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About the Occupied Daytona 
News Journal

The Occupied Daytona News 
Journal is a newspaper written 
and produced by an all 
volunteer staff consisting of 
some members of Occupy 
Daytona Beach.

Occupy Daytona Beach is a 
non-partisan movement, derived 
from and in solidarity with the 
Occupy Wall Street movement, 
we are dedicated to the 
necessary removal of 
overwhelming corporate 
influence from yours and our 
elected government.

The views expressed in The 
Occupied Daytona News 
Journal are the views of the 
individual writers and not the 
views of Occupy Daytona as a 
whole, unless noted otherwise; 
The ODNJ is not the “official” 
voice of Occupy Daytona or 
any other organization.. It is 
the mission of ODNJ to provide 
a voice to the voiceless, we are 
the 99%….

Send your comments, letters 
and/or article submissions to: 
occupieddaytonanewsjournal
@gmx.com

VOX POPULI

Trayvon Martin and 
Beyond: America’s 
Systemic Role in Injustice 
– Mar 28

By now just about everyone in this 
country has heard of the Trayvon 
Martin shooting. Gaps of logic and 
purposeful injustice have led to 
citizens calling for an investigation to 
not just into George Zimmerman but 
the Sanford police department entirely. 
The outrage is understandable and 
charges should be brought, but this 
article will delve deeper by asking 
fundamental questions of how and 
why this incident occurred? While 
most Americans recognize overt 
racism should be frowned upon and 
corrected, what most fail to realize is 
that racism and prejudice manifests in multiple forms. A larger, unspoken truism still 
dictates the culture, economy, and justice system that we live in. 
Due to Civil Rights activism for hundreds of years it has become socially incorrect,  
immoral,  and outside  public  discourse  to  be an  overt  racist.  Yelling  overtly  that 
Hispanics should not be paid as much as white males is now largely and rightfully 
disdained by Americans across the spectrum. Overt racism as defined by Professor 
Khyati Joshi states, “a public, conscious act intended to harm or damage a person or 
a group of people of another race specifically because of the race of the victimized 
person  or  group  of  people.”  While  this  has  been  significantly  tackled,  aversive 
racism still  thrives.  Fostered  by  America’s  norms,  inferences,  culture,  economic 
models, and applications of the law, adversive racism haunts a minority’s life from 
birth to death. This is not to say that overt racism is dead per-se but to note the 
transformation  and  transfer  of  it  into  more  ambiguous  arenas.  (“Beyond”  - 
CONTINUED ON Page 2)

Wearing A Hoodie Is Not A Crime - The Action for Trayvon Martin - March 30

On  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  March  26,  2012,  participants  of  Occupy  Daytona  Beach  gathered  on  the  corner  of 
International Speedway Boulevard and Beach Street with other local residents to show their support and rally for Trayvon 
Martin and his family.  Monday marked the one month anniversary of Trayvon's murder with no arrest and also the UN 
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.  The group began to form just after 4pm; attendees sported 
hoodies, some with Skittles and iced tea in hand.  Some made signs with "Justice For Trayvon Now" and "Injustice  
Anywhere is a Threat to Justice Everywhere", while others helped put the finishing touches on a "WE ARE TRAYVON 
MARTIN" banner and giant hoodie that must have been 10ft tall.  An occupier furnished his laptop for folks to sign the  
change.org/Trayvon petition that was started by Trayvon's parents; there were flyers with QR codes being passed around 
for those with smartphones to scan and sign the petition.  The goal was to help the petition reach 2,000,000 signatures, 
which was achieved quickly.

Around 5pm, the group mobilized to join the march that Bethune-Cookman University students organized for Trayvon.  
The reception from passers-by was supportive.  The People took the street as the march turned off of Ridgewood onto Dr.  
Mary McLeod Bethune Boulevard.  Drivers brought their cars to a crawl and honked and waved in solidarity; people  
came out of the shops and into the streets to film the march as it passed through North Midtown.  Morale and spirits were 
high as the two large groups converged and marched to the First  Baptist Church where the organization FAITH was  
holding its annual assembly.

The crowd of approximately 500 people of all ages flooded the street and parking lot behind the church.  The giant hoodie  
towered above, arms swaying in the breeze.  A group of students sang praises to God, which the crowd met with singing,  
cheers, and applause.  Some people made their way into the FAITH assembly on homelessness, education, and justice that  
was being held inside, while others continued to rally for Trayvon outside.  Inspirational words were given before what  
remained of the group marched back to the gathering point to rally and regroup with demonstrators yet to arrive.
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Once  back  at  ISB  and  Beach  Street, 
some took a break to get a bite to eat or 
rehydrate,  some  called  friends  and 
family to come down and join the rally. 
More  participants  began  to  arrive; 
several people had Trayvon shirts on to 
show their support, others carried signs. 
As  it  got  closer  to  the  time to march 
back  to  the  church  to  meet  up  with 
FAITH  participants  as  planned,  the 
crowd grew anxious.  At about 6:45pm, 
organizers  “mic-checked”  and 
explained  the  consensus  temperature-
check process in about thirty seconds. 
They  then  asked  if  the  crowd  would 
like  to  go  directly  to  the  church  or 
expand the route of the march, taking it 
up to City Hall. The crowd of a over a 
hundred  people  unanimously  decided 
through  the  empowering  process  of 
direct democracy to march to City Hall, 
then on to the church.

Marchers  headed  South  on  Beach 
Street,  crossed  Orange  Avenue,  and 
rallied briefly on the steps of the Fifth 
District Court of Appeals.  Momentum 
was  beginning  to  build  and  someone 
cried out,  "AIN'T NO POWER LIKE 
THE  POWER  OF  THE  PEOPLE, 
'CAUSE  THE  POWER  OF  THE 
PEOPLE DON'T STOP!"   The  chant 
caught on like wild fire, almost as if all 
present, in that instant, simultaneously 
realized  that  the  real  power  lies  with 
The People.  That chant turned quickly 
into  "WE-ARE-TRAYVON 
MARTIN!"  as  the  mass  of  people 
passed  a  small  bar  with  a  heckler 
outside;  the  crowd  moved  past  the 
heckler, most marchers were oblivious 
to  his  existence  as  a  result  of  the 
chanting  and  quick,  constant  flow  of 
the march.  

Before long the group was at the corner 
of  Orange  and  Ridgewood,  at  which 
time someone shouted,  "LET'S TAKE 
IT TO CITY HALL!"  Everyone made 
a  bee-line  to  the  front  steps  of  the 
building  and  then  began  to  rally 
beneath the American flag and the giant 
hoodie.  The atmosphere was electric; 
the  group's  energy  exploded  to  the 
highest  levels  of  the  evening.   The 
People's  demand  of  'Justice  for 
Trayvon!'  could  be  seen,  heard,  and 
felt.  The People danced, clapped, and 
cheered,  "HAIL  TRAYVON!...HAIL 
TRAYVON!...HAIL 
Zimmerman?...HELL  NO!!",  "NO 
JUSSSTICCE...NO  PEACE!"   The 
rally  continued  on  the  steps  of  City 
Hall  for  about  10  minutes  before 
mobilizing again and heading North on 
Ridgewood.  The march traveled next 
down  Ridgewood  Avenue,  from  City 
Hall  to  the  church  where  the  FAITH 
action  was  underway.  The  entire  way 
cars were stopping and honking horns, 
waving, and taking pictures and video. 

The  community  support  was 
completely phenomenal. 

As  the  march  approached  Dowling 
Court,  which  leads  into  the  back 
entrance  of  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
some  demonstrators  crossed  into  the 
street, cheering to passing cars.  After a 
brief,  yet  tense,  encounter  with  the 
DBPD,  the  march  headed  up  toward 
the church for a scheduled candlelight 
vigil at 8:30pm. The officers followed 
and  informed  a  few  of  the  rally's 
organizers that the pastor of the church 
did not want 'protesting' outside of the 
church,  but  since it  is  public property 
they  (the  police)  could  not  ask  the 
demonstrators  to  leave;  the  police 
however  did  not  want  the 
demonstrators  crossing  into  the  street 
again.   The  organizers  then  delivered 
the information to the crowd and asked 
all  present  if they wanted to stay and 
hold the vigil at the church or move to 
back to ISB and Beach Street  for the 
vigil.  With a quick temperature-check, 
consensus was reached to return to ISB 
and Beach.   The march was instantly 
back  'on'  and  heading  back  to  its 
starting  point.  The  cries  of  "NO 
JUSSSTICCE...NO  PEACE!"  were 
ringing through the air once again.

The group assembled one last time at 
the corner of ISB and Beach in front of 
the “Welcome to Daytona Beach” sign. 
Candles were lit and distributed.  There 
was another “mic-check” with a call for 
a speaker to come forth and say some 
inspirational  words  for  the  moment. 
Reverend  Martin  V.  Tooley  PhD 
stepped forward  and provided  for  the 
need.  A candlelight vigil with over 100 
present  was  held  around  8:30pm. 
Reverend  Tooley  said  many 
inspirational  words,  reminding  us  of 
our past and challenging us to make a 
better future.  A woman in the crowd 
stood up and spoke out as well, asking 
those  in  attendance  to  pray  for  the 
healing  of  those  who  hold  hatred  in 
their heart, like the man at the bar.  The 
vigil  closed with a moment of silence 
for Trayvon.

The  day's  events  for  Trayvon  in 
Daytona  Beach  were  amazing.   The 
People  came  from  miles  around  to 
unite and stand up for Trayvon and his 
family,  demanding  justice  for  his 
murder.  We will not rest until our cries 
are  heard  and  our  demands  are  met. 
Wearing  a  hoodie  is  not  a  crime! 
Justice  for  Trayvon now!   We are  all 
Trayvon Martin!  No justice, no peace!

-Selena Braden

(“Beyond”  -  CONTINUED  FROM 
Page 1)
For the purpose of clarity I will define 
racism as Doctors Feagin and Vera in 
1995 explained, "Racism is more than a 
matter of individual prejudice and 
scattered episodes of discrimination"; it 
involves a widely accepted racist 
ideology and the power to deny other 
racial groups the "dignity, 
opportunities, freedoms, and rewards" 
that are available to one's own group 
through "a socially organized set of 
ideas, attitudes, and practices." 
Adversive racism can be found in a 
multitude of areas in our daily lives. 
When a white male proclaims, “I refuse 
to allow my son to be taught English by 
that Hispanic teacher, he/she can’t even 
speak it themselves without an accent!” 
Another example in what is seen in a 
positive light would be, “That minority 
speaks so well! Clearly he is an 
outstanding citizen that we can all 
appreciate.” One final negative 
declaration would be saying something 
similar to, “Why do they wear their 
bottoms to low! Clearly they are up to 
no good and if I have to hear there loud 
music that makes no sense what so ever 
I’m going to lose it!”
To the aversive racist these are 
personally reasonable points. Unlike 
the overt racist who publicly declares 
their hatred for another group, the 
aversive racist actually sees themselves 
as a fighter for egalitarian values. You 
will find the aversive racist 
condemning his vocal counterpart in 
ways that seem genuine to the fight for 
equality. What makes the aversive 
racist is the subtlety, the type of 
quotations listed above without critical 
analysis looks perfect legitimate to the 
avert racist. This is because for this 
particular person, their reactions are 
neurologically automatic responses 
which develop from the prenatal stage 
into adolescent years. Unfortunately for 
minorities, socialization of the brain is 
riddled with logical fallacies and 
cognitive biases.
While logical fallacies and cognitive 
biases are not innately more common in 
white males, due to our economic 
system, justice system, and norms, as 
defined by the predominate power 
ethnicity white males, the effects of 
these fallacies and biases 
disproportionately harm minorities. 
What a white male means when they 
criticize a particular Hispanics accent 
is, if you do not speak in our accent you 
are unacceptable. Anyone who has ever 
had the pleasure of leaving their house 
would recognize there are countless 
accents of Americans, none of which 
are correct. The purpose of statement 
however is not to make a historical 
statement about the alterations of the 
English language in America since 
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colonists sailed over, it is to infer that 
our style of speaking, like a white male, 
is correct and therefore superior. 
In what is seen as a compliment by 
many white males to minorities who in 
their opinion who speak well, is 
actually inferring that this individual 
speaks in a way that is similar to my 
group, that group of course being white 
males. Finally when law makers push 
for legislation that targets those who 
wear jeans or shorts too low, they are 
creating systemic suspicion of those 
who dress like a certain group, that 
group of course being African 
Americans and Hispanics. Sadly for the 
young white kids who dress like them, 
they have been coerced and are told to 
“stop acting black”, as if there was a 
black way to act. When supposed 
photos of Trayvon leaked, they were 
fake, of him wearing a baggy jeans 
defendants instantly hung the mission 
accomplished sign as a case and point 
of why he was the aggressor. I mean 
look at him he dresses so nonwhite, 
think of dangerous he represents! These 
unconscious biases are fostered by a 
cocktail of systemic racism in our 
justice system and our economic 
system.
“More African American men are in 
prison or jail, on probation or parole 
than were enslaved in 1850, before the 
Civil War began,” writes Michelle 
Alexander author of The New Jim 
Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of 
Colorblindness. This staggering 
statistic is only made more revealing by 
the fact that historical crime rates are at 
all-time lows. Due to the continuation 
of our failed, or successful from the 
prison industrial complex’s perspective, 
war on drugs, minorities, especially 
black males, have been targeted at 
disproportionate rates for enforcement. 
Policies such as stop and frisk in New 
York paint a clear picture of racism. A 
system based on subjective evidence, 
600,000 people were stopped randomly 
and frisked by police officers. Of those 
600,000 randomly groped individuals, 
90 percent were Hispanic and African 
American. Overall in less than 15 
percent of those cases was there any 
kind of suspect description involved.
Today almost 10 percent of young 
African American men are behind bars. 
Overall African-Americans only make 
up about 12 percent of the U.S. 
population - and about 44 percent of 
America's prison inmates according to 
Census numbers. This is in spite of the 
fact that study after study reveals that 
African Americans and White 
Americans use drugs at essentially the 
same rate, some revealing white males 
actually use more, and sell at the same 
rate. Why then would one race be so 
disproportionately represented in jail 
despite equality of violations of a law? 

Law enforcers primarily look for drug 
possession or drug trade in minority 
neighborhoods and bars while ignoring 
upper socioeconomic locations. 
According to Human Rights Watch, 
African Americans were arrested as 
much as five-and-a-half times as whites 
on drug charges every year for the past 
three decades. The trend dates back to 
the ’80s, the earliest date with complete 
data. This selective enforcement is 
indicative of structural racism which 
breeds adversive racism. A 
presumption of stereotypical guilt is 
applied to minorities despite facts 
presented otherwise. When a minority 
is walking towards you do you think, 
“Danger”? Unfortunately many 
Americans do and they often use 
criminal statistics to back up their 
concerns.
While some laws on the books are 
applied disproportionately to 
minorities, others such as crack cocaine 
provide the gateway for harsher 
sentences. While most white 
Americans use the powdered form, the 
rock form is predominately used by 
African Americans. While no 
neurologically or physiological 
differences exist, the version of the 
drug used by African Americans is 
more strictly enforced and punished 
heavy handedly. Democracy Now 
reports:
 The Senate has approved a measure 
that would reduce the disparity in 
sentencing for possession of crack and 
powder cocaine. Under current laws, 
individuals convicted of crack cocaine 
possession are given the same 
mandatory sentence as someone with 
100 times more powder cocaine. The 
Senate measure would reduce that ratio 
to eighteen to one. Drug reform 
advocates have called for the disparity 
to be completely eliminated.
While reform has been accomplished, 
the fact that a ratio of 100:1 was 
enforced systemically, despite no real 
difference aside the people that use 
them, shows a clear racial profiling by 
our justice system. Not only does our 
justice system decide who to enforce 
laws based on no facts, punish those 
who are caught violating the law at 
disproportionate rates, but it also 
decides who lives and dies based on 
nothing but race.
Since 1973, over 130 people have been 
released from death rows throughout 
the country due to evidence of their 
wrongful convictions according to 
Amnesty International.  In a 1990 
report, the non-partisan U.S. General 
Accounting Office found "a pattern of 
evidence indicating racial disparities in 
the charging, sentencing, and 
imposition of the death penalty” and 
that “the single most reliable predictor 
of whether someone will be sentenced 

to death is the race of the victim.”
Following up on that report in 2007 a 
study of death sentences in Connecticut 
conducted by Yale University School of 
Law revealed that African-American 
defendants receive the death penalty at 
three times the rate of white defendants 
in cases where the victims are white. In 
addition, killers of white victims are 
treated more severely than people who 
kill minorities, when it comes to 
deciding what charges to bring. Overall 
in 2011 the United States ranked 5th in 
the world following the picture of 
democratic states; China, Iran, North 
Korea, and Saudi Arabia. 
Looking at these statistics alone one 
would presume African Americans 
commit crimes at a higher rate. The 
socialization of the adversive racist is 
surrounded by confirmation bias and 
educated by structural racism. It allows 
the adverse racist’s automatic processes 
to go unchallenged; in fact it is 
solidified continuously.  Defendants of 
Zimmerman in the media aid to the 
biases and cultural racism. They now 
point to the fact that Trayvon was 
suspended from school after traces of 
marijuana were found in his book bag. 
This character assassination of Trayvon 
infers that this young minority male 
was smoking weed, and wearing baggy 
pants causing trouble everywhere he 
went. Just another thug life criminal! 
Defenses of Zimmerman using those 
terms are showered in aversive racism. 
These are the type of thought processes 
that adversive racists spend their lives 
in. Why would a young black kid 
wearing those types of clothes be 
walking here? If he lived here he would 
dress like me and for that matter he’d 
drive over in his Mercedes! These 
thoughts, like those I mentioned earlier, 
represent an inherent suspicion in an 
out group if they do not behave or dress 
in a bourgeoisie fashion. As soon by the 
911 calls released, George Zimmerman 
had a record for assuming the worst 
even if he never publicly declared his 
hatred for a race.
Economically the story is same. What 
is characterized as the free market is 
often summed up by a market where 
freedom of racism can be exercised. 
Doctors Ayres, Banaji, and Jolls in 2011 
studied the effects of subtle racism, 
adversive racism, in the market place. 
The methodology and results are 
summarized in the Washington Post:
The researchers first purchased cards 
for modest amounts on eBay (roughly 
$3 to $8), then resold them, varying the 
color of the hand that held the card up 
to the camera. The low price minimized 
the chance buyers would be 
(legitimately) worried about fraud. The 
sellers had neutral seller i.d.’s 
consisting of initials and digits, and 
their eBay history either showed no 
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past auctions or a small number that 
turned out well.
The average difference between the 
two groups of cards was about 90 
cents, or 20 percent. The negative 
effect increased when a black player 
appeared on a card held by a black 
hand, and when the buyer came from a 
“whiter” zip code.
The result, the researchers said, was 
unlikely to be rooted in racial animus, 
but rather had to do with “implicit” 
racism, or the possibly-unconscious 
association of African Americans with 
undesirable traits. EBay was a fruitful 
place to study the effects of this kind of 
racism on economic transactions, they 
said, because the situation was so 
tightly controllable: Just about the only 
variable was that glimpse of a bit of 
white or black skin.
These results can be expanded to a 
larger level in all aspects of our 
economy. Studies have shown that 
resumes that contain names which are 
non-traditional nonwhite type names 
will be less likely to be called back in 
the hiring process. What is inferred is 
that this name is nonwhite, which are 
the accepted norm and the correct way 
to behave. Other names, dresses, or life 
styles are not accepted. A thought 
process such as that can lead to deadly 
assumptions, as what occurred in the 
Trayvon Martin case or wrongful 
convictions such as Oscar Grant, who 
was sentenced to death based on no 
physical evidence tying him to the 
crime.
Not only do minorities suffer when 
attempting to purchase goods due to 
implicit or adversive racism, they are 
paid far less than white males. 
According to Terry O’Neill of Wow, 
“Well, it’s because women are paid 
only 77 cents to the dollar on average, 
the gender wage gap. But for women of 
color, there is a race-based, as well as a 
gender-based, wage gap. So African-
American women are being paid just 
69 cents on the dollar and Latinas just 
59 cents on the dollar.” For minority 
women they are forced to carry the 
brunt of racism and sexism in their 
daily activities. 
What is possibly sadder than that 
blatantly structural racism is the type of 
punishment handed out to minority 
youth within on school system; like 
that of the drug enforcement, expulsion 
and suspension of minority children far 
outweigh that of white children. 
According to the Department of 
Education lack students constituted 
only 18 percent of those enrolled in 
sample schools, but accounted for 39 
percent of all school expulsions. Black 
students were three-and-a-half times as 
likely overall to be suspended or 
expelled than white students. School 
reports also showed that more than 70 

percent of students involved in school-
related arrests or referred to local law 
enforcement were black or Latino.
Could this be an effort by adversive 
racists to discipline ethnicities who in 
their eyes are prone to act up? Why 
would one group of students get one 
treatment and another receive 
something different? The only 
possibility, if the offense is the same, is 
you feel that one type of group must be 
dealt with more severally or only 
respond to a certain type of 
punishment. Young whites are more 
likely to be given a second chance or 
seen as just making a mistake, while 
young minorities are seen as acting on 
some innate sense that has to be 
combated against or risk devastating 
results in the future. This is the type of 
adversive racism that a child 
recognizes early on, it doesn’t take 
long in a culture of constant 
comparison of each other as is in the 
case in grammar school, to notice why 
and when someone is being treated 
different. Yes from the first day of 
school we teach minorities that they are 
somehow inferior.  
In order to remedy these injustices and 
progress towards a path where 
minorities will have an environment 
which emphases creativity, prosperity, 
and happiness, adversive racism must 
be combatted against. Minorities are 
forced to overcome countless economic 
and law enforcement injustice. This 
type of environment instead fosters a 
culture of adversive racism where all 
those cultures not specifically 
mimicked after the 1 percent in this 
country, white bourgeois males, are 
cast in a shadow of guilt until proven 
innocence. 
What little injustices I have identified 
here are nothing more than the tip of 
the iceberg. Organizations such as 
ALEC draft legislation for looser gun 
control, drug laws, and privatized 
prison laws all of which target 
minorities disproportionately. At the 
same time, states work to take away 
voting rights for those who are 
currently in prison or have committed a 
felony. A felony of course defined by 
ALEC, as having a certain amount of 
drug which as you have seen, is 
specifically targeted to minorities. At 
the same time similar groups push for 
legislation to make voting more 
inaccessible in low socioeconomic 
neighborhoods. 
To begin to address any of these issues 
we must first critically analyze 
ourselves, and then ask for solutions 
from the minority’s community. It is 
not up to us to tell a certain group what 
should be the solution to correct their 
woes. As you have seen, we often act 
of our own self-interest rather than 
looking to make that community self-

sustainable. Until we can overcome our 
own self-serving arrogance as a people, 
ignorance will prevail, and Trayvon 
Martin will be just another minority 
who is a victim to amoral system of 
profit and greed. 
This is where the Occupy movement 
comes in. The Occupy movement itself 
is a laboratory of direct democracy and 
self-determination. Systemic alterations 
and critical analysis of all fields is what 
made Occupy catch on so quickly and 
attract such unique demographics. 
While some movements will hold a one 
day rally for racial justice, Occupy 
looks for immediate solutions as well 
as systemic change that will prevent 
future tragedies. Solutions from within 
the community are the only causational 
repairing mechanisms possible for such 
a monumental feat but if Occupy has 
taught us anything it’s that, with the 
right amount of education, energy, and 
effort, we can change the 
unchangeable.  

-Daniel Fisher

The Obama Phenomenon – Mar 28

In 2008 America elected its first black 
president with a prominent underlining 
theme of “Change” and “Hope”. These 
words were chiseled into the brains of 
all Americans during Obama’s 
revolutionary campaign. However his 
campaign was not revolutionary in a 
sense of what it accomplished, it was 
revolutionary in a sense that anyone 
looking to run for president will 
probably adopt its successful 
guidelines. Guidelines that consisted of 
hammering hundreds of never to be 
done promises into optimistic rhetoric 
that Martin Luther King Jr. himself 
would appreciate. This wasn’t a new 
campaign strategy by any means; 
however in order for people to believe 
the promises of any man they must trust 
him. Trust was hard to develop amongst 
a nation of people who felt completely 
disenfranchised by the previous 
administration. The way the Obama 
campaign established trust is the quality 
that made it truly revolutionary. 

Establishing trust through a television 
set is a challenging feat that can only be 
accomplished by humanizing a 
presidential candidate and creating a 
person that is easy to relate to. Stories 
of Obama’s rags to riches life found a 
niche in the quest to make him look 
human. People saw a man who 
represented an idea of hope and 
opportunity instead of another rich 
narcissistic politician. The problem 
with glorifying a human to higher 
standards than other men is that it gives 
that glorified being a sense of 
superiority. Obama became superior to 
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criticism in the eyes of those who 
became fanatics of his campaign 
persona. People began to believe his 
words simply because of his name 
instead of digging deeper into the 
sources of his campaign funding or 
taking the time to review his voting 
record. These simple tasks could have 
helped avoid the fooling of Americans 
into another counter-effective 
administration.

Yes I said it; Americans have been 
duped by another politician. This time 
he isn’t old and white, he’s young and 
black. That basically quantifies all the 
differences between Obama’s 
administration and its predecessors. 
Never ending wars in the middle east, 
the depletion of the dollar, the passage 
of laws that defecate on the bill of 
rights….All of this and more were 
continued if not bolstered by Obama’s 
administration thus far. Yet there still 
remains a group of Americans who 
would never dare question his 
greatness. These people can be 
correlated to the group of Americans’ 
who supported Bush for a second term. 
These people aren’t aware of laws like 
NDAA and H.R 347, they aren’t aware 
of bombings in Somalia and Pakistan, 
they aren’t aware of our collapsing 
market hanging onto the illusion of a 
dollar with value, and most of all these 
Americans are not aware of their lack 
of awareness. 

The power of ethos has disillusioned 
us. We have become infatuated with the 
Obama’s campaign persona to the point 
that people accept everything he 
proposes from unconstitutional 
executive orders to undeclared wars. 
Those who are aware of these 
propositions and still choose to support 
him lay all of their hopes upon a naïve 
notion that Obama would never abuse 
the powers designated to him. Why 
should we trust a government funded 
by special interests? Why should we 
support a man who has turned against 
every promise he’s made? Why do we 
continue to try and justify his actions 
simply because of the rhetoric he uses? 
Why can’t we see that rhetoric is a tool 
of persuasion that should always be 
examined through a skeptical 
perspective? Why have we let 
ourselves become a product of The 
Obama Phenomenon?

-Yosef Shelbayah

Class War In The Sunshine State 
Continues Part Two: Updates From 
The Front Line - Mar 12

In the previous article I stated that there 
was a new line in the sand when the 

line has been in the sand, it is just 
getting deeper and wider every day at 
the hands of the mega-corps. They 
spend millions constantly to weaken 
what little “protection” our laws offer. 

Florida has inherited weak labor laws 
relics from the slave days of the south. 
To put it simply, the laws offer little 
protection for workers, while there’s 
even less enforcement and unions are 
sparse. We have a war on drugs, cops 
on every corner giving tickets for 
minor traffic violations, but we can’t 
enforce labor laws, stop employers 
from stealing from their employees, or 
enforce wage laws. 

In most service industry related jobs, 
the employee signs a contract stating 
that they are not in a union and will not 
join or start a union. The worker 
usually signs away many other rights. 
Florida is a “right to work” state which 
actually means “right to work for 
someone and get fired at will with little 
to zero recourse available”. Many 
restaurant workers work 8 to 12 hour 
shifts with short breaks only if you 
smoke cigarettes. Servers are often 
worked long before and after their shift 
doing “side work” for the employer; in 
the end they frequently end up making 
below minimum wage. In many service 
jobs employees are worked overtime or 
off the clock without proper 
compensation. 

As the class war wages on, Occupy 
Daytona continues to fight back! As of 
On Friday March 2, 2012, SB2106 was 
still out there. OSI Restaurant Partners 
Inc. and the Florida Restaurant and 
Lodging Association were standing 
behind a bill that proposes to steal over 
$5,000.00 off of the table of a full-time 
server through undermining the people 
and lowering minimum wage for tipped 
staff back to $2.13, a 54% cut! 

As stated in “Class Ware In The 
Sunshine State”, In 2004, 72% of the 
Florida voters approved a 
Constitutional Amendment, Article X 
Sec 24, that established a tipped 
minimum wage. It also established 
annual increases for cost of living and 
forbids the legislature from weakening 
the minimum wage. This SB2106 bill 
was an underhanded attack on the 
working class and the 99%. 

On Friday March 2, 2012, members of 
Occupy Daytona visited a restaurant on 
a “peace keeping mission”. We spoke 
with the manager of the big chain 
restaurant about SB2106 and advised 
of our stance on the bill. We politely 
asked that he stand against SB2106 and 

ask his superiors to stand with us on the 
side of the people. We also informed 
the manager of our direct actions we 
were taking at OSI chains and provided 
him with a fresh copy of The Occupied 
Daytona News Journal and some of our 
info-stats sheets we are giving during 
our direct actions. He received the 
message well and will be passing the 
message up the chain. The mission 
went very well. 

After our “peace keeping mission”, and 
with our current numbers smaller than 
usual, we only had five total this 
evening, we moved on to a covert 
guerilla direct action next door at the 
Bonefish Grill on A1A. We got our 
name, “Zinn party of five”, on the 35 
minute wait and once the time was right 
began a stealthy dinner service 
in(fo)sertion, delivering info-sheets to 
every table. We hit every table and had 
a few great conversations before being 
asked to leave. 

Saturday March 3, 2012, we held our 
normal Saturday General Assembly 
were we approved to stand as Occupy 
Daytona on International Speedway 
Blvd. In front of Outback Steakhouse 
from 6pm – 9pm and hold signs 
protesting the OSI greed chain. We 
rallied Both before and after the G.A. 
for several hours with signs and handed 
out the ODNJ and info-sheets regarding 
SB2106. Then about ten of us went to 
the Outback in Ormond Beach on 
Grenada beach-side. We got put on the 
wait, “Chomsky party of ten” and 
waited until the time was right. Then 
we struck with another stealthy dinner 
service in(fo)sertion. While the 
manager, who was is totally fooled by 
the misleading wording in this bill, 
diverted one of our members outside… 
The other nine saturated the tables with 
info-sheets. We wrapped up the action 
with a mic check: 

“MIC CHECK, 

THE PEOPLES WAGES ARE UNDER 
ATTACK, 

OCCUPY DAYTONA FIGHTS 
BACK!’ 

Taking advantage of employees and 
breaking federal labor laws is nothing 
new to OSI Restaurant Partners. A U.S. 
District Court in Minnesota approved a 
$1.25 million settlement between OSI 
Restaurant Partners LLC, parent of the 
Outback Steakhouse chain, and about 
1,200 Outback Steakhouse servers in 
Minnesota for unlawful tip pooling. It 
would make sense that OSI is now 
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fighting to change the laws we have 
written to benefit their bank accounts. 

On Tuesday March 6, 2012, after 
weeks of the Occupy communities of 
Florida united in a coordinated counter 
attack on OSI Restaurants and 
supporters of SB2106, the bill has died 
in office! It took us all standing up and 
knocking the masters off of our backs. 
In Occupy Daytona we Mic-checked 
relentlessly, invading dinner service on 
the weekends while handing out potent 
quarter page fliers with all the dirty 
facts. According to the Orlando 
Sentinel “The Florida Restaurant and 
Lodging Association, which had 
proposed it, acknowledged Tuesday 
that it has given up this year.” This is 
good because we were prepared to 
continue indefinitely and step up the 
level of actions. We have a small 
victory for the working class people 
and the 99%, however the war is far 
from over. 

We will stand tall and give a voice to 
those who can not speak up for fear of 
losing their job and source of income. 
There is no end to the greed of the 
corporations in our world today. They 
will stop at nothing to increase the 
bottom line profits and line their 
overflowing pockets with more and 
more money. If this means cutting jobs 
and pushing the load to other 
employees… Well hey, it is a tough job 
market out there right? If a person 
hoarded newspapers or any other item 
to the level of excess these greedy evil 
gluttonous do they would be in a 
mental institution, instead we put them 
on the cover of Fortune 500 and hail 
them as idols. There is no end to the 
measures greedy corporations will take 
to make a buck! 

Another dangerous bill lies in Florida 
legislature that could undermine local 
government sovereignty and a local 
wage theft ordinance in place in 
Miami-Dade that has already helped 
many recover over $400,000.00 in 
stolen wages. SB 862 and HB 609 
make it illegal for local governments to 
pass any ordinances similar to what 
Miami-Dade have now and effectively 
voiding the current ordinance in effect 
in Miami-Dade. The corporate pigs see 
a clear threat and are trying to 
assassinate the threat before it spreads 
and holds them accountable for their 
unethical practices. 

In Florida, an estimated $60-90 million 
is stolen from paychecks and wage 
theft disproportionately impacts lower 
wage workers. The Florida Retail 
Federation (FRF) is the big name 

behind SB 862 and HB 609 but who is 
the FRF. The FRF is a slimey 
organization that fights on behalf of the 
interests of non-living corporations or 
the retail industry in Florida and works 
against the working labor force that 
supports not only the retail industry but 
the community, state, and country. The 
Executive Committee Members of the 
FRF are: Macy’s, Beall’s, S&J Sports, 
PlayItAgainSports, The Salon 
People/Aveda, Dillard’s, Nic’s Toggery, 
Ron Jon Surf Shop, Walmart Stores, 
Publix Super Markets. Other FRF 
Board Members are: Albertson’s, Auto 
Zone, Badcock, Best Buy, Chico’s, 
CVS, Walgreen, Dollar General, Sears, 
Hardock, Kash n’ Karry, Kia 
AutoSport, Office Depot, Petsmart, 
Rally Stores, Target, Home Depot. 

What can you do? Start by signing this 
petition: 
http://www.change.org/petitions/macy-
s-stop-supporting-wage-theft. You can 
also call your local house and senate 
representative and express your disgust 
and ask them to stand against this bill. 
You can take action by calling the 
retailers themselves and express your 
anger, ask them to change their stance 
and publicly oppose the bills. Perhaps 
you could boycott the retail stores. You 
can also join us anytime at our actions 
and hold signs protesting the greed. 
The biggest thing we can all do is talk 
about this and educate everyone we can 
about this and other important topics, 
we must have a new dialogue focused 
on mutual benefit and putting people 
before profit always. 

Unfortunately, the few issues addressed 
here are just the tip of the iceberg, our 
wages, our life and freedom has been 
under attack for a long time. This 
problem is systemic and ultimately we 
all must wake up and realize the 
current system is flawed and must be 
disassembled. We must say it out loud 
in public. We must discuss the inherent 
greed capitalism bears and it’s effects 
on our lives, our health, our 
environment, and our government. 

Companies will stop at nothing to 
increase the profits year after year. This 
linear system of capitalism 
mathematically can not continue, this is 
not an opinion, this is a scientific, 
mathematical fact. “Free market” is a 
farce that depends on victimization of 
people and commodification of every 
aspect of our lives. From the water we 
drink to the fruit we eat, from the 
cloths we wear to the children we bear, 
everything fits in to a marketable, sell-
able commodity. We currently serve 
our economy and the opulent blindly 
with little question and sacrifice our 

health, our live, the precious earth that 
birthed us. The economy and 
businesses should serve the people and 
the earth we all depend on to survive, 
endless profit should not be on the list. 

We must start by changing our ways 
and stop buying goods and services 
from big box retailers. Local businesses 
do not need the linear exponential 
growth to survive and a much higher 
percentage of money spent in local 
businesses stays in local businesses. We 
can further the cause by learning new 
skills and trades and becoming more 
self sufficient. We can start a garden or 
join in a community garden. We can 
barter with goods and/or services rather 
than giving our money to companies 
that take advantage of employees. We 
can fix and service our equipment 
rather than replace items and goods. 

We can have a world of community and 
mutual benefit, or a world of cheap 
goods produced by cheap slave labor at 
the cost of millions of our brothers and 
sisters lives. We must be the catalyst for 
change. 

(UPDATE:Both bills have died for this  
session due to lack of support. The  
battle is won but not the war. They will  
continue to attack the peoples wages in  
the class ware they are waging. We 
must continue to fight back.)

-Maximus Scribus ,

An occupier, a scholar, & a 
revolutionary

The Bipartisan Dream - Mar 28

The argument for bipartisanship is an 
blissfully ignorant dream, not a reality. 
At a time when our blatantly bias 
Supreme Court is judging the 
Affordable Care Act, equality is still an 
issue of debate, rather than a guarantee 
in this, the "freeest nation on the 
planet"; at a time when women's 
healthcare is made into a national 
controversy, by the very people who 
claim the virtues of "small 
government", bipartisanship does not 
exist. 

While most people may agree that 
bipartisan leadership is a must for 
progress and reform, those who exploit 
the term "bipartisanship" the most are 
the very people responsible for it's 
impossibility. 

There are many issues where both sides 
of the aisle seem to come together, the 
main one of course being our military 
addiction. While both sides complain 
that the other is weak or out of touch, 
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they ignore the fact that both 
Republican and Democratic 
administrations have taken virtually 
identical strategies; however ineffective 
they may be. 

Aside from that main common ground 
between the two main parties in power, 
one would be hard pressed to find 
another. Gay marriage, equal pay, 
reproductive rights, healthcare reform, 
green energy, etc., these may all be 
topical, important issues to work 
through, and it would be ideal to have 
our two major parties work together. 
However, the fact that those very 
parties are ideologically different, 
makes that impossible. 

The reason a person registers to vote as 
a Democrat or Republican is because 
they feel so strongly on those very 
issues mentioned, that they can't 
possibly be a part of the other. This is 
possibly more true among politicians 
than everyday citizens, and yet we 
expect them to work together to reach a 
meaningful solution? That's just not 
possible. 

Never will we see a Republican, for 
instance, go along with a marriage 
equality bill because of some 
convincing argument from a Democrat, 
because like so many other issues, they 
are Republican because they feel so 
strongly on the issue already, that they 
can't possibly join the other side. 

It's not to say that either side is wrong 
or bad for feeling so strongly on an 
issue. We need, if we're going to 
change their point of view, as a country 
to get to a point where the voice of the 
people is stronger than the voice of 
those who pay politicians to agree with 
them. 

Until we have solid, substantial 
electoral reform, bipartisanship will not 
be more than a word. Getting corporate 
money completely out of politics is one 
way, along with more strict term limits. 
One suggestion on term limits would 
be for all elected officials to be bound 
to serve only one, six year term, and no 
more. This would guarantee that 
pressure to lead and be more 
cooperative would be a priority for 
success, rather than the perpetual 
election cycle we find ourselves in 
now; and, not to beat this subject to 
death, but giving the people the 
authority to choose Supreme Court 
justices, the way we do local judges, 
and holding them to those same term 
limits would guarantee a court which 
respects the people's wishes, rather than 
the other way around. 

These are just a few ways though, to 
put bipartisanship into action. The 
unfortunate side of this of course, is the 
fact that in order to accomplish those 
bold, important changes, we would 
need to have some level of bipartisan 
leadership already in place. So until 
then, bipartisanship will remain a 
blissfully ignorant dream. 

-Gary Siconolfi, Jr.

An Illusion of Democracy – Mar 28

America is the greatest country in the 
world.  I will stand by this statement 
till the day I die. America has given me 
everything I need and more. It created 
this opportunity for me to communicate 
my ideas to any audience that will 
stand to hear them. It created an 
environment in which I could learn and 
develop into my greatest potential. This 
article is not a systematic bashing of 
our country, it is an attempt to re-affirm 
America’s greatness and protect its 
future. A patriot is not a man who 
waves a flag blindly; a patriot is a man 
willing to stand for his country by 
remaining critical of his elected 
representatives. The founding fathers 
of this nation set guidelines for us by 
drafting the constitution. Its divine 
purpose was to ensure personal 
liberties and limit the centralization of 
power. Today our nation’s leaders have 
structurally diminished the message of 
our constitution by consistently 
ignoring its wisdom. Messages of 
peace, economic prosperity, and social 
development predicated upon the 
morality of freedom have become 
obsolete in modern day politics. Our 
representatives no longer represent us, 
instead they represent themselves.

Our democratic system contains two 
parties that continue to bolster our 
inefficiencies by supporting the same 
policies from welfare to war. These 
parties only act to be different by 
bickering about minuscule social 
policies that the federal government 
doesn’t even have constitutional power 
over. We forgot who we are. We forgot 
about the struggles our country had to 
endure to become a sovereign nation. 
Our people are now pigeon-holed into 
choosing which head of a poisonous 
two-headed snake they want to be 
bitten by. Those who represent an 
opposing idea to this devious snake is 
deemed crazy or delusional. Though 
our country allows third party 
development, the Republi-Crats have 
monopolized the political system ever 
since the late 1800’s. The only 
difference that remains between these 
politicians is which style of rhetoric 
they choose to spew their lies through. 

These are the lies that created bi-
partisan efforts to place our soldiers in 
countries that pose no threat. The same 
lies that inspired cooperation in the 
destruction of the free-market. The 
same lies that proliferate fear 
mongering and sloppy propaganda.

Many people ask how can our political 
leaders be so openly corrupt without 
having any repercussions. Wouldn’t we 
hear about the inefficient policies our 
elected leaders support on the news? 
Unfortunately the media no longer 
works to unveil corrupt politicians; 
instead it works vehemently to cover up 
the skeletons in their closet. The media 
plays an intricate role in maintaining 
the status-quo. Political ties with the 
same corporations that own the souls of 
our representatives control every 
headline we see. The media has become 
an inadvertent 4th branch of the 
government by advocating policies 
crafted by lobbies and vetted by 
congressmen. Everywhere we turn we 
hear news about how distant third 
world countries without an air force or 
navy can magically pose a threat to our 
nation. We hear news about how we 
must throw tax money at corporations 
because god forbid they actually pay 
the price for making mal-investments 
that any middle class American citizen 
would have to pay for. The media has 
only made our problems worse by 
perpetuating flawed ideals that 
contradict the guidelines set by our 
constitution. 

Fortunately there is an exponentially 
growing group of Americans who are 
becoming aware to the propped up 
illusion of democracy. There is a silver 
lining in the clouds of corruption that 
shroud Washington. There are 
consequences for all actions whether 
it’s a senator or a plumber.  The idea of 
freedom will prevail even if only it has 
one vessel of distribution through social 
networking. Those who steal from us 
will pay for their crimes one way or 
another. In an age of information the 
establishment has arrogantly 
maintained lies without factoring in the 
power of the people. The blatant 
destruction of liberties can only go for 
so long without disturbing apathy. This 
is the transformation that is occurring 
in our country; those who were once 
apathetic have become agitated. I can 
only hope that this anger is focused into 
a movement that thrives upon the ideas 
of our constitution. Until then I can 
only wait and observe our nation on the 
brink of an intellectual re-birth.

 -Yosef Shelbayah
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You cant see me through your police 
state cameras – Mar 28

You cant see me through your police 
state cameras

face concealed behind a wrapped black 
bandanna

so you cant see me through your police 
state cameras

expected to give our lives for them in a 
split second instance

yet the class war they wage is so damn 
persistent

we are raised in a box and expected to 
remain within it

they wont let us out not even for a 
minute

we will fight long after the sunset, we 
are in it to win it

we must disassemble the machine the 
only ways from within it

the day to day life  we lead is in in a 
prison nation

look around at all our people locked in 
incarceration

simmer on that for a bit of 
contemplation

face concealed behind a wrapped black 
bandanna

so you cant see me through your police 
state cameras

I sling prepositions, nouns, and verbs

in hopes you receive the message 
behind the words

the food supply is tainted with 
genetically modified poison

they want us to starve and die off 
thought attrition

the end times are here, Armageddon 
comes to fruition

as the last songs are played no one can 
help but listen

ready for an end to the hell he are 
forced to living

face concealed behind a wrapped black 
bandanna

so you cant see me through your police 
state cameras

i'm being stalked and monitored by the 
federal government

the long arm of uncle sam has me 
under it

there is no longer any time for 
procrastination

the feds passed bills making it legal for 
citizen assassination

the air is sick full of poisons and 
pollution

it's time to kick off the long over due 
revolution

in the world today you ain't shit but 
another commodity

its the world your born in but not the 
way its gotta be

face concealed behind a wrapped black 
bandanna

so you cant see me through your police 
state cameras

you cant see me through your police 
state cameras

you cant see me through your police 
state cameras

-Maximus Scribus 

Differing Dissent: Physicians for a 
Single Payer System – Mar 28

Monday began a historical session for 
the Supreme Court. Called into the 
question was the legality of the 
Affordable Care Act, or as others call 
it, Obamacare. What is at the forefront 
of this discussion is the idea of 
mandated coverage by the federal 
government. The media has been 
fascinated with the hearings but has 
exclusively focused on the battle 
between Democrats and Republicans. 
On one side are the Republicans. This 
short term memory disease ridden party 
cannot seem to recall, or don’t care, it 
was themselves that pushed for 
individual mandates in the 1990s as an 
alternative to the Clinton plan. The 
Heritage Foundation expressly fought 
for it as well as every Republican 
figure at the time, and kept that 
platform until the election of Obama. 
In fact, Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Foundation wrote the original 
framework for Massachusetts. 
Unfortunately for suckers such as 
Romney, he was unable to realize that 
the political platform continuously 
shifts to the right, therefore to pass any 
landmark legislation in your state 

would be completely foolish if you 
have plans to run for president in the 
GOP. Luckily for him he has billions of 
dollars, raised by passing deals such as 
Romneycare, to remedy that situation 
so maybe it wasn’t a mistake after all. 
The opponents of the GOP are the zero 
principled Democrats. They are willing 
to adopt any position President Obama 
expresses support for even if they spent 
the previous 8 out of 10 years 
pretending to fight against it when 
Bush was in office. Unfortunately their 
followers seem to struggle to grasp this 
concept and are apparently willing to 
shift 80 percent of their platform every 
decade or so. In some cases every 8 
months such as when every Democratic 
supporter forgot that President Obama 
promised to include a public option in 
the legislation, to only secretly lobby 
against it at the behest of big pharma 
and others.  Or the fact that the Senate 
framework of the bill was crafted by 
Elizabeth Fowler, whose previous job 
had been vice president of WellPoint, 
the nation’s largest private insurance 
company. 
Essentially it is a battle between the 
super right, or the right wing that tried 
to shut down the government in the 
1990s who are now Democrats; while 
supporters of both parties root for team 
R versus team D blindly and excitedly.
What is not reported however is that 
there is a 3rd opponent in the ring. This 
shockingly principled group of people 
not only disapprove of the public 
mandate, but state the Obama’s plan did 
not go far enough, and in fact may hurt 
us in the long run.  These radical rag 
tag job hating pinko hippies are known 
as Physicians for a National Health 
Program. Citing this bill still leaves 27 
million uninsured Americans, 
translating to 27,000 deaths per year, 
these physicians are attempting to pull 
down Obama’s mission accomplished 
banner. 
While this bill contains beneficial areas 
such as Medicaid expansion, big 
pharma and health insurance companies 
essentially got all that they asked for. 
Hundreds of billions of dollars will 
now be allocated to private insurance 
companies. Can you imagine your 
small business given a stimulus so big? 
A mandate that every person in the 
country has to buy from you! Of course 
these CEOs will then claim to be 
financial geniuses and thus deserve 
hundreds of millions of dollars in 
bonuses that otherwise would go to 
coverage for sick people. 
The bill contained no cost controls, no 
alternative to private insurance, no 
meta-analysis on hospitals and 
physicians being paid by the procedure 
instead of being paid by the health of 
the patient. The Medicaid expansion 
itself is easily reversible. Every year a 
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budget is made that can allocate funds 
to this or that, as we will see in the so 
called grand bargain budget coming up, 
however a mandate to insurance 
companies is damn near impossible to 
revoke. With both sides of the aisle grid 
locked into the pockets of the lobbyists, 
to expect otherwise is a pipe dream at 
best. 
Democrats counter with arguments 
such as, “It’s a first step!” and “This 
will be like Social Security you’ll see!” 
The only problem with that argument is 
that this is not a step in the right 
direction at all. In fact it is a step 
backwards. This strategy is equivalent 
to beginning Social Security by giving 
all our money to private pension funds. 
Now the insurance companies have 
more money, more power, and can 
blame the government for all wrong 
doing. As prices of deductibles and 
copays continue to rise conservatives 
will then proclaim that Socialism has 
failed us again! Instead of any type of 
fight back by supporters of the 
Democrats they will instead say well 
golly gee willkers, guess we’ll need to 
give more to the private insurance 
companies and big pharma who could 
have seen this coming!
Outside of the nonsensical political 
theater of Washington, physicians 
overwhelming supported the public 
option. A poll conducted by Dr. 
Salomeh Keyhani , a researcher at 
Mount Sinai School of Medicine found 
that nearly three quarters of physicians 
support a public option. Polls 
conducted by Physicians for a National 
Health Program found that 42% 
supported a single-payer national 
health insurance program. Never mind 
the fact a poll by SurveyUSA found 
77% of American’s support a choice of 
a public option and a New York 
Times/CBS News  poll found “59% [of 
Americans] say the government should 
provide national health insurance, 
including 49% who say such insurance 
should cover all medical problems.” 
Only 32% thought that insurance 
should be left to private enterprise. 
With these numbers in mind, 
physicians, along with the National 
Nurses United, who have openly 
endorsed a single payer system, 
demonstrated in front of the White 
House and were continuously arrested 
interrupting Senate hearings for 
insurance reform. Nurses and 
physicians were forced to these 
measures because the media refuses to 
cover any opinion not 1 percent 
approved, aka Democratic vs. 
Republican approved political 
discourse.
Like financial reform, the so called 
ending of the Iraq war, and the 
minuscule stimulus package passed, the 
insurance reform has prescribed aspirin 

for cancer. Health insurance coverage 
does not mean medical coverage. 
Cofounder of Physicians for a National 
Health Program Steffie Woolhandler 
states:
“If you go on the exchange website in 
Massachusetts and try to buy health 
insurance for someone my age, you’re 
going to be taking $5,600 out of your 
pocket to pay the premiums. Then, if 
you got sick, you would have a $2,000 
deductible. So you’re $7,600 out of 
pocket before the insurance pays a 
penny. And you’re mandated to buy 
that coverage; you don’t have a choice”
It is critical to remember that President 
Obama immediately proclaimed that 
single payer wasn’t even on the table as 
a possibility in this bill. He also 
secretly killed the public option and 
then claimed he never campaigned on 
the subject, thank Horus for YouTube! 
He could have easily fought for either 
or just for minor reforms such as a 
Medicare buy in, an ending to 
preexisting condition exclusion, and 
expansions to community rating, which 
means that everybody pays the same 
insurance premium, but no, he chose to 
actively work behind the scenes with 
big pharma and the insurance 
companies for the mandate in order to 
secure campaign donations and favor. 
Ultimately it is forgotten the 
Democrats used reconciliation to pass 
the legislation, only 50 senators were 
needed to pass the bill. No Republicans 
were needed and no grand compromise 
was needed. They could have rammed 
a single payer system through with no 
problem, remember how the 
Republicans did this with the Bush tax 
cuts? When it came down to choose 
between the people and industry they 
chose to purposely push a water 
downed hand away of billions of 
dollars to special interests while their 
supporters cheered them on every step 
of the way. 
For current students of science such as 
me and doctors in Physicians for a 
National Health Program, this national 
debate is largely irrelevant. In the end 
thousands of people will still die for no 
reason due a lack of health care 
coverage, our debt will continue to rise, 
and special interest will still privatize 
the profits and socialize the risk. To 
me, the only place Obama should hang 
the mission accomplished banner is at 
his future lobbying desk at Wellpoint. 
Luckily, or unlucky, for myself and 
those who share my views, this system 
will undoubtedly fail, and another 
debate will be forced to occur. 
Hopefully by that time we will have the 
strength to not be co-opted and instead 
fight for a future that places justice for 
all as the basis for systemic alterations.
 
-Daniel Fisher

Perpetuating a Cycle of Violence – 
Mar 28

In my previous notes I talked allot 
about how America has involved itself 
in countless “wars” across the globe. 
We currently have over 900 military 
bases dispersed amongst 130 countries. 
The purpose of these military 
endeavors range from “spreading 
democracy” to “preventing terror 
threats”. In this note I will examine the 
origins of our military interventionist 
policies and how interventionism has 
become a mainstay of American 
politics for the past century.

In the early 1900’s during the 
progressive era president Roosevelt 
was an extremely popular advocate of 
expanding the role of government 
domestically and internationally. His 
first steps towards his envisioned goals 
had great intentions and actually 
improved the country economically, 
socially, and politically. As we all 
know, if it wasn’t for Teddy we 
wouldn’t have the FDA along with his 
support of women’s suffrage which led 
to the 19th amendment. However 
Roosevelt used his popularity to create 
support for America’s first war as an 
aggressor in the Spanish - American 
war. America got involved with the 
Cuban revolution because of the 
atrocities they heard were occurring 
along with the mysterious sinking of 
the Maine. Its ironic that the purpose of 
intervention was to prevent European 
imperialism but the ultimate result was 
the creation of U.S bases on Cuban soil. 
Roosevelt called it a “splendid little 
war” and consequently the American 
people viewed it as a success.  About 
30 years later Cubans grew tired of 
America’s occupation and the Cuban 
independence Movement was born. Of 
course the movement led to Cuba 
becoming communist in hopes of 
regaining it sovereignty. 

We can see that the first form of 
American interventionism resulted in 
the formation of an opposing 
government. However this did not 
impede the future of interventionism in 
our country. Gradually we got 
ourselves involved with various 
military conquests in the name of 
defense. Some men like President 
Eisenhower and Senator Robert Taft 
(Mr. Republican) saw the dangers of 
this culture. Their words are 
unfortunately ignored in today’s 
political environment. Today America 
has become a military power 
comparable to that of the Roman 
Empire. As the Spanish-American war 
had unintended consequences so does 
every military campaign we pursue 
today. We can see terrorism has 
increased in the past ten years along 
with the development of fascist regimes 
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in countries we intended to spread 
democracy in. 

If these Military endeavors are so 
counter-effective why do we still 
continue to send our men to die? The 
answer to this question can be found in 
the wise words of Eisenhower “ 
Beware of the Military-Industrial 
Complex”. War has become an 
extremely profitable industry that 
private corporations have exploited. 
Weapons Manufacturers in Israel, Oil 
Tycoons In Saudi, Private contractors 
here in America have all made record 
profits from Military expenditures. 
These are the same private companies 
who inspire the most powerful Lobbies 
in congress, which explains the 
bipartisan efforts to expand our military 
forces across the globe. The young men 
and women of America are really dying 
in effort to fatten the pockets of corrupt 
leader, not to “spread democracy” or 
“prevent terror attacks” from third 
world countries without a navy or air 
force. 

Now anyone who dares to speak 
against these missions are labeled as 
“Un-American” and “Isolationist”.  The 
majority of the Media is owned by the 
corporations who profit off of perpetual 
violence.  New “threats” are constantly 
racing across our television screens. 
Normal Americans still have no idea 
they are being swindled. Our active 
duty military forces have grievances 
that are being completely ignored while 
Americans are told to support the 
troops by sending them to even more 
wars. The constitution is becoming 
obsolete to fear mongering. Countries 
we bomb are becoming more and more 
Anti-American and as a result America 
is less safe. Our economy is weakening 
because we spend vast amounts of 
resources on “Defense”. The reality is, 
there are consequences for all actions 
and the fueling of this violent cycle will 
eventually end once we’ve exhausted 
all of our monetary funds.  Will you 
wait until that day comes?

 -Yosef Shelbaya

MARCH ROUND-UP

Reminder: Occupy Daytona Beach's 
Tuesday night General Assemblies 
(GAs) have moved to Sweet Marlay's 
Coffee Shop.  GAs are held on the first 
& third Tuesdays of the month at 7:00 
PM at Sweet Marlay's (214 S. Beach 
St) and every Saturday at 4:00 PM at 
the corner of ISB and Beach St. (at the 
base of the bridge).  GAs are open to 
all who would like to attend and 
participation in direct democracy is 
encouraged. This is what democracy 
looks like!

Reminder: Daytona Beach Food Not 
Bombs meets every Thursday, at 
7:00 PM at the SE corner of ISB & 
Beach St. (next to the "Welcome to 
Daytona" sign). DBFNB is working 
on lining-up more food donations and 
building relationships in the 
community. Please attend the weekly 
meeting if you are interested in 
volunteering or donating! Also, weekly 
garden clean-up & fun, Saturdays at 
10:00 AM at Bonner Elementary 
School in DB.

In an effort to support and stand up 
for DB firefighters, participants of 
Occupy Daytona Beach and members 
of various local unions attended the 
Daytona Beach City Commission's 
March 14 Impasse Hearing regarding 
firefighter pay, benefits, and contracts. 
The commission voted 7-0 on all four 
issues AGAINST the firefighters' 
union. Occupy Daytona attended the 
next City Commission meeting on 
March 21 to address the Commission 
and express ODB's discontent with and 
disapproval of the hearing's outcome.

On March 24, local animal rights 
activists held a successful 
demonstration at the Cole Bros. 
Circus in DeLand. Activists rallied 
next to the elephant tent, calling 
attention to the deplorable treatment 
that enslaved circus animals receive at 
the hands of Cole Bros.

March 23-25, Occupy Gainesville 
hosted the first Southeast Regional 
Convergence of Occupations 
(SERCO). A variety of facilitated 
group discussions, assemblies, and 
workshops were planned for attendees; 
organizers also asked for attendees' 
input to help shape the convergence 
into something that was reflective of all 
participating. The gathering was 
intended to strengthen communication 
& solidarity between occupations and 
give occupiers & activists an 
opportunity to share ideas & skills. The 
first SERCO was deemed a success by 
organizers and participants alike. We 
look forward to the next one!

On Monday, March 26, the one 
month anniversary of the murder of 
Trayvon Martin and International 
Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination, hundreds united in 
Daytona Beach to stand up for Trayvon 
and to support his family in demanding 
justice. Demonstrators held multiple 
rallies and marches in several locations 
throughout the evening, closing with a 
candlelight vigil and moment of silence 
for Trayvon at ISB and Beach St. “NO 
JUSTICE – NO PEACE!”

UPCOMING NATIONAL & 
INTERNATIONAL DAYS OF 
ACTION & SOLIDARITY:

April 1 – International Food Not 
Bombs Day of Action

April 6 – Day of Rage 2.0: Occupy 
Tampa 6 Month Anniversary 
Celebration (Curtis Hixon Park, 600 
Ashley Dr., Downtown Tampa, starting 
at 1:00 PM)

April 22 – Earth Day

April 22 – DB Food Not Bombs @ 
Earth Day Event at Bonner Elementary 
School in Daytona Beach. There will be 
FREE food, activities for children, 
literature and more!

April 26 – 2 Month Anniversary of 
Trayvon Martin's Death – RIP Trayvon

April 28 – National March to Unite 
Against the War on Women

May 1 – #M1GS - Occupy May Day 
World-wide General Strike & 
International Worker's Day

May 1 – Daytona Beach May Day 
General Strike (#M1GS) *No Work 
*No School *No Housework *No 
Shopping *No Buying *No Banking 
Gather at the SE corner of International 
Speedway Blvd. & Beach St. at 9:00 
AM for ALL DAY ACTION, 
EDUCATION, FUN, & 
SOLIDARITY!

May 12 – Occupy Tampa: Occupy 
Hillsborough River! A day of fun & 
frolicking, solidarity & activism, 
paddling through downtown Tampa. 
Bring your own watercraft or rent on 
site (1910 N. Ola Ave, Tampa, 12:00-
4:00 PM)

July 1-7 – Annual National Rainbow 
Gathering 2012 – Somewhere 
Appalachian Mountains (TBA) Are you 
going?

….

The Occupied Daytona News Journal is a 
free, independent, underground, gorilla 
news publication that does not and will 
not have paid advertisements. The ODNJ 
will never censor it's writers and will 
always stand behind free speech and 
press. The ODNJ operates solely on 
donations of materials, money, and time. 
We always need paper, toner, and other 
supplies and help in distribution of the 
paper. If you would like to help support 
the ODNJ please contact us at 
occupieddaytonanewsjournal@gmx.com
Thank you for your support!
-ODNJ
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