 
the workers’ blood shall run, 

There can be no power greater 
anywhere beneath the sun; 

Yet what force on earth is weaker than 
the feeble strength of one, 

But the union makes us strong. 

CHORUS: 

Solidarity forever, 

Solidarity forever, 

Solidarity forever, 

For the union makes us strong. 

Is there aught we hold in common with 
the greedy parasite, 

Who would lash us into serfdom and 
would crush us with his might? 

Is there anything left to us but to 
organize and fight? 

For the union makes us strong. 

Chorus 

It is we who plowed the prairies; built 
the cities where they trade; 

Dug the mines and built the workshops, 
endless miles of railroad laid; 

Now we stand outcast and starving 
midst the wonders we have made; 

But the union makes us strong. 

Chorus 

All the world that’s owned by idle 
drones is ours and ours alone. 

We have laid the wide foundations; 

built it skyward stone by stone. 

It is ours, not to slave in, but to master 
and to own. 

While the union makes us strong. 

Chorus 

They have taken untold millions that 
they never toiled to earn, 

But without our brain and muscle not a 
single wheel can turn. 

We can break their haughty power, gain 
our freedom when we learn 

That the union makes us strong. 

Chorus 

 

In our hands is placed a power greater 
than their hoarded gold, 

Greater than the might of armies, 
magnified a thousand-fold. 

We can bring to birth a new world from 
the ashes of the old 

For the union makes us strong. 

Chorus 

They divide us by our color; they 
divide us by our tongue, 

They divide us men and women; they 
divide us old and young, 

But they’ll tremble at our voices, when 
they hear these verses sung, 

For the Union makes us strong! 

by Ralph Chaplin 1915

Why Bad Apples Come From Bad 
Barrels - Apr 24

The prospects of a withdrawal from 
Afghanistan and Iraq continue to be a 
pipedream for those with any common 
sense. In fact, troop buildup in the 
Asian Pacific and Middle East is rising 
with no end in sight. Most recently 
according to Democracy Now:

The United States has reportedly 
agreed to defend Afghanistan militarily 
for at least a decade after Afghans 
formally take control of their own 
security in 2014. On Sunday, 
Afghanistan and the United States 
agreed to a draft of a long-awaited 
Strategic Partnership Agreement. 
President Obama and Afghan President 
Hamid Karzai have said they hope to 
sign the agreement before the NATO 

summit in Chicago next month. In 
related news, CNN is reporting U.S. 
troops have fired into Pakistani territory 
at least four times in the last 10 months 
in cross-border skirmishes.

Reframing of the war is commonplace 
for both Iraq and Afghanistan in order 
to convince the American people that 
this new strategy will be the foolproof 
plan that finally elevates us to victory. 
This newest agreement has gone largely 
unreported however. The so called 
withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan 
in 2014 is a complete 
mischaracterization of what is going 
on. What was thought was supposed to 
be the big victory for the Karzai regime 
was the ending of the night time raids 
by U.S. Special Operations Forces who 
essentially enter into random homes 
without warrant and kill at will. Kathy 
Kelly, co-coordinator of Voices for 
Creative Nonviolence, estimates 
averages of 10 killings are done in this 
fashion per night. It is a secret war that 
Americans must exert vast amounts of 
energy to learn about.

Along with the night raids Afghanistan 
has been showered in misconduct by 
American soldiers including but not 
limited to: the massacre of 17 Afghan 
civilians by a JSOC soldier, the burning 
of the Quran, troops urinating on 
Afghan corpses, and killing Afghan 
civilians for sports while saving their 
body parts as souvenirs. The sergeant 
who murdered the 17 Afghani civilians 
was based at Joint Base Lewis-
McChord in Washington state, home to 
the kill team who collected murdered 
civilian body parts. Military officials 
quickly isolated themselves from this 
rogue employee. American ambassador 
James Cunningham distances himself 
and the military from the shooter,

“We deplore any attack by a member of 
the U.S. armed forces against innocent 
civilians and denounce all violence 
against civilians. We assure the people 
of Afghanistan that the individual or 
individuals responsible for this terrible 
act will be identified and brought to 
justice.”

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
included that “war is hell”, implying 
what else could you expect? While his 
disingenuous pretentious remarks are 
irritating, they do prove a point. In war, 
these atrocities happen. Good men and 
women are dehumanized and placed in 
an environment of constant reinforces. 
They are overcome with the need to 
fulfill a role. The native civilians begin 
to be despised as blame displacement 
takes over a soldier’s mind. That is why 
when asked to go to war we should be 
incredibly skeptical and cautious. 
Jumping to war in Afghanistan, which 
is now the longest war in our country’s 
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history, was supported by military 
official such as Panetta. President 
Obama and his military cabinet do not 
see it this way however, claiming these 
incidents are not the norm but rather 
anomalies that can easily be corrected. 
Rhetoric in this case is used to justify 
the longevity of the war and to provide 
a narrative for the ongoing process. The 
imperialists are able to act noble and 
condemn this lone sergeant while 
maintain their war.

Joint Base Lewis-McChord requires 
further examination despite these 
dismissive claims from the executive 
branch. Described by Stars and Stripes 
newspaper as “the most troubled base 
in the military” and, “on the brink”, 
JBLM in 2011 marked a record for 
soldier suicides there. Psychiatrists at 
this same base allegedly reversed 285 
post-traumatic stress disorder diagnoses 
in order to avoid paying medical costs. 
Clearly this base alone should warrant 
an investigation. To simply point to this 
one base however would be falling into 
a bad apple trap. A complete systemic 
analysis is in order to truly learn why 
such atrocities continue to occur.

Psychologists including Philip 
Zimbardo see this line of good vs. evil 
and an individual bad apple as 
incorrect. Zimbardo argues, “The 
barrier between good and evil is 
permeable and nebulous. And, it is 
possible for angels to become devils 
and, perhaps more difficult to conceive, 
for devils to become angels. Given the 
right situational inducements and 
condition Zimbardo claims everyone is 
capable of succumbing to atrocities, 
similar to the sergeant, he would name 
this the Lucifer Effect.

In 1971, Zimbardo began to prepare for 
what would be known as the Stanford 
Prison experiment. His goal was to take 
normal healthy humans and place them 
in roles as prisoners and prison guards 
in order to test if they would change 
behaviors in response to their new roles 
and new environment. To do this he 
screened applicants and filtered all but 
the 24 most healthy and 
psychologically fit men. Personality 
tests were given to the final 24 to 
ensure they were not sadists or 
outliners of typical human behavior 
within the selected.

To achieve an authentic experiment he 
would not tell the 24 selected what 
exactly he planned to examine. 
Zimbardo made a deal with the local 
police to mock arrest those he 
designated as prisoners, charge them 
with fake crimes, and transport them to 
a fake prison where they would be 
stripped and forced to wear prison 
attire. Guards were told these prisoners 
were the worst of the worst and to keep 

an eye on these criminals.

Within two days of arrival guards 
began to strip prisoners of rights and 
create new ways to punish them. Some 
guards made prisoners simulate acts of 
sodomy. Some prisoners rebelled; 
others did nothing, while a few had 
emotional breakdowns. An experiment 
that was scheduled to last two weeks 
had to be called off after six days. 
Zimbardo would later describe this 
phenomenon as the bad barrel theory. 
Putting healthy young men in extreme 
situations where their actions were 
condoned or permitted to commit 
abuses by an authority structure, men 
quickly fell into their roles as guards 
and prisoners losing sights of their 
disposition. The bad barrel had created 
the bad apples.

While clear mistakes were made in the 
record keeping and design of the 
experiment, Zimbardo’s experiment 
illustrates the potential of humans in 
terrible situations, such as a warzone, 
to commit atrocities. Zimbardo points 
to Abu Ghraib as an example of the 
horrors that once innocent men and 
women could commit, “Some of the 
visual scenes that we have seen include 
guards stripping prisoners naked, 
putting bags over heads, putting them 
in chains, and having them engage in 
sexually degrading acts. And in both 
prisons the worst abuses came on the 
night shift. Our guards committed very 
little physical abuse; I continually told 
them that they could not use that. But 
then they resorted entirely to 
psychological controls and 
psychological domination”

With media scandals surrounding this 
sergeant coming to the forefront of 
Afghanistan analysis it is easy to 
dismiss this as a singular act, but as the 
abuses continue to pile on we must 
look at the causations of the bad apple. 
Humans are not biologically or 
genetically programmed to partake in 
such brutality for lengthy periods of 
time. This is why suicide rates are at 
record highs and scandal after scandal 
of military misconduct continues to 
occur.

With no end in sight for either war we 
must ask ourselves what have we 
gained from this war, how and why do 
soldiers continuously murder civilians, 
and what will it take for us to bring 
troops around the globe home? 
Pointing to a single bad apple kicks all 
these questions down the road. The role 
of occupy is to examine all policies 
systemically, war not excluded. As 
former military police officer Javal 
Davis stated, “that place turned me into 
a monster. I was very angry. You know, 
this Abu Ghraib, it would change your 
whole mind frame. You know you can 

go from being docile, jolly guy…and 
you go to Abu Ghraib for a while, you 
become a robot.”

-Daniel Fisher

The Fallacy of Superiority - Apr 24

The inherent complications of society 
manifest from obscure ideas of 
superiority. The concept of a rich man 
having a more accomplished life than a 
poor man is an example of this. The 
voices of humble men are drowned out 
by men who shout to glorify 
themselves, their race, and their beliefs.

The reality is society is nothing but a 
group of flawed beings who create 
ambiguous definitions of perfection 
predicated upon the beliefs of the 
majority. Individuals are equal in sense 
that we are all subject to emotions, we 
all have unanswerable questions, and 
we all die.

In history, the majority tends to subject 
the minority to a discriminatory 
environment. From “The Dark Ages” to 
“Jim Crowe Laws“, society seems to 
always fall into the traps of superiority. 
All it takes is a sense of superiority to 
start a war, to commence genocide, or 
to promote hate. Our violent history is 
merely a product of this mundane 
notion fabricated by a flawed mindset.

Why do we think we are better than 
certain individuals? Why do we let 
other men think for us without 
questioning their philosophy? Who are 
we, to tell other men that their religious 
beliefs are wrong? Who are we to force 
our culture upon others? Are we 
Immortal? Are we not made of the 
same anatomical materials?

Today America is standing face to face 
with the consequences of developing an 
idea of superiority. We as a nation have 
been routinely spoon fed “Hyper-
Nationalism” through popular media. 
As a result we‘ve defecated idea‘s 
filled with fallacies that influence our 
policies. The policies of our 
government no longer serve to protect 
the freedoms of individuals and to 
prevent the tyranny of the majority. 
Instead these policies are crafted with 
dangerous intentions of manipulating 
power.

In the past 10 years Americans have 
become poorer and less free. The 
actions of our representatives have 
become reliant upon the acceptance of 
special interest groups. We have 
become the home of banks and the land 
of the military-industrial complex. Our 
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so called “war on terror” has only 
increased the prevalence of terrorism 
by 268% according to the CIA. The 
“regulations” on our economy passed 
by legislators have only made the 
market easier to manipulate for large 
banks like Goldman Sachs. These are 
the consequences of feeling superior, 
our leaders feel superior to the cultures 
of other countries, they feel superior to 
the realities of a fake economy, and 
they feel superior to the voice of the 
American people.

We need to listen to the advice of our 
founders before we slip into the 
trenches of fascism. We need to object 
against the endeavors of those who 
disrespect our voice as a people. We 
need to break free from the two-party 
paradigm of false narratives by 
revealing the corruption of the 
established leaders. If we chose not to 
do these things and remain apathetic 
towards their actions, then we have 
only ourselves to blame.

They tell us not to question the system 
they have worked to fabricate. They tell 
us that individualism is dangerous and 
that we need them to protect us from 
ourselves. They tell us to send our 
children to distant third world countries 
and risk their lives. They tell us stories 
to distract from the issues plaguing our 
nation. They tell us that “real” 
conservatism means supporting 
overseas adventurism, government 
control of economics, and the 
facilitation of federal powers unseen in 
the constitution. What will we tell 
them?

Will we continue to vote for a pretty 
face and circumvent a cycle of 
superiority? Will we continue to 
believe the words of notorious 
sycophants? Will we absorb the 
ideologies of popular media without 
questioning them? Will we let 
ourselves become sheep awaiting 
inevitable slaughter? Or will we stand 
as a nation united under the cause of 
freedom?

Tyrants are tyrants weather they wear a 
suit or a turban. The recent actions of 
our government have gone by largely 
unnoticed. Executive Orders like 
“National Defense Preparedness” give 
our president the power to control 
agricultural and energy resources 
during times of peace and war. Bills 
like H.R 347 make it illegal to protest 
near government buildings and 
officials. The “National Defense 
Authorization Act” gives the president 
powers to detain and assassinate any 
American citizen suspect of terrorism 
without trial. Where are the media 
headlines on these atrocious actions? 
They are nowhere to be found.

Our opinions have been pre-

constructed to fit the will of power 
hungry men. Is it a mere coincidence 
that a news corporation (fox news), 
mostly owned by Saudi business 
tycoon prince Bin Talal, continues to 
spread war propaganda while the 
prince’s oil friends makes record 
profits from oil sales to our military? Is 
it a mere coincidence that General 
Electric the owner of NBC is heavily 
involved in weapons contracting (2.8 
billion dollars of contracts in 2004)? Is 
it a mere coincidence that a majority of 
News Corporation’s board of directors 
are former government officials? 
Unfortunately the evidence against 
these media outlets and many others 
point to the reality that it isn’t just a 
coincidence.

In laymen terms, government plays a 
major role in the publication of popular 
media, which in turn plays a major role 
in “informing” the people. The beliefs 
of the majority have been carefully 
prepared to accept the immoral actions 
of our government. Men like Rupert 
Murdoch and Saudi Prince Bin Talal 
lay in the weeds watching their 
financial status exponentially grow 
while American homes are foreclosing 
just as rapidly and senior citizens lose 
the value of their savings to the horrors 
of inflation.

Why? It is because they believe that 
they are superior to you and me. It is 
because they haven’t had to answer to 
anyone. It is because we have let them 
take advantage of us for far too long. 
These men, our government officials, 
and those who contribute to our demise 
as a nation are however not superior. 
They may wear expensive clothes and 
escape persecution for their injustices 
but they too will die as all of us do. We 
cannot continue to accept the status-
quo in hopes of a better tomorrow.

We must show the establishment that 
they are not superior. Take the time to 
converse with others about these issues. 
Spread your ideas through social 
networking and other sources of 
independent media. It is our job to 
protect our nation and the idea of 
freedom that created it over 200 years 
ago.

In the end we must realize no matter 
how much success we achieve as 
individuals; all men shall be treated 
equally.

-Yosef Shelbayah

Sources and Interesting links I encourage 
you to read:

Study of the “War on Terror”: 
http://www.comw.org/pda/0609bm38.html

Military-Industrial Media : 

http://www.fair.org/index.php?page=2627

National Defense Resources Preparation: 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-
office/2012/03/16/executive-order-national-
defense-resources-preparedness

National Defense Authorization Act: 
http://tenthamendmentcenter.com/2012/03/
21/ndaa-we-must-resist-we-must-oppose-
we-must-reverse/

H.R 347: 
http://www.examiner.com/conservative-in-
chattanooga/h-r-347-is-a-dangerous-
precedent

Rupert Murdoch: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rupert_murdo
ch

Mainstream Media: Lies, Deceit, and 
Trojan Horses - Apr 24

Conventional wisdom among political 
discourse suggests mainstream media 
operates on a left wing agenda or at 
least a liberal slant. Fox News claims to 
be above this global left wing agenda 
by declaring itself the world’s only fair 
and balanced network. Hosts and guests 
on the show continuously bash the New 
York Times and other media networks 
such as CNN for their clear bias. More 
recently PBS was thrown under the bus 
by not just Fox News, but anchors of 
CNN who chastised PBS for being a 
clear threat to truth in the country.

While Fox News has largely been 
analyzed and scrutinized, and rightfully 
so, it takes multiple dancers to shift the 
paradigm of American politics further 
and further right wing. Publications 
including the New York Times and 
other news stations such as ABC, CBS, 
NBC, and unfortunately at times PBS, 
all play their respective roles in the 
continued corporatization of our 
government at the behest of democracy.

What the major news networks in both 
evening and morning slots achieve is 
the accreditation of the extreme. 
Outrageous freedom killing policies 
become commonplace through a facade 
of nonpartisanship. To these television 
shows and publications, 
nonpartisanship is code word for 
corporately approved. Facts on the 
political parties being in the pockets of 
corporations need not be debated in this 
piece but what is little known is the 
purchasing and consolidation of media 
by these same corporations in our 
country. Once a policy is approved by 
both sides of the political isle debate 
seizes across the board and as a result 
the country’s political landscape shifts.

By not challenging authority the media 
has allowed the country to enter a 
world where true grassroots hardnosed 
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muckraking reporting is seen as 
extreme and inappropriate. Due to the 
consolidation of the media market 
journalists realize that there are simply 
limited opportunities to work in this 
country as a journalist, to speak out is 
to risk a career. Additionally due to the 
hyper-corporatization of the media, 
news networks now employ lobbyists 
but fail to include the guest’s true 
allegiance prior to their input. Instead 
they will include only the interviewees 
name and some broad category such as 
military expert. Simply put, it is a lie 
through silence. Other anchors who 
have the opportunity to interview 
politicians fail to ask any real questions 
or risk losing access to future political 
interviewing possibilities. Network 
executives also routinely define the 
parameters of an interview before it 
takes place.

Anchor Dan Rather of CBS evening 
news summed it up best:

“There was a time in South Africa that 
people would put flaming tires around 
people’s necks if they dissented, and in 
some ways the fear is that you will be 
necklaced here, you will have a flaming 
tire of lack of patriotism put around 
your neck. Now it is that fear that keeps 
journalists from asking the toughest of 
the tough questions, and to continue to 
bore in on the tough questions so often. 
And again, I am humbled to say, I do 
not except myself from this criticism.”

Now of course this is the same man 
who famously stated, “George bush is 
the president…wherever he wants me 
to line up, just tell me where and he’ll 
make the call.” The political narrative 
in this country is controlled by the 
president and the media. When the 
media fails to report on differing views 
or fails to challenge authority for fear 
of their corporate boss’s backlash, we 
all suffer. A classic example is Iraq.

A study conducted by Steve Rendall 
and Tara Broughel in May 2003 looked 
into the silencing of dissent by the 
media during the three weeks leading 
up to the Iraq War. Media outlets 
included in this study were: ABC, CBS, 
NBC, CNN, FOX, and PBS. The 
results were staggering. Sources that 
were prowar made up 64% of those 
interviewed, while antiwar advocates 
came in at a lowly 10%. U.S. sources 
who were prowar tallied in at 71%, 
once again the antiwar guests stood at a 
lousy 3%. This clearly shows an utter 
lack of any viewpoints being offered 
aside the prowar corporate position. 
Expectantly these results produced the 
ignorance of Americans who believed 
Sadaam himself had orchestrated 9/11.

If we had actually learned something 
from this catastrophe at least the deaths 
of potentially a million innocent Iraqi 

civilians would have served as some 
type of historical lesson. This 
unfortunately is not the case. Today the 
media continues to lead the charge in 
silencing dissent and rubber stamping 
Washington rhetoric as factual in all 
policy arenas. Between 2009 and 2011 
according to media matters, media 
coverage of climate change by ABC, 
CBS, NBC, and FOX fell 90%, while 
the nightly news coverage dropped 
72%. In total the Sunday news 
nonpartisan analysis consisted of a 
whopping 9 minutes in 2011. CBS’s 
Face the Nation brought up the rear in 
ignorance covering climate change for 
a total of just 4 minutes in 3 years. In 
the evening CBS once again 
maintained their crown of purposeful 
silence with their Evening News 
program covering climate change a 
total of 40 minutes in 3 years.

What is equally pathetic is what these 
networks chose to cover. Topics such as 
Donald Trump’s attention whoring run 
for office received more coverage then 
climate change on every network 
except ABC World News, which gave 
equal time to the two topics. To press 
for straws one could at least argue that 
in those brief moments of intellectual 
honesty the country was able to learn a 
great deal about what type of horrible 
climate change is taking place on our 
planet, ironically from corporations 
that own the network, right? Wrong 
again. Exactly 0% of Sunday news 
shows interviewed scientists during 
their climate change segments. 68% of 
the guests were Republicans, yes the 
Republicans who want to ban books 
and essentially using your brain if they 
could. The Democrats on the show 
were of course either the most right 
wing themselves or the most pitifully 
prepared Harlem Globe Trotter paid 
losers who routinely got annihilated in 
debates.

It seems that all the mainstream 
corporate media has learned since the 
Iraq war is how to potentially kill 
billions of us on the planet instead of 
just a million Iraqis. This presents quite 
a quagmire for Americans in this 
country. The 4th estate is supposed to 
protect us from the deterioration of our 
democracy, therefore in order to 
educate ourselves we must logically 
watch the news. Unfortunately as the 
numbers indicate the news 
‘nonpartisanship news’ actively 
silences the majority of Americans, and 
the majority of facts. Americans in 
their mind are left with ignorance by 
watching TV or ignorance by not 
following anything, which is if 
Americans become aware of the fact 
they are being used, which sadly is not 
the case.

According to the Pew Research Center, 
“For all the losses, however, the 
network evening news remains an 
extraordinarily popular news source for 
Americans. More than four times as 
many people watched the three network 
evening newscasts on ABC, CBS and 
NBC during the dinner hour than 
watched the highest-rated shows on the 
three cable news channels (CNN, Fox 
News and MSNBC) during prime 
time.”

Left with no options in the television 
media one would assume that a 
respected publication such as the New 
York Times unlike those propaganda 
laden institutions such as the Wall 
Street Journal would provide a broader 
analysis of ongoing news. Wrong again. 
Like their siblings in the television 
media industry, the New York Times 
plays its role as a pragmatic liberal 
perfectly. Once you get such a left 
leaning paper like the New York Times 
to agree then obviously the policy is 
just, and there is no need to worry. By 
silencing American opinions and riding 
in the pockets of authority the NYT has 
traded in fact finding for obedience. 
When facts are not presented that 
disprove both sides of the aisle, the 
country’s ignorance increases and the 
likelihood of our rights being stripped 
increases. Ignorance leads to apathy 
and inactivity. With no one left to 
challenge the crony capitalist 
politicians they are able to progress our 
country to a 1%’s dream scenario.

Take for instance the reporting of our 
Goldman Sach’s approved candidates 
running for presidential office. A new 
study by Pew revealed that Romney 
received 39% positive coverage 
compared to Obama’s 18% so far this 
year. At no point during this year did he 
receive more positive coverage then 
negative. Now this is not a defense of 
Obama, he is a terrible president who is 
to the right of Bush but this is to 
illustrate how Trojan horses of the left 
are trotted out to lose in order to 
consolidate power and wealth to the 
1%. If the NYT is favoring Romney 
more than Obama that must clearly 
illustrate even the most left wing policy 
advocates cannot excuse Obama’s 
action, therefore we need to move more 
towards extreme Republican ideals and 
abandon these failed socialist policies!

This is a game of good cop bad cop 
against the American people that can 
only be combated with independent 
media. Local news is essentially 
worthless nowadays and the radio 
waves are as consolidated as the 
television and news print. Occupy 
forming its own local media that has 
honest and intellectual debates over 
policies is the only solution. 
Information is the currency of 
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democracy. Without it we will bankrupt 
our morality, our wallets, and any hope 
for a better future for ourselves and our 
children.

-Daniel Fisher

“Riseup” Server Seized By FBI - Apr 
23

On April 19th, 2012 the FBI seized a 
“Riseup” server that was operated by 
the European Counter Network 
(“ECN”), an Italian technology 
collective. No Riseup service, user 
data, keys, or certificates, were on this 
machine and the root filesystem of this 
machine is encrypted. Riseup provides 
online communication tools for people 
and groups working on liberatory social 
change. Riseup is a project to create 
democratic alternatives and practice 
self-determination by controlling our 
own secure means of communications. 

Riseup.net made this Press Release: 

“FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

FBI seizes server providing anonymous 
remailer and many other services from 
colocation facility. 

Contacts: 

Riseup Networks, Devin Theriot-Orr, 
206-708-8740, sunbird@riseup.net 

May First/People Link, Jamie 
McClelland, 917-509-5734, 
jm@mayfirst.org 

ECN: Isole Nella Rete, inr@riseup.net 

Attack on Anonymous Speech 

On Wednesday, April 18, at 
approximately 16:00 Eastern Time, 
U.S. Federal authorities removed a 
server from a colocation facility shared 
by Riseup Networks and May 
First/People Link in New York City. 
The seized server was operated by the 
European Counter Network (“ECN”), 
the oldest independent internet service 
provider in Europe, who, among many 
other things, provided an anonymous 
remailer service, Mixmaster, that was 
the target of an FBI investigation into 
the bomb threats against the University 
of Pittsburgh. 

“The company running the facility has 
confirmed that the server was removed 
in conjunction with a search warrant 
issued at the request of the FBI,” said 
May First/People Link director Jamie 
McClelland. “The server seizure is not 
only an attack against us, but an attack 
against all users of the Internet who 
depend on anonymous 
communication.” 

Disrupted in this seizure were 
academics, artists, historians, feminist 
groups, gay rights groups, community 
centers, documentation and software 
archives and free speech groups. The 
server included the mailing list “cyber 
rights” (the oldest discussion list in 
Italy to discuss this topic), a Mexican 
migrant solidarity group, and other 
groups working to support indigenous 
groups and workers in Latin America, 
the Caribbean and Africa. In total, over 
300 email accounts, between 50-80 
email lists, and several other websites 
have been taken off the Internet by this 
action. None are alleged to be involved 
in the anonymous bomb threats. The 
seized machine did not contain any 
riseup email accounts, lists, or user 
data. Rather, the data belonged to ECN. 

“The FBI is using a sledgehammer 
approach, shutting down service to 
hundreds of users due to the actions of 
one anonymous person,” said Devin 
Theriot-Orr, a spokesperson for Riseup. 
“This is particularly misguided because 
there is unlikely to be any information 
on the server regarding the source of 
the threatening emails.” 

“We sympathize with the University of 
Pittsburgh community who have had to 
deal with this frightening disruption for 
weeks. We oppose such threatening 
actions. However, taking this server 
won’t stop these bomb threats. The 
only effect it has is to also disrupt e-
mail and websites for thousands of 
unrelated people,” continues Mr. 
Theriot-Orr. “Furthermore, the network 
of anonymous remailers that exists is 
not harmed by taking this machine. So 
we cannot help but wonder why such 
drastic action was taken when 
authorities knew that the server 
contained no useful information that 
would help in their investigation.” 

The FBI purportedly seized the server 
because it was hosting an anonymous 
remailer called Mixmaster. Anonymous 
remailers are used to send email 
anonymously, or pseudonymously. 
Like other anonymizing services such 
as the Tor network, these remailers are 
widely used to protect the identity of 
human rights activists who place 
themselves and their families in grave 
danger by reporting information about 
abuses. Remailers are also important 
for corporate whistle blowers, 
democracy activists working under 
repressive regimes, and others to 
communicate vital information that 
would otherwise go un-reported. 

The Mixmaster software is specifically 
designed to make it impossible for 
anyone to trace the emails. The system 
does not record logs of connections, 
details of who sent messages, or how 
they were routed. This is because the 

Mixmaster network is specifically 
designed to resist censorship, and 
support privacy and anonymity. 
Unfortunately, some people misuse the 
network. However, compared to the 
rate of legitimate use, the abuse rate is 
very low. There is therefore no 
legitimate purpose for the FBI to seize 
this server because they will not be able 
to obtain any information about the 
sender. This is plainly extra-judicial 
punishment and an attack on free 
speech and anonymity on the internet 
and serves as a chilling effect on others 
providers of anonymous remailers or 
other anonymous services. 

In absence of any other leads, the FBI 
needs to show that they are making 
progress in this case, and this has meant 
seizing a server so they can proudly 
demonstrate they are taking some 
action. But what this incident shows is 
they are grasping at straws and are 
willing to destroy innocent bystanders 
for the sake of protecting their careers. 

About the organizations involved 

MayFirst/People Link (mayfirst.org) is 
a politically-progressive member-run 
and controlled organization that 
redefines the concept of “Internet 
Service Provider” in a collective and 
collaborative way. May First/People 
Link’s members are organizers and 
activists who elect a Leadership 
Committee to direct the organization. 
Like a coop, members pay dues, buy 
equipment and then share that 
equipment for websites, email, email 
lists, and other Internet purposes. 

Riseup Networks (riseup.net) provides 
online communication tools for people 
and groups working on liberatory social 
change. Riseup creates democratic 
alternatives and practices self-
determination by controlling our own 
secure means of communications. 

ECN (European Counter Network – 
ecn.org) is the oldest independent 
service provider in Europe providing 
free email accounts, mailing lists, and 
websites to organizations, activists, and 
movements that are involved in human 
rights, freedom of speech and 
information in Italy and Europe. ECN 
is anti-fascist and works towards a just 
and equal society. Years ago, before 
sites like Youtube and Vimeo existed, 
ECN created a platform called NGV 
where people could upload and share 
independent video of human rights 
violations. Nowadays ECN works 
primarily with anti-fascist and anti-
Nazi movements in all of Europe, 
providing space and resources to 
political and social centers. 

Questions / further reading 

Q: Doesn’t Mixmaster/anonymous 
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remailers enable criminals to do bad 
things? 

A: Criminals can already do bad things. 
Since they’re willing to break laws, 
they already have lots of options 
available that provide better privacy 
than mixmaster provides. They can 
steal cell phones, use them, and throw 
them in a ditch; they can crack into 
computers in Korea or Brazil and use 
them to launch abusive activities; they 
can use spyware, viruses, and other 
techniques to take control of literally 
millions of Windows machines around 
the world. 

Mixmaster aims to provide protection 
for ordinary people who want to follow 
the law. Only criminals have privacy 
right now, and we need to fix that. 

Some advocates of anonymity explain 
that it’s just a tradeoff — accepting the 
bad uses for the good ones — but 
there’s more to it than that. Criminals 
and other bad people have the 
motivation to learn how to get good 
anonymity, and many have the 
motivation to pay well to achieve it. 
Being able to steal and reuse the 
identities of innocent victims (identify 
theft) makes it even easier. Normal 
people, on the other hand, don’t have 
the time or money to spend figuring out 
how to get privacy online. This is the 
worst of all possible worlds. 

So yes, criminals could in theory use 
mixmaster, but they already have better 
options, and it seems unlikely that 
taking mixmaster away from the world 
will stop them from doing bad things. 
At the same time, mixmaster and other 
privacy measures can fight identity 
theft, physical crimes like stalking, and 
so on. Please see the tor FAQ on abuse 
for more information. 

Q: How does Mixmaster / Anonymous 
remailers work? 

A: Anonymous remailers work by 
connecting to other anonymous 
remailers in a chain, and every one in 
that chain removes the mail header 
information making it impossible to 
find the real sender. The Tor project 
maintains a list of typical users of this 
and other anonymity systems, and the 
Mixmaster home page” 

In summary, the server seized by 
authorities contained NO Riseup data 
on it. The machine was operated by the 
European Counter Network (“ECN”), 
an Italian technology collective. Again, 
no Riseup service or user data is on this 
machine. No Riseup keys or certificates 
are on the machine. Furthermore, the 
root filesystem of this machine is 
encrypted. Riseup will continue to 
provide online communication tools for 
people and groups working on 
liberatory social change. Riseup is “a 

project to create democratic 
alternatives and practice self-
determination by controlling our own 
secure means of communications.” 
Learn more and join the collective at 
https://help.riseup.net/en 

-Maximus Scribus

Why Occupy? - Apr 23

In honor of six months of Occupy 
Daytona Beach, I thought it might be a 
good time to run down some of what 
we’ve done and why we’ve done it – 
just so no one could say, “Those 
occupiers, they’re passionate and all, 
but what do they stand for?” We’ve 
been doing plenty of standing as we’ve 
rallied against economic inequality and 
the attack on democracy that has 
resulted from the unethical and illegal 
practices of giant corporations, which 
ultimately led to the economic crash, 
unemployment, mass foreclosures, and 
poverty levels not seen since the Great 
Depression. We’ve repeatedly protested 
the banks that brought down our 
economy, were bailed out by our tax 
dollars (some would say stole our tax 
dollars) and then committed fraud 
against America’s homeowners to 
thank them for their donations to the 
bailout. 

Did you know that banks or finance, 
insurance, and real estate (with the apt 
acronym FIRE) – together spent nearly 
7 billion dollars in lobbying to 
influence and control the law making 
bodies of this great country? Of the 
people? Or of the corporations? How 
much did you spend to influence your 
legislators last year? How many elected 
officials or agency heads did you take 
on exotic vacations? How many insider 
trading tips did you give to your 
congressperson – who is immune from 
insider trading laws, btw? Do you 
really think they are beholden to you? 
Or dependent on your vote? Over 90% 
of elections are won by the candidate 
with the most money. Does that sound 
like the democratic process to you? But 
that lobbying pays off – on top of 7.7 
trillion in secret bank bailout money – 
that’s according to The Week and 
Bloomberg Markets Magazine – and 
Bloomberg ought to know! banks 
walked away scot free, with no changes 
to the status quo, no new regulations, 
no break up into smaller banks – and 
now they’re larger than ever! What do 
you think would happen to you if you’d 
done the same as the banks? 

Speaking of bank fraud, let’s talk about 
another aspect. I’d like to highlight one 

of the related issues where some of us 
at ODB have been working to raise 
awareness: foreclosures – yet another 
area where Florida is making headlines 
all over the country. Here in Florida, as 
reported in a NYT article only a few 
weeks ago, we have one quarter of all 
of the foreclosures in the country. 
That’s 1 in 6 Florida homes. It’s no 
wonder Miami has recently been found 
the most miserable city in America – 
closely followed by a number of other 
Florida cities. The Daytona Beach area 
may not be big enough to rank on a 
national list, but that doesn’t make us 
any less miserable than Miami. Let’s 
consider foreclosures as a local case 
study of the issues now facing us as a 
result of bank fraud and corporate 
greed. 

Larry Glinzman of Community Legal 
Services of Mid-Florida 
(CLSMFL.org), which is where people 
should go if they are facing foreclosure 
and have questions about their options, 
confirmed the gravity of the problem 
here in a recent information session 
organized by Occupy Daytona. One 
member of ODB brought a partial list 
of current foreclosures in Ormond by 
the Sea – pages and pages – 97 
foreclosures. In Ormond by the Sea! 
Imagine what this means to 
neighborhoods? And what happened to 
the families that lived in those houses? 

Well, I’ll tell you. Here in Volusia 
county, there are more than 2000 
homeless children – that we know of! 
Keep in mind, this would not be 
information families are likely to 
willingly reveal because their children 
can be taken from them as a result. 
According to a 60-minutes segment last 
month, the poverty rate for kids in this 
country is 25% – the largest generation 
of children living in hard times since – 
you guessed it – the Great Depression. 
In neighboring Seminole County, so 
many children have lost their homes 
that buses now stop at dozens of cheap 
motels. 

Consider this – people who were told 
that property values never declined 
sunk their life savings, or perhaps all 
the equity from their previous homes, 
into homes now worth less than half the 
purchase price. They lost retirement 
funds in the crash that they couldn’t 
afford to lose. They’re paying more 
than ever in food costs, medical costs, 
fuel and electricity costs. Retirements 
and the fortunes and futures of people 
who’ve worked hard all their lives are 
affected through the steep decline in the 
value of their 401Ks, hedgefunds, 
stocks – and home values. 

In a spiraling feedback loop, as homes 
are foreclosed upon, the surrounding 
homes are worth less. Banks, who have 
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largely refused to work with 
homeowners, because it’s more 
profitable to foreclose even though 
they’ve already reaped untold riches 
through bundling toxic mortgages and 
selling them as Triple A securities 
around the world, do not keep up the 
foreclosed properties, even though 
they’re supposed to, which further 
brings down the surrounding 
neighborhood as the houses deteriorate. 
What happens when houses are empty 
for too long? Vandalism and crime. If 
the foreclosure is in a condominium or 
similar dues-paying development, the 
bank doesn’t pay those fees. This 
affects the value and finances of the 
entire development. 

So let’s see, what else is affected? Well, 
city and county budgets! As people lose 
their homes, they no longer pay 
property taxes. For those who stay in 
their homes, as their home values go 
down, so do their property taxes. There 
go the tax revenues – now we have 
huge budget shortfalls, budget cuts – 
and bankrupt cities! Like Birmingham 
Alabama, Stockton California, 
Harrisburg Pennsylvania. Only 6 states 
were not projecting budget shortfalls in 
2012. Florida’s projected shortfall this 
year was between 2 and 3 billion. What 
happens when a city has a budget 
shortfall? Well, police get cut, fire, 
streetlights, playgrounds. Imagine…. 
At a city commission meeting a few 
months ago, Mayor Ritchey himself 
told me that Daytona was struggling, 
though he quickly assured me the city 
was not bankrupt – I believe it may 
have been the same one where they 
passed a policy criminalizing requests 
for food on Beach street. Another thing 
we’ve protested along with some 
outrageous limitations on public 
comment and involvement. 

Now consider this: in several audits 
conducted around the country, 80-85% 
of those foreclosures were conducted 
illegally using robo-signing and forged 
paperwork. It would be bad enough if 
these problems were the result of an 
accident, some baffling unexplainable 
glitch in global economic conditions. 
But they aren’t. We’ve known from the 
beginning, and it’s only become more 
apparent with time, that this crash was 
created. It can be directly traced to 
deregulation that occurred under both 
parties, which removed safeguards 
(also was no accident) that have 
protected the American public (and the 
rest of the globe) ever since a similar 
crash 1929 and ensuing global 
depression. These safeguards were in 
place to prevent greed, fraud, and 
market manipulation by conglomerates 
and those with, for all intents and 
purposes, vast and practically unlimited 
wealth. We’re not talking your average 

millionaire here or someone who 
worked hard to make it where they are, 
we’re not talking about small business 
owners beholden and committed to 
their communities – we’re talking 
companies with revenues larger than 
the GDP of many countries and 
billionaires. 

Listen to this little blurb printed in 
Business Insider in June of 2011: If 
Wal-Mart were a country, its revenues 
would make it on par with the GDP of 
the 25th largest economy in the world 
by, surpassing 157 smaller countries. 
25 major American corporations have 
2010 revenues that surpass the 2010 
Gross Domestic Product of entire 
countries, often with a few billion to 
spare. Even some major countries like 
Norway, Thailand, and New Zealand 
can be bested by certain U.S. firms. 
And they are controlling our country – 
they are controlling it through hundreds 
of millions of dollars in advertising, 
they are controlling it through billions 
of dollars in campaign contributions 
and lobbying, they are controlling it 
through spending money to influence 
scientific studies and agencies to 
manage what we’re told about the 
products they push on us and their 
effects on our planet and health. 

And here is the outcome: A few weeks 
ago, Thich Naht Hahn said we needed 
to accept that the human race was not 
likely to continue for another hundred 
years. He expects it to end within the 
lifetimes of my children and 
grandchildren. That’s not a 
dramatization for effect. That’s a real 
possibility. We’ve broken over 7000 
heat records since March 12th in this 
country alone. In Russia, less than a 
year and a half ago, an estimated 56 
thousand people died from the heat and 
wildfire smog due to record heat and 
drought. Glaciers are melting at a rate 
considerably faster than the highest 
estimates. An area taking up land in 
three or four states in the Midwest is 
expected to become permanent desert. 
Think Sahara. 

Over 90% of scientists – actually close 
to 100%, are in complete agreement 
that climate change is the result of 
human actions – not due to living here, 
but due to the way we live here. 
Millions of acres of crops of corn here 
are turned into ethanol while Somali 
children eat mud trying to get some 
sustenance – tens of millions dying of 
starvation. Can you imagine that level 
of hunger? And here, our children are 
accumulating toxic chemical 
compounds, heavy metals, 
pharmaceuticals in their air, food, soil, 
water, and even from their mother’s 
milk – compounds from jet fuel were 
found in practically every sample of 
women’s tissues and breastmilk and 

infants across the country – not to 
mention what they’re exposed to from 
toys, soaps, lotions, and shampoos. 
These are compounds we know cause 
cancer, hormone disruption, brain 
damage, infertility, concentration 
problems, personality issues, antibiotic 
resistance, and on and on. And we have 
no idea of what their combined effects 
will be over time. 

Then there’s fracking – did you know 
that it’s been shown to cause 
earthquakes – like the one last year in 
Washington DC – not to mention 
poisoned water as was reported in an 
article a couple of weeks ago. So ask 
yourself, where are our consumer 
protections? Where are our 
environmental protections? Where is 
the outrage from our leaders as our 
children, our economy, and our planet 
are poisoned? Why are they so quiet? 
Worse, why are they trying to silence 
dissent? Why are a couple of students 
in Oakland with some spray paint 
considered justification for police in 
riot gear pushing non-violent marching 
protesters out into the street so they can 
arrest them? Banging protestors’ heads 
into parked cars, smashing them in the 
face with batons, breaking their bones 
as they tackle them to the pavement, 
spraying seated students and corralled 
girls with pepper spray, shooting 
veterans who fought in our wars – don’t 
get me started on the military industrial 
complex – with rubber bullets? Or even 
just standing in a line in riot gear over 
women protesting outrageous and 
hateful comments, not to mention 
legislation, in an attempt to shame them 
into submission and alter the course of 
national discussion away from 
economic inequality? These aren’t 
hardened criminals – they’re students, 
writers, environmentalists, teachers, 
doctors, lawyers, city workers, parents, 
and grandparents. They’re patriots and 
citizens. You and me. Why is it okay to 
relegate them to areas out of the public 
sphere, prohibit their movement and 
speech? Attempt to intimidate them into 
silence? Why is that permissible in a 
country founded on civil freedoms and 
protest of government when we object 
to something? 

Think about it. Think about the 
connections. The actions of 
corporations and politicians directly 
affect our day to day lives, the health 
and security of our future. We can no 
longer be content to sit by quietly and 
politely, and expect these giant entities 
concerned only with profit to decide to 
do the right thing by humanity. To do 
so is beyond foolish. We are suffering 
huge consequences as the result of our 
inaction, our avoidance of difficult 
conversations, and public 
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disengagement – right here and right 
now. We all need to be in the streets…. 
Join us! 

-Shannon McLeish

Mother of two and member of ODB

Ctrl+C/Ctrl+V: Paste New Religion 
Here - Apr 23 

An “online piracy religion” from 
Sweden is seeking official recognition 
in the United States. They call 
themselves “Kopimists” and preach 
that any act of copying information is 
sacred and cannot be limited by any 
human law. Kopimism was established 
in late 2010 by a philosophy student 
named Isak Gerson who was then-19-
year-old at the time. 

Kopimists holds Ctrl+C and Ctrl+V – 
the keyboard shortcuts for copy and 
paste commands – as its sacred 
symbols. The religion is inspired by a 
Biblical quote from 1 Corinthians 11:1, 
“Copy me, my brothers, just as I copy 
Christ himself”, The name Kopimism is 
world play on “copy me”. 

Now, after battling Swedish authorities 
for a year and after several applications 
Swedish authorities have confirmed its 
status as a religious community. 
Kopimism is now spreading across the 
globe. Kopimism now has branches in 
18 counties like Japan, Russia, and 
Greece. One has even been registered 
in Illinois, USA. According to US 
News, the American branch of the 
church is currently in the process of 
seeking federal recognition. 

Christopher Carmean, a 25-year-old 
student at the University of Chicago, 
who heads the American branch said 
“Data is what we are made of, data is 
what defines our life, and data is how 
we express ourselves.” Christopher also 
stated “Forms of copying, remixing, 
and sharing enhance the quality of life 
for all who have access to them. 
Attempts to hinder sharing are 
antithetical to our data-driven 
existence.” According to Carmean, 
about 450 people have registered in his 
church and 30 of them are actively 
participate. 

In Kopimists beliefs copyright laws and 
proprietary software are “comparable 
to slavery” and free copying of 
information is natural for humankind 
and thus cannot be stopped. Kopimists 
are against copyright laws. The church 
has a very positive outlook on future 
growth of the church. Kopimists 
believe any person downloading a 

movie or sharing a file on the internet 
is practising Kopimism, even if he or 
she is not aware of Kopimism. 

-Mamimus Scribus

Check It 5! – A few things you should 
know about if you don’t already. - 
Apr 23 

1) Riseup (Safe & secure online 
communication) https://riseup.net/en 

2) #OWS #SPRINGTRAINING: 
http://vimeo.com/40386192 

3) Class War info portal: 
http://www.classwarfareexists.com/ 

4) The Revolutionary Students Union 
(Utah Valley University) 
http://www.uvursu.com/ 

5) libcom.org is a small collective of 
libertarian communists 
http://libcom.org

Ubuntu 12.04 LTS Precise Pangolin 
Release - Apr 23 

Ubuntu, the most widely used Linux 
OS is releasing the latest distribution 
‘Ubuntu 12.04LTS Precise Pangolin’ 
on April 26, 2012. Ubuntu Linus is an 
Open Source operating system 
available for download at 
http://www.ubuntu.com for free. As a 
Long Term Support release, Ubuntu 
12.04 will be a well polished and stable 
yet cutting edge operating system. “The 
team has been hard at work throughout 
this cycle, introducing new features and 
fixing bugs,” wrote Kate Stewart, 
Canonical’s Ubuntu Release Manager. 
This release will be stuffed with new 
features and as always, Linux safe and 
secure. 

A few new features in Ubuntu will be 
the new “Head-Up Display,” or 
“HUD”. HUD can be accessed by 
pressing the Alt key and typing in a 
description of what you want to do. 
Unity has some new improvements and 
tweaks There are new controls to allow 
the user to easily configure some 
properties of Unity. Most Synaptics 
ClickPads are recognized out of the 
box along Apple MacBook trackpads. 
New power savings via RC6 which 
allows GPUs to go into a very low 
power consumption state offering 
improvements of between 40 and 60 
percent in power usage while idle. 
LibreOffice 3.5 and Rhythmbox as the 
default applications for office and 

music. And last but not least, upgrading 
from the second alpha release of 
Precise Pangolin, this new beta version 
includes the 3.2.0 Ubuntu kernel is 
based on version 3.2.6 of the upstream 
stable Linux kernel. 

On April 26, 2012 go to 
http://www.ubuntu.com and download 
the NEW Ubuntu 12.04 LTS Precise 
Pangolin for FREE!!! 

-Maximus Scribus

APRIL ROUND-UP

Occupy Daytona Beach’s General 
Assemblies (GAs) are held at the 
SE corner of International 
Speedway Blvd. & Beach St. every 
Saturday at 4:00 PM & on the first 
& third Tuesdays of the month at 
7:00 PM.  GAs are open to all who 
would like to attend and participation 
in direct democracy is encouraged. 
This is what democracy looks like!

Daytona Beach Food Not Bombs 
meets every Thursday, at 7:00 PM 
at the SE corner of International 
Speedway Blvd. & Beach St. 
DBFNB is working on lining-up more 
food donations and building 
relationships in the community. 
Please attend the weekly meeting if 
you are interested in volunteering or 
donating! Also, weekly garden clean-
up & fun, Saturdays at 10:00 AM at 
The Chiles Academy (old Bonner 
Elementary) in DB.

On Friday, April 6, several 
participants of Occupy Daytona 
accompanied the Dream Defenders 
as they marched through Daytona 
Beach.  The Dream Defenders, a 
group of students from several 
universities across Florida, made a 40 
mile trek from Daytona Beach to 
Sanford to demand justice for 
Trayvon Martin that started at Daisy 
Stocking Park on Friday, and ended 
with a protest at Sanford Police 
Department on Monday.  

Occupy Daytona held the “Trayvon 
Martin March for Justice” on the 
evening of Tuesday, April 10, in 
Daytona Beach. April 10 was the day 
that the grand jury was originally 
scheduled to convene for the case, 
before special prosecutor Angela 
Corey decided against using a grand 
jury. Despite the change, Occupy 
Daytona & friends still marched for 
Justice for Trayvon through 
Downtown, DB & the Bethune-
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Cookman University campus. The 
following day, the announcement 
came that George Zimmerman, 
Trayvon's killer, had been arrested 
and charged; Zimmerman has entered 
a plea of NOT GUILTY and was 
since released on bail on April 23, 
under law enforcement supervision 
via electronic monitoring device.

On Friday, April 13, Occupy 
Daytona, in solidarity with Occupy 
Wall Street & sister occupations 
around the country, held a 
'sleepful' protest on the sidewalk in 
front of 'Zombie' Bank of America 
on International Speedway Blvd., 
Daytona Beach. 'Zombie' Bank of 
America was chosen because it was 
'Friday the 13th' & BoA has been 
dead since 2008, yet still walks 
among us, only due to bail-outs & 
Federal Reserve loans (another bail-
out the people will pay through 
inflation). Occupy Daytona received 
mostly encouraging & positive 
responses from passers-by & bank 
customers, and they plan to hold 
more 'sleepful' protests at other 
locations in the near future.

On Wednesday, April 18, the 
Daytona Beach City Commission 
passed 4-3, the building of a zip-
line course through Tuscawilla 
Park. The zip-line OK comes as a 
disappointment to some, since 
Tuscawilla is a nature preserve that is 
a rare type of forest and home to 
many endangered species of flora & 
fauna. In addition to the exploitation 
of the preserve, some have concerns 
with the contractual agreement and 
the use of a donated public space by a 
private company.

On Thursday, April 19, the Volusia 
County Council voted 6-1 to create 
a Volusia County domestic 
partnership registry ordinance. The 
ordinance is expected to include 
powers for domestic partners such as, 
the right to make decisions for a 
partner's medical treatment & funeral 
& burial arrangements, the right to 
emergency notification, the right to 
visitation at health care & 
correctional facilities, & the right to 
participate in a partner's child's 
education. If the ordinance passes, it 
will cost about $50.00 for partners to 
register.

The first Daytona Beach Earth Day 
Festival was held Sunday April 22, 
2012, at The Chiles Academy. Occupy 
Daytona Beach, Daytona Beach Food 
Not Bombs, and many others had booths 
at this community event. The event was a 
great success & was fun & educational 
for all.

UPCOMING NATIONAL & 
INTERNATIONAL DAYS OF 
ACTION & SOLIDARITY:

April 25 – 1T – Day National Day of 
Action Against Student Debt – day 
that student loan debt in the U.S. will 
top $1 trillion
April 26 – 2 Month Anniversary of 
Trayvon Martin’s Death – RIP 
Trayvon

April 27 – Critical Mass Daytona 
Beach – Meet at City Island Library 
@ 6:00 PM, ride @ 6:30 PM.

April 28 – National March to Unite 
Against the War on Women

April 28 – We Are Women March, 
hosted by Occupy Daytona – Meet at 
the SE corner of International 
Speedway Blvd. & Beach St., 
Downtown, Daytona Beach, at 9:00 
AM. WOMEN'S RIGHTS ARE 
HUMAN RIGTHS!

May 1 – #M1GS – May Day World-
wide General Strike & International 
Worker’s Day

May 1 – Occupy Daytona Beach May 
Day General Strike (#M1GS) *No 
Work *No School *No Housework 
*No Shopping *No Buying *No 
Banking! A DAY OF ACTION, 
EDUCATION, FUN, & 
SOLIDARITY!
7:30 AM - Gather & rally at the SE 
corner of International Speedway 
Blvd. & Beach St.
8:30 AM - March to the banks, City 
Hall, then to the beach
11:00 AM - Occupy the Beach 
(Sunsplash Park)

May 12 – Occupy Tampa: Occupy 
Hillsborough River! A day of fun & 
frolicking, solidarity & activism, 
paddling through downtown Tampa. 
Bring your own watercraft or rent on 
site (1910 N. Ola Ave, Tampa, 12:00-
4:00 PM)

May 12 & 13 - Shine Circus Protest 
at UCF! Special Mother's Day protest 
for elephants! Hosted by Animal 
Rights Foundation of Florida - 11:30 
AM-4:30 PM at University of Central 
Florida (UCF) Arena, Orlando

July 1-7 – Annual National Rainbow 
Gathering 2012 – Somewhere 
Appalachian Mountains (TBA) Are 
you going?

….

The Occupied Daytona News 
Journal is a free, independent, 
underground, gorilla news 
publication that does not and will 
not have paid advertisements. The 
ODNJ will never censor it's writers 
and will always stand behind free 
speech and press. The ODNJ 
operates solely on donations of 
materials, money, and time. We 
always need paper, toner, and other 
supplies and help in distribution of 
the paper. If you would like to help 
support the ODNJ please contact us 
at: 
occupieddaytonanewsjournal@gmx.com
Thank you for your support!
-ODNJ
….


